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F.eroie^ ^ Fcc'Yoa Referata : 



THAT IS 



A DESCRIPTION 

O F T H E 

FOE ROE: 

BEING 

Seventeen Iflands fubjed- to the 
King of Denmark^, lying under 62 
deg. 10 min, of North Latitude. 

Wherein feveraJ Secrets of Nature 
are brought to Lr'ght, and feme Antj-. 
quitics hitherto kept in darknefs 
difcovcred. 



Written in Damp, by Lucas ^acobfon 

Dfkj-, M . A. and Provoft of the 
Churches there. 



EngliOied B y 7.5. Doftor of Phyfick. 
Illuftrated with Maps, 

I Printed by F.L. for WiUium lies, at the f/sw. 
er-dt-Luce in Littk-Britteiin, over againft 
St. Bartholomews Gate. 1^75, 
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The Epiftle ■ 
foyle ; that: man , the fcopc 
of -whole Creation is to be 
an Admirer thereof, and to 
praifc God therefore, cannot 
fnfficiently effed what he was 
created for, but by travel- 
ling, or at leaft, reading the 
Relations of thofe, whofeaf- 
faii s cither gave them occa- 
fion, or permitted them to 
tianfport themfelves on the j 
places where thofe wonders 
arc day ly feen. Thefecon- 
fiderations,Sz>,andyour own 
incitements imboldned rnc, 
having read in Danifh this 
Defcription oiFtroe^ where- 
in many ftrange cft'eSs of 
Nature and odd cuftomes 

are 



Dedicatory, 
are defcribed, to undertake 
its tranflacion inco Englifh , 
That die Curious inhabi- 
tants of this Ifland might 
not be igncrantof a Coun- 
try not fat" diftant from 
them ; which having now 
finifhed, many reafons make 
me prefume to Dedicate ic 
to your Favour ; for though 
in the manner aforefaid, it- 
can be but oi- Jitric u/e unto 
you, that have widi a diili- 
genteye not only furveyed 
the moft and beft parts of 
Europe^ but alfo perufed 
moftofthefe Relations that 
are extant of the whole world; 
A 3 yet 
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The Epifik 
yet the many obliegemcnts 
you have been pkafcd to put 
upon me, and my thankflil- 
nefs for them, fe cm to vindi- 
cate as a duty in my judge- 
ment, what a more fevere one 
will perhaps think an cfted 
of my boldnefs, and a trou- 
ble to you, Be fides the Au- 
thors perfon and Ingenuity 
being known unto you, ic 
cannot but conciliate Come 
authority to this Treacife ; 
fince you were beyond Sea, 
feveral times pleafcd to in- 
vite him, and difcourfe about 
the Contents of his Book. 
Be pkafed then, Sir, to ac- 
cept 



Dedicatory. 
cept of this fmall texj^e/tr of 
my Gratitude, indulge fome 
cxpreffions that perhaps re- 
tain fomeching of their in- 
nafe plainneB, and coatinue 
to favour, Sir» 



Your moji Humble 
and mo/i Ohliged 

Servanty 



John Sterpin* 
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Coarteom Reader, 

P^cfon CO whom my 
.. diibbe.d'wnce would 
have been as much 
a want of; duty as of thank- 
fulnel-s and refped:, inviting 
metotranflacethis Defcrip- 
tion o^ Feroe, I did never- 
thelefs undertake it with 

Ionic 
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To the Rea</er* 
fome Rckidancy, both as 
diftrufting to my Abili- 
ties, and knowing certain- 
Jy tliat the Northern plain- 
nefs, if not inelegancy of 
its expreffions would hard- 
ly, keeping to the fenfe, af- 
ford a Polifhed Stile in 
Engliilj, which being the 
only Praife an Interpreter 
can afpire unto ;: 1 had 
little encouragemenC to 
ipend my time m z thing 
wherein I thought my la-, 
bour would at beft meet 
but with an ordinary ac- 
ceptance ; Yet the matter 
being fomething exCraordi- 
A 5 mxy/ 



7e the 'Reader, 
tiary, and few having d 
red to attain to the pcrfe-i 
ftion of the Language, 
wherein ic was written ; 
"whofe will or conveniency 
might be to undertake fucii 
a Tranflation ; being per- 
fwaded that judicious men 
W'ouH have a more then 
ordinary indulgence for a 
Stranger, that endeavour- 
ech to communicare unto 
them, the De/cription of a 
Country, though nor far 
diftant, hitherto little known 
unto them, I prepared this 
Treatife for the Prefs ; 
wherein thou arc the beft 

Judge 



7o the Reader, 
Judge of my fuccefs. Ac^ 
cept of it, as of a^thing, I 
thought might conduce to- 
the improvement of Natu- 
ral Hiftory. And though 
in Philofophical Difcour- 
fes, fome Hypothefes, yec 
received in thofe parts of 
the World, be abfblnte in 
ours ; take thereof as much 
as will be to thy fatisfadi- 
on, and for information and 
matter of Fad believe, ro 
truer Relation can be had, 
the Author being both God- 
ly and Judicious. 1 have in 
moft places for thy conve- 
niences reduced^ the raca. 



7o the Reader. 
fures of thofe places tothoie 
of England ^ reckoning a 
Panifh or German League 
for four Englifli Miles and 
a Daniih Yard for two 
Foot or very neer, Jor the 
reft I befeech thee to take 
in good part this Informa- 
tion of'Feroe. And when' 
it pleafcL-h thee for a di- 
verfion to fteal fome hours 
from ch)^ more ferious oc- 
cafions imploy them in its 
perufal. The wundrous" 
cffe^s of Nature and odd 
cuflomes oF that Country 
will Gpnvince thee, that 
God is as admirable in 

the 



To the Header. 
the variety of his works, 
as in any of his other at- 
tributes. 
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AUTHORS 

Preface to the 

READER' 

Courteous Reader, 

TMe WifJome of ^ God 
doth principally 
confiji in /hewing 
the Excdlmc) [of his work- 

mmjhip^ 
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The Authors Preface. 
manfhip in por^ defpicabk^ 
and contemptible thinps. 
For nn Artift is more to he 
efieemec/., that can perfeSify 
make the Image of a Flie^ 
then he that carvtth out an 
Elephant ; grofs work, re- 
quiring lefs skill then fub- 
tile. So the Creator hath 
Pnvped more wifdome in the 
produ^ion of a File, then of 
an Elephant. Whence fol- 
lomth^ That if one would 
undertake to confider the 
Makers Art in the forming 
of a Blie^ a nJ write a Trea- 
tife thereof^ one mighty per^ 
hapsy mke, m the Pro^ 

"^erh 



The Authors Preface. 
verb faith ^ of a FJie an £- 
lephant ; for Nature is mofi 
ArtJficious and admirable 
in her lea§i produ^/ons, 
Jhewing mofi myftery there- 
in. Wherefore the wiffl of 
menJfingSolomonj that dif 
com fed of Trus from the d- 
/(jr o/Libanon to the Ifop 
growing by the way fide; that 
ypoke ofBeafls and BirdSf 
Beptils and Fifhes ; hath of 
none almofi left m any do* 
^irine^ but of the little con^ 
temptible Gnats ; the exam- 
ple of good houfe keeping con^ 
fifiing in the diligence and 
jorecajiy that i^ to befeenin 

the/e 
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T he. Authors Preface. 
ihefe poor little creatures •,; 
for having neither Prime 
Jjead^r-i nor Lord^ theypro" 
mde their Bread in Summer, 
and gather their foodin har- 
veft. If any could intrude 
into their habitation^ he 
would be a§ionifljed tofee how 
orderly their domicill i^ di- 
mded and fortified. Who 
can fufficiently dive into the 
nature of the Bee ? which 
hath given many matitf e~ 
nough to write of. The an- 
.cient could not toomuch ad- 
mire thepro fit thereof which 
they expreffed by this quejiion 
and Enigme : what ps leffer 

then 



The Authors Pre^e. 
then aMoufe^ higher then a 
fJoufe^ and more profitabie 
than a Country mans Ox 5* a 
Bee, Who can fuffickntly ad- 
mire that MaSler piece of 
Nature^ the Spider ? that not 
only can fo well according to 
the rules of Geometry^ fpin 
and tye its Web to a Pojl, or 
the branch of a Tree ; but itli. 
fo can fdflen it in the air^ 
where therein no Bafis, Thus 
it hath pie a fed God to fhew 
his power in infirmity^ and 
defofe the Treafure of his wif- 
dome and omnipotence in the 
leafi and meanefl beings. 
Having undertaken to 

write 
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The Authors Pfeface, 
write o/CIItima Thule, «>bicb 
is a poor little Lan J, in com-' 
farifon of other Countrys and 
Provinces: IfoundQodhad 
not omitted to difirihute there 
foms fjgns of hk Almighty 
fower^in fever al things that 
all may wonder at^ which 
hath caufed me to communis 
cate them to others in this 
Treatife^ and thereby grati-^ 
fie the curhi^ Reader. Ma-, 
ny fteh^far abroad the won- 
derful works of God^ either 
by reading or travelling in 
forreign and remote parts ; 
whereoi'we have them as ad- 
mirable among Ji us^ // they 



were 



The Authors Prefiice. 
were right confidered ; hut 
^ vpe care not for what- 
we dayly fee^ we think it 
therefore not worthy to be 
Communicated to others:, 
who' would neverthelefs e- 
fieem it rare and wonder- 
ful. Whence it is come^that 
none ofthofi that have been 
before me in Feroe, hath 
taktn the pains to leave a^ 
ny thing in writing of the 
Quality and Con^itution 
of that Country. But 
bei^g come thither a. 
Stranger , and remarking 
many ejfe^s of nature not 
vfual in my own Coun^ 

try. 
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The Authors, Preface. 
try>, I would not live L 
die, without the examinath 
on; and confidaing thereof 
mdeavouring to doe my 
Countrymen^ that are not 
informed of this' Lands Na- 
ture, fome fmall fervice, by 
the Notification of what I 
have difcovered. / pray 
therefore^ and defire the 
Courteous Reader to take 
in good part this my La- 
bour , which I have defti- 
ned to the Common good ' 
&7id if he find any thing 
imperfe^, expound it in the 
kft' meaning, every one ha- 
ving his faults. Thus livx 

well 



The Authors Preface. 
vpclly and let me be inclu' 
ded In thy favour^ 



From my Pathmos in 
Thors^haven^ the 1 2. 
of March, 1 6 JO, 
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Of the LandofFeroe in it 
fejfi and the Circumfiances 
thereof, 

.He Iflands of Feroe in them- 
felves, are only fome high 
rocks, arifirig out of the 
wild Sea, and covered with 
5 6 P '-^ - ' ^ portion of thih Earth. 
> For Ftroe doth confift of many lOands 
^ that are high Hills, of hard ftone, 
t *(ftrang£ly divided from each other, by 
ideepand rapid ftreams of wattr; Ariel 
, nhat the faid Hills or Mountains "might 
ibc ufeful to mankind, and the Lords ho- 
tdh Name, in this latter age of the world J 
l_p!be prais'd by true Chriftians, in the 
limdft of the.ftorming Sea j it hath plea- 
p Ifed the DivIhc Providence to cover the 
•valley between the Mountains, and the 
B fides 



2 Of the Luftd of Feroe 

fides of tfic Hills, almoft every where, 
with^wo. foot, thick- of .Earth, i .fomc- 
whcrc thicker or thinner, according to 
the nature of^ the place f whence doth, 
grow, not drily abundance of Grafs for 
Cattel, but alfo Corn for the mainte- 
nance of man. VVhehfforeif thcland, 
as other civeaCo^n VeyvS, co,uld bc.cul- 
tlvated ahd inhabited •manyihdiifands 
of men, proportionably to tiie:>^r«at- 
nefs and number of the Iflands, might 
there live andfubfift. i5ut th?. people 
dwell only by the Sea-fide ; where it 
is loweft and' moft convenient for them 
to get to Sea v^ith their Boats, and ply 
their Fifbingi tkfe being almoft every 
where high promcntories, whence no 
bodycancome down,nor getup;though 
there be fome dangerous and terrible 
places^ whence they alfo launch out 
their Boats to Sea, to go a .Filling ; 
where tbey m\A have Itrong Ropes in 
the Boat,' that ftofeortXand may fome: 
timeshelp the people out, if they ate in 
any danger ; fome alfo, who arc the 
moft, live in ^reeks,inktts,^nd havens, 
that atemany,^cQhvcnicnt, and good 
for Seamen to lay io their Ships in rime 

Ol 



cm 



m it jelf, &c. 3 

©f danger. And where they live thcv 
have inclofed a fmall piece of ground 

which tbey Till to gee Grafs and Corn:' 
calling fuch Clofes, Bo,; The other 
part without the inclofure, confiaing in 
Vallcyjand Hills, and fometimes in 
hiIlsonIy,isathourand timeslarger,and 
iscMtdHme, where their Sheep j^ecd 
both IVVintcr and Summer, and their 
Kine only m Summer • This part is nc 
\"™«^^^ nether can it be fo, becaufe 
the Inhabitants live along the Sea fide 
tor their FiOiing fake, and other conve- 
niency, having neverthelefs the full pro- 
nt thereof, for they keep there as ma- 
ny Sheep as ever the place can feed. 

A part of the iiJands ofFeroe is In- 
habited, and a parr furniOicd with Gat- 
tel ■ they are in their greatnefs Havens, 
Creeks, Inletts, and other circumftan- 
ccs as followeth. Fusion or Fowle- 
Jiland, which is the moft North Eoft 
IS pretty high and fomethingflaton the 
top, with high Clifts almoft round a- 
bout three EogliOi miles long,and two 
broad where it is broadeft ; having a 
little Creek on the Eaft fide, called 
tia(terv$ig; though it be unfit for Ships 
B 2 "to 




4 of the Lmd of Feroe 

to Anchor in. Suinoe lyeth two miles 
fouthward of /'//^/of, confiftingin two 
long and high Hills |on the North and 
South fide j The South Mountain is a- 
bout a Leage in length : the North but 
about ha If a League, there is a valley 
in the midft ; on the Eaft fide whereof 
the people do inhabit; and by thisrea- 
foH, the Ifland being feen fomcthing far 
ofFat Sea, fecms to be divided in two 
Iflands. The faid valley is about a mile 
long from Eaft to Weft, and therefore 
the Inhabitants have Boats lying on the 
Eaftandon the Weft fides, that they, 
according to the Wind, may ply their 
Fffliing on either fide fuch Valleys (as 
aifo other places, ■w\\txt the paffagc o- 
vcr land from one water to another is 
butftiort) are called in the Language 
of Feroe., Eide, whereof there arc 
many , to the great benefit of the 
Country. 

Videcoe or fidoe, lyes three miles weft 
of Fugloe, and hath a mile from SHinoe, 
being crooked, and having alfo a Val- 
ley where the people dwell, it is in 
length about fix miles, and where it 
is broadefl: about three miles j The 

fouth 
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in it jelf^ &c. 5 

fouth end of it ftretcheth it fcif down 
between Sdme and Bondogy being full 
of hjgh Hills, at the North of the Val- 
ley there is a high promontory, at the 
Eaft there is a little Creek, though not 
very good for Ships to Anchor in. 

Boydoe a ftrangc Ifland, being in its 
Figure like a Crab, having many points 
like claws ; it lyeth South Weft and 
Weft of Videroe and Suinoe^ being fepa- 
rated from them by a fmall Sinus in 
fome places half a mile broad , there 
being a place near ^amdefmd on]y oi 
Musket (hot diftant , on the North- 
Eaft and Eaft fide, it tmbraccth P^ideroe 
as with two arms, and thereby makes 
a fafe harbour every where between 
both Lands, againft al/manner of wea- 
ther and current, having three entran- 
ces, one at North between Afulen and 
Videroe 5 another at South between 
Smnoe^dLnd the moft eafterly eaft point 
ofBordoe^ and the third at eaft between 
Suitioe. But fincc towards the South 
Eaft, or South outlet, as alfo about the 
North Eaft, or Eaft, three points of 
Land ftreatch out themfelves, the one 
fromVidereij the other from BordotyZnd. 
Bj the 



6 of the Land of Feroe 

the third from Smnoe ; and the ground 
under tvatcr being uneven, it makes an 
indifferent VVhirle-poof, that turq# the 
Boars that pafs over it round about ; 
but Ships are in no danger of it. To- 
wards the South Eaft-, Eo-doc ftretcheth 
it fcif our into three branches or points, 
fothat they Teem at Sea as fcvcrai I- 
ilandsj and conftimtc too long Injetts, 
whereof that which is mofl Eaftward is 
called Arnefiord, the ether Baardevijgs, 
from Baardevijg's Inlet, there runs a 
little valley, half'a mile long to the 
North weft fide , where there is a fafc 
harbour called Klacki From hence the 
Land ftretcheth it fclf again to the 
North along Vidtrot a matter of fix 
miFes or lefs 5 all thefe branches and 
arms arc for the moft part ftreightning 
on both fides, into long and iharp 
points, on the North Weft Sordee 
embraceth again with two arms or 
branches, another little Ifland called 
Kunoe. 

Kmoe is a long and narrow Ifland a- 
bout fii miles in length, and a good 
milfe in breadth, growing fharp on both 
/ides, confifting in a long (harp hill fc- 

parated 
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m ir felf, &c. j 

paratcd from Bordde by a narrow 
ftraight, in fome places half a mile 

broad, and in forae others lefs ^iftretch- 
ing it felf moft to the South and North, 
from Mule jon Bordoe^ till the Harbour 
of Klack.^ which it.friuts op with its 
foiitherly end, and renders it fafe a- 
gainft all Currents of the Sea. 

Kalfoe. ly cth Weft ward of Kitme^ fc- 
parattd from it by an inlet called Cd- 
fctficrd which is two miles broad, and 
this Inict is open from South to North, 
fO'thatali Ships may fafcly run through 
k, efpccially when the Stream is with 
them y Kalfoe is a little longer then Kh- 
iioe, and a little broader, ftretching it 
felf to the South and North, witliout 
Haven or Creek j on the Weft fide, it 
is a very ftecp promontory, on the Eaft 
fide the hill is edged and runs floping 
to the Sea fide, all coloured withgrcen. 
"O/fw lyeth Weft of Kalfoe and" 
Bordoe, ftrefching it felf moft North- 
ward towards Eaft, it is almoft twenty 
miles long, but incquaily broad, for 
fome places are two miles broad,others 
four or fix miles broid, according as 
the poiflts ftrctch tl^emfelves far out ; 
B 4 the 




8 Of the Land of Feroe. 

the Land confifting in many long bran- 
ches or armsj on the Eaft fide towards 
Kalfoe, Bordoe, and the main Sea, it hath 
fix long branches or arms, that con- 
ftitute five Inlets or Creeks, namely. 
Funding fiord, uindefiordj sn indifferent 
Harbour, FHglefiord a good Harbour, 
Joteviig and Lammehattfviig, afterward 
the Land ftretcheth it felf to the South 
Eaft, in a long point called Ofincft, 
from which neck three miles Northy 
ward, begins again another inlet far in 
the Land, two miles long,callcd Shuttle- 
fitrd, at the beginning of the Inlet there 
is a good harbour called Kings haven-f 
becauft formerly when his Majefties 
Ships did Cwife here under the Land, 
after Pirats, they took Harbour there j 
on the Weft fide from South to North, 
the Ljind is almoft even without any 
Inlet or Creek, and the inlet between 
Calfoeydnd Ofiereeis'm fome jplacesBut 
a mile and half broad, andfafe forShips 
to fail through; the North end of Ofteroe 
is very notable fofScamen,for it ftretch- 
eth out it felf with a little round point to 
the North wcft,with a round hill upon it. 
j^olfee lycth two miles Southward 

of 



in itfelf, &C. 9 

cfOfieroe orO/?rfi,cxtcnding it felf moft 
N. W.toN.andS.EtoS. it is 4 miles 
long, and a mile and half broad, where 
broadeft,having on its weft ddcStromott 
at the diftancc of two miles and half. 
There is almoft on the midft of the I- 
fland a high Hill floaping by little and 
little to the South fide,where the Ifland 
is even on the top, and not very high; 
North of the Hill there is a little plain, 
and Weft of it towards Stromoes. little: 
Harbour called iVo//im7^,an indifFerenC 
good Summer Harbour. 

5rrowo* is the largeftliland in f/m, 
and 24 long, and where it iss 
broadeft eight miles in breadth, it lyeth 
WtAoi Ojtiree and JVelfog,{iretchwg 
it felf North weft to North, and South 
Weft to South,being full of many high 
Hills," amongft which Sk^lw^sfels ov^ 
gocth all the reft in height, ftanding 
like a high houfe above the others ; it is ; 
very notable forSeamen that are bound 
far Thorjhave», for when they get fight " 
of it, and fail thereiinto, they fnll be- 
fore the Northern entrance of Thorjha-i 
ven- That Ifland hath alfo fcveral 
Creeks and Harbours on the Eaft fide, . 
B5, frcm.. 



-^., 



llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll 
2 3 4 



llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|llll llll|lll 
5 6 7 8 9 



'jp-D of the Lmsi, of Feroe 

•"from the South end, is firft of all *rhnf- 
bavni, where the general Commerce is 
cftablilhcd^ it is a little, but a good 
ftarboarf whcreunto there are two en- 
.trancesrovcr againft North Nolfee, be- 
I\v.e?n .S^4«5 and OJhiefs, ind over a- 
.gainfi: Sogth Nslfoc, between Baarn 
End Sksdlehojfeed ■,akerv^ards there is 
Kalbdcksford^ then Kollefiord ; next 
ihereun'io Thorfviigj and ^ahiig^ one 
caiinot come further with Ships, for on 
ihe North of ^alviig, Stremee and 
Ofteroe, are as ic were bound together- 
by-a^round that isbetwcen the Jflands, . 
over which, runs- a very-rapid ftream, 
and there is no Current on either fide 
of the ground. From this ftream it is 
that i'Jrflwo* is fo called-; at North of 
Stromee is Hdderfviig\ an indifferent 
Harbour, into which one enters on the 
North fide; on the north fide there is 
a very fair Harbour called Wefimans 
Haven, which is (heltered by Waagoe ly- 
ing over againft it. 

Waagot \yti\\ Weft of Stromoe, be- 
ing divided from it by a ftraight cal- 
led Wtfimafjs. haven feund, a mile and a 
■{taif.broadj thorough which there is » 

fafc. 
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fik paflage. The Land of Waagot is 

almoft of a .Triangular or Quadrangular 

Figurejbeing'cight miles in Diameter, . 

it is cut in by two long Creeks, iirft by 
rcFne on the South Eaft fidc,callcd Aiid- 

t;^rf^^ a good Summer Harbour, then at 
;WciJ.therc is anotiicr Greek' called i 
::Sorvaage. TheLindtt i^f. is all full 

of Hills; hard by the South point of 
■Swvaage^ there iycs two little Iflands 
..with high clifcs on them,callcdr/«fW»? ■■ 

znd~Gaafeholm. 

^)Si^«<^P lys'^ out a t the Weft of - 
■ S^vaage Wo miles from the Land, it 
IS three miles long, and one and a half 
broadjhaving a high territory with high 
pwmonrorics round about if, there be- 
ing but one place to come on Land, it 
ftreccherh it felf moft to.the North Eaft 
and South Weft, Towards the South 
Weft end of it-lycth Mjfggenefslde^ha- 
■vinga high' clift round about, it is' Mt 
above, though floaping lik^e the 'roc^f 
of a houfe on the Nerth Eaft fide ; it is 
feparated by a lietle Riff' three or 'fowt -• 
furlongs broad.' 

iCo/«r %cth three miles r<S theSouttl.- 
Eaft of Wk'agoe,' ^nd abov^ two miie% - 
to-ifae-Wcftof Stnmjoey it isalktJe'f- 
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Hand a mile long, and about half a mile 
broad, ftrctching it felf mod to the 
South and NorthjhaviDg a high Moun- 
tain at the North end, but at the South 
endit is low and narrow, having a high 
Promontory on the Weft fide. 

Eighteen years fince in the middeft 
of Summer, there was found on the 
higheft top of the Mountain of Kelter, 
the quantityof many tomies of Her- 
rings fpread along ; The Mountain 
where the Herrings were found is a- 
bovetwo hundred fathoms high. 

The vulgar fort will perhaps ask 
how: thefe Herrings ^ould come there ? 
whereunto is anfwered, that they are 
carried thither by a whirlewind for the 
Sea it feJf when it is moft faoiftcrous, fel- 
domccafts any Fifh on Land, but ra- 
ther Seaward from the bottom; for as 
little as flrong wind can hinder the 
flight of Birds, as little can theftrotv 
geft motion of the Sea hinder the fwim- 
mingof Fiflies ; but if either winder 
water grow . too ftrong for their inhabi- 
tants, as Birds hide chemfelves intrees, 
hoks,and ncfts j fo the fniall Fifhcs that 
tie under the Land float on the deep 
to. fav^ tfieniklvcs there, aS' long 

as. 
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vs the florm lafts", as is frequently 
fcen in Eero^ Wherefore thofe Her- 
rings wpre carryed there on Land by a 
kind of Whirle wind called Tjpbo» 
which inthcDanifli Tongue is named 
Oes. That fort of WhirJewind is for- 
med amongft the Clouds, and ftrikes 
from thence on the Sea and Earth with 
fuch a fudden and mighty whirle, that 
if It fallcth on Land it takes up Trees 
BuOies, Stones, Flefh, and what elfe 
It meets with ; and where buildings are 
too great, it ftrikes them down and 
breaks them to pieces. If it falleth on 
the Sea it takes up an incredible qum- 
tity of water, fothat one may fee deep 
Cavitiesin the Sea till the water runs 
together again, and what Fiftes are 
then in ,that w^tcjp are drawn up by 
fuch a whirlewind. Marriners that 
have tryed the dangers of the decp.caii 
fpeak enough of this whirlewind, and 
havefirft given it the name of Oa.be- 
caufe it draws up the water of the Sea- 
Expert Seamen, when they are a.warc 
pfir, let, prefently fall all their Sails 
or elfe they would lofe them, and fome- 
times come in 'great danger of their 
jivcs. What this Oa takes and'draws . 
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up from one place it lets it fall on ff-* 
nothcr, when it hath wrought out and 
left its ftrength; whence it comes that 
one feeth in fomc places rain down 
Stones, Fleft, Mice, and particularly 
the Lemmings or Cats of Norway j 
and in this manner are alfo thefe Her. 
rings rained down on Kolur. The Huf- 
ricaneofthe Weftlndics, which is fuf- 
ficiently known, is doubt lefs of this fort 
of Wind. 

Sandoe lyeth two miles fouth of 
5rroww and //<r/?8ff, ftretching it fcif 
moft to Ea'ffand Weft, it is eight miles 
long, and four miles broad ; having but 
one Creek on the South fide, ncer Stind^ 
neither is it a very good Haven .• At 
Weft towards the North point there is 
a little Iflc called Troldhh free edging 
off" from the North Eaft fide to the 
South Weft, with a high Promentory^ , 
thereon feed wild -Oxen and Sheepi-'l' 
51^0? lyeth two miles to the South 
«f Sandoe, ftrctchingit fclfto iheEaft 
tnd Weft, being threemiks long and 
oi\i br6ad 5 iris a hj^h Lund with high 

-eiifts. ^' '•- ■'- . 

S^rr Dieme/t, ot great Purify hcth 
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half a mile at the SoHtheaft of Skjme^M 
is almoft round, a f,ood mile in Dia- 
meter, it is a high Territory, for the 
moft part flat and green above,. with 
great Clifts round about. If this Ifland 
were garrifon^d with thirty warlike 
men, it would not be eafie for any 
Potentate to take it in^ there being no 
way to get up, eiccept in one place at 
Eaft,and that difficulty for one man at 
a time J and therefore could eafily be 
fo ftrengthned by art, that none at all 
could come up. Neither could Ships 
lyeonthc Sea about the lfland,bccaufe 
of the ftrong current, nor could they 
be taken by Famine, there being 
CatteJ, Sheep, and Fow/e enough on 
the Wand. 

It hapned fome year* ago, that the 
Countrymans Wife on that Ifland kept 
fecret love with the. fcrving man, and 
they both murthered the Matter • 
Wherefore, that they might avoid the' 
puniihment of the Magiftrate, they held 
out the Ifland a longtime; but the in- 
nocent being unwilling to keep fuch 
continual'watch with the guilty, and 
they atJafl being grown fcourc,Vome 

nimble. 
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nimble men of Feroe^ by the BailifiT of 
the ;Countrys order, came on the Iflaad 
by the Eaft fide, and took the Delin- 
quents Prifoners, who afterwards re- 
ceived their juft puniftiment. 

Lille J)<>wr« lyeth two miles from 
Store Diemen, at South South Eaft ; it is- 
inhabited, and to be accounted for an 
Ifle, it arifeth from the Sea as a round 
and {harp Gift, thereon feed wild 
Sheep. 

Shderee is the laft and Southeft Ifland 
lying two miles fouth of little Diemen^ 
It is almoft twenty miles long and eight 
miles broad where it is broadeft, bow- 
ing with one end to the South, the other 
end ftretching it felf to the Northweft ; 
tt is full of Hills, having on the Weft 
-fide many Glifts 5 neither can one land 
«n if, but in four places, and yet with 
difficulty, At Eaft it hath four long 
Creeks, namely, on the Northend 
Qjidviig., neer the clofe \ fecond ^ah 
hofy whence a Valley ftretcheth it felf 
Cffl *he Weft fide a mile long j then 
Trmgefvaag^ within which Inlet is a 
very good little hafbour called Pmt'i 
&i©jw, befidcs which, between a little 

ICe, 
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Ifle and the Land, one may fatten Ships 
with a Rope, and go from Shipboard 
to Land on a Planck. There is bcfidcs 
every where in the Inlet good Harbou- 
ring in Summer. 

Finally, here is alfo Faageifierd^ 
whence there runneth alfo a Valley a 
mile long on the ^outhfide. In J that 
Inlet there is a bowed Creek, where 
there is one of the beft Havens in Fe. 
roecalki Lebroe. 

It appeareth by the prcmifes, that 
Feree doth confift of feventecn inha_ 
bited and Cultivated Iftands, namely' 
FugloCj Sitinoe^ Wideroe, Bsrdee, Knnoe' 
Kalfee, Ofieroe, Nolfoe, Strontoe^aagoe^ 
Aiyggenejs, Kolter^Hcfiee, Sandoe,Skifi>e, 
Store Ditmetiy and SttdtroCy and four 
little Ifles or HdmSy to wit, Tmhilmj 
Mjggenefshelmy Trelthofredy and little 
Diemert, whereon only Pafture,Wild- 
bhcep, Befides, here ai^ feveral other 
Holmes, whereof the moft notable and 
ncceflary to be known* of Marriners are 
thefc, Hofvigshotwy Kirckheeholm^ and 
Comboebolm. 

There are alfo under the Land fcve- 
cai Rocks arifing out of the Sea, where- 
of 
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of two are confiderable for MarWncrs 
to know the Land, by, the one at 
North of f«^./«, called the Biftfop, 
which IS a round and pretty high Rock 
n doth not lye fo far from the Land as 
itis fct in the Map, but only a ilone 
eaft or a Mufquet (hot off. The other 
IS at the South of the Land, a pretty 
way at South Eaft of S^mhoe ; it is alfo 
a round high Rock called the Menek, 
Neer this Monek}s a dangerous whii Is- 
poolc, which in fti!l weather draweth 
Ships to it felf, and brings themfli 
great peril ; Sox the waves ftrike eVc- 
ry where into the Ship, nay in the very 
Maft • and the Ship cannot be fteered 
but one mud let it drive as the ftrcam 
will have it, till it be appcafcd. It is 
inoft dangerous in ftill weather, for 
then one cannot eafily get from thence, 
with a Gale of Wind one miy take a 
carcnot tocomeintoit! 

Jaum, which Mr, Veter Claafm fpca- 
keth of in his book called, a Defcriakn 
«/■ Norway, is not extant, but is only 
an inclofure.called Cor^, and is twofold, 
namely, North Gote and South :(?«<r. 
Neither ishetobe biamedi.foriir; 'fincc 
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he hath written with gthcis pen, and 
fecn with others eyes ► 

It is related by a part of the Inhabi- 
tants, that North of the Land, there 
hath at ftveral times appeared a Float- 
ing Ifland^not only by the relation of 
our Predeceffours, but alfo by that of 
thofc that yet live, who verily relate 
that they have fecn it during fome 
hours, difccrning hills and dales on it, 
and running; Rivers flowing through 
the Valleys,. and could perfpicuoufly 
fee that it was green in the Valleys be- 
low. 

Laft year the 28 of uipril, 1 67 1 , came 
to Ffrof, a Skipper, Paul Badfied^ v/ith 
hisShip^ and both he and two young 
Priefts which he brought over with 
him to Feroe, namely, Mr. Gregory Pc- 
terfm, and Mr. Peter Ckmemjon, relate, 
thatthcy on their voyage to Feree, be- 
ing by ftorm driven out of their courfe 
to the fouth thereof, perceived an I- 
fland, and being come ncer tp it, fawit 
perfcdly, with the Hills, Promontories, 
and Rivers thereof running down the 
Kland, green with Grafs towards the 
fca fide, with Rocks and Clifts neer the 
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Land, not unlike in all Circumftances 
to the Iflands of feroe, but perceiving 
no other Iflands by it, they found 
themfelves to be deceived^ and there- 
fore made to the Nojth, and after fome 
failing, found the Iflands of Feroe, and 
the Mafler rclatedj that, according to 
bis conjedure they had found that 
Land eleven Leagues from Feroe^ at 
fouth eaft. If there had been any 
fteady Ifland in that place, it would 
have been'found longago,jhofe that fail- 
to this Ifland often failing by that place, 
and all Ships that come from the South, 
and will go to the North of Het/and, 
direfting always their Coutfe to Feroct 
and therefore do neceffarily pafs by it, 
fo that if that Ifland had been faft, it 
would long fince have beea difceve- 
red. 

The Ifland of £wi^«|)/o?> found, and 
fo named by the Hollanders, which 
lay under the 65 degree of Northern 
Latitude, 45 Leagues North Weft of 
Feroej feems to confirm that opinion, 
fince it is no more to be found, I leave 
herein every one in his own opinion, 
whether fuch a mafs of hard Rocks 

could 
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could Float, and now again fink : If 
it were of the nature of a Pumill Stone, 
it might very well do fo, but then it 
would ever Float ; as Floating Iflands 
in frefh water, that are grown toge- 
ther with roots, and covered with a 
little loofe Eearth, deckt with grafs. 
The Inhabitants bcfides, rehcarfe a 
Fable of Suitiogy that it was at firft a 
Floating Ifland, and believe that if one 
couldcometothclflandfo often feen, 
and caft Steel thereon, it would remain 
faft, which Agreeth with the fuperftiti- 
on of Duckers or Divers, that lay 
Steel upon what they find at the bot- 
tom of the Sea, that Spirits may not 
remove it when they are hoyfcd up, 
which othefwife they find tote remo- 
ved. Many alfo tell much of thefe 
Floating Iflands, and bdieve there arc 
fuch in Nature ; but I cannot give faith 
to any of them, nor to any ones fuper- 
ftition. Ifthis were not defcribed by 
the proprieties of many Iflands,! would 
fay it were a Mountain of Ice, th^t 
came Floating from Greenland^ which 
if it be not, I believe ftedfaftly it is 
fome deception or illufion of the.Devil, 

who 
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who is in hii-nfclfa thoufandfold Arti- 
ficer ; for he hath cftcn before deluded 
them iH many other miriners, it being 
ahnoft every mans talk ia the Land, 
how formerly Satan in the dark, when 
they were rifen early in the morning in 
Winter, as they yet always do, to go a 
■Fifliing, did appear to them in the Fi- 
gure of a Boat, with Fifhermcn and all 
inftruments belonging, to Fithing jdid 
fpeak with them, gave them Fifh baits, 
and told them where there was good 
Fifhing to be found, and many can yet 
relate Satans words,when hedifcoverM 
them where there was good ground 
for Fifhing. If Satan could then in the 
figure of aBoat delude the Inhabitants, 
he may alfo do it now in the Figure of 
an Ifland, poflibly to allure the Chil- 
dren of the unbelievers to him, and 
bring them into mifchicf. 

This Province of Ftroe-^ with the I- 
. {lands belonging to it above named, 
ftretcheth it fclf in its greateft length, 
from North to South 60 miles, and in 
breadth 40 miles, or a little above, ha- 
ving at Eaft Sm'va. Norway, at South 
Eaft Orkfn(J and Scotland, at South 

Jreland 
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IreUnd^'it Weft the South end ofGreen- 
l«nd, at North Weft Ifittnd. 

The height of the Pole or Latitude 
of Pfroe,> according to the fupputati- 
on of iW, is at the South end 6 1" degrees 
] 5 m, and at the North end 6z degrees 
10 m. though I have, found the Land 
(according to the height of Thors Ha- 
ven at 62 degrees 2 m. which I have 
feyeral times taken) to lye fomething 
more Northwards; I have as much as 
po(rible,rought theLongitude,and have 
found the length from the Meridian of 
BiiranilpHrgh 20 degrees 20 mio. which 
Inakesone houi: 21 min. fo'that the 
Longitude of T'fcorf Haven is 16 de- 
grees 20 snin. reckoning from the Pico 
of Tenerift in the Canary Iflands, if 
I candifcoverit better in time, I (hall 
notifie it where it will be coHvenient. 
And iincethc Land lyeth under 62 de- 
gree!^, there is but little night in Sum- 
mer, not fully 5 hours ; When the 
Sun is in the Sign of Cancer there is no 
night perceived for a whole month, be- 
caufethe Sun doth not go 18 degrees 
under the Horizon, whence it comes, 
^lat in^th^ middeft of Winter they 

have 
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have but little day, though the Cre 
fufcdum and DilHculHtn arc fomcthing 
more longer hercthen elfewhere, efpe- 
cially when the ,Sun is in the South er 
Northerly Signs, for when it is at high- 
eft and makes the longeft day after 62 
degrees Latitude, it rifeth at 2 of the 
Clock and 7 minutes, and goeth down 
at 9 of the clock and 53 m. and tlien 
the day is 19 hours and 46 min; long, 
and the night from Sunfetting untill it 
rifeth 4 hours and 14 minutes, during 
which time there is no difference to be 
perceived between .day and night, the 
Sun being then but 4 degrees 29 miti. 
under the Horiion, and cannot there- 
fore make any difference for a whole 
month, there being then alfo but little 
difference in the Suns declination, 
whence it comes that we have no con- 
fiderable might untill the jytb. df jiu- 
guft, when the Sun firft comes 18 de. 
grees under the Horizon^ which if its 
right depth, fo that one can perceive 
nothing of its fplcndour. Now the 
Sunrifmg in the mid'ft of Winter at 
9 of the Clock 53 min. and fettingat 
2 a Clock apd 7 ^n. and there pein$ 

there- 
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thcreforebut 4 hours and 14 minutes, 
of day. The Crepufcidhm and DHh- 
CHlum add much to its length, fince one 
can perceive fomething of the day in 
the mid'ft of Winter at 8 a clock in 
the morning, and at 4 a clock at night, 
whence it comes that they have not in 
Ferae fuch tedious long nights, as one 
might well imagine. 

Thefe Iflands of Feroe confifting of 
a hard Stone, there is found here and 
there a Loadftone therein, on which if 
one fetteth a Compafs it will vary very 
much in fome places to the Eaft, and 
in fome other to the Weft. At the 
South of Suderoe there is a whirlc pool 
in the midft whereof ftands a high 
Rock called Sumhoe Ainnkj. neer that 
Rock there are fix others that rife a 
little above the water; on which when 
one fetteth the Compafs, it turneth 
round, and is fo fpoiled, that it is af- 
terwards of no ufe, for fome years a. 
go, there came a Ship too near this 5;/«>. 
^of ^««^- whereupon all the Compaf- 
fes, that were in the Ship (as the Ma- 
fter related afterwards to the Inhabi- 
tants of 5W«rfl«j were rpoiled, and his 
^ Voy» 
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Voyage had been fo tgo, had not a 
Seaman of the Ship by chance had a 
Loadftone, wherewith he touched the 
CompafTes anew. The ordinary de- 
cUnation of the Loadftone on Feroe is 
otherwife, 13 degrees 19 minutes, to 
the North Weft, which Severin Law- 
fon, formerly chief Marchant on Feroe^ 
a Burger of Copenhagen very expert in 
the Art of Navigation, did mark and 
reckon out in the year 1659. the 26 
of December^ at Thors Haven, oa Fe- 
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Since we have defcribcd the Land of 
Feroe, efpecially fo, that honeft Mar- 
riners may the better know the Land 
Marks 9 we will alfo here comprehend 
fomething of the Streams. Between 
thefe feveral divided Iflands there run- 
neth ttiany fttong Currents in feveral 
manners, according as the necks or 
points ofLand meet againft the ftreams, 
and according to the fcituation of the 
faid land, which caufeth fpecially m 
VVinter when there is a ftorm, and the 
wind bloweth againft Tide, a terrible 
and turbulent Sea , principally where 
t-here is ground neer the furfacc of the 

water. 
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water ; for where thofc grounds ftretch 
themfclvcs towards the Land, the Sea 
raifeth it felfand tumblerh about againft 
it, f© that it is terrible to confider, yea 
it breaketh fo ftrongly againft the Land 
that fcarce any Ship where it is fuffi- 
cicntly deep, can get over them, which 
grounds with breaking waves are called 
in the Language of Feros^ Boffves. If 
there comes any Boats on thefe Sof, 
•ves, when they break, it is prefently 
funk, with men and all. 

It, happened for i6 years ago, that 
Mr. John Hanfm Hardy , Curate of 
Suderoe^ on his Voyage to Thors Ha- 
ven (in a Sexring.thatis a great Boat 
rowed by twelve men^ came on fuch 
a Boffve in pretty good weather, yet 
both he and his mfe, and all his Chil- 
dren, with other of his Folks, to the 
number of 21 fouls, were all drowned, 
; And the .Boat funk by the Boffve; It 
happened in that fad accident that a- 
mongft thefe drowned Folks, the Cu- 
rates Wife floated up again eight days 
after, and was found driving in the 
Current, whereof doubtlefs the caufc 
is, that flie had greater veins then ordf- 
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nary, as is ufual for women to have, 
by the blowing up of which her Corps 
was brought a Float. 

Itisvery obfervable, that when the 
faid Bojfve breaketh in bad weather, 
it doth fo three or feven times together, 
.without ceafing, and then rcfteth fome 
.time, therefore when the Inhabitants 
cometofucha Beffve,^'a^mu^ needs 
overit, thcY lye ftiU untill the Boffve 
hath broken, and then get over it fpee- 
dily with their Boat. 

Befides, the Bofve breaks alfo in 
.fiiil weather, when it is very warm, 
and when there v/ill be Froft or Snow. 
Thirdly, when fome Boat goeth fome- 
thing near the ian^ over the Boffve that 
breaks not then,but lyeth ftill, it break- 
eth up unawares of it felf, and often 
bringeth people in danger. I have 
been told by an old honeft man yet li- 
ving, very expert from his youth both 
in Currents and 5o^t;fJ,who knew all 
the Bojfves round about the Countrey 
where he lived, that it happened foir.e 
years fince, he went with a Boat from 
the Land, whereon he dwelt, namely, 
Koltsr over to Stromoe, to fct there a 

man 
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man on land, and went into a little 
Creek of the length of a Boat, and half 
fo broadjWhere he fet the man on fhoar^ 
it being then quiet and ftill all about, 
when againft all expecflation, aBofve- 
broke upon him, fo that he and ollhis- 
folks were in very great danger of their 
lives ; having never from his youth, 
nor fince that time perceived any B>jf- 
w to be there. 

The Inhabitants are in this finiple 0- 
pinion, that the Sea is fenfiblej and that 
the Bojfvei cannot endure the Iron of 
the Boat. But hereupon thefe are my 
reflections-, thatthe Bojfve breaks up 
a certain-number of times happeneth 
by the providence of Godj that hath- 
created all things according to weighr, 
meafurcjand number, but thatthe Bvjf- 
•vcs break either againft warm weather, 
or againft a North wind and Snow, or 
afo when fome Boat- gocth over the 
fa5iie muft have an occult caufe, which 
is hard t» be found out ; and that one 
may the better underftand the caufe of 
it, onemuftcoEfidcr, that there is this 
order in nature. ■ ■ 

Ail motion that happeneth between 
C3 the : 
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the Elements and other beings, that 
have neither fenfc nor lifc,dorh happen 
byaMagnetical Sympathy or Antipa^ 
thy ; that is a hidden and inward affe- 
(flion in fenfelcfs beings, whereby fome 
things love each other, and are eafily 
united together ; fome hate one the 0- 
ther, and cannot be united, whereby 
there is made a motion in nature^ as if 
there were fome life in the things which' 
move them felves, orfufFer themfeivcs 
to be moved.. This is perfedly fcen 
in the Loadftone, which by Sympathy 
loveth Iron, and turneth it felf towards 
it, Thii is manifcft enough amongftr 
Medicaments, and fpecialiy it is ken 
and perceived in Antidotes, that is 
Medicines againft poyfon, and in the 
poifonsthemfelvesj for when a man 
hath taken fome poifon, and thereupon 
taketh in an Antidote, the poifon is 
then driven out by the Antidote, 

Chymifts do find the fame amongft 
Meitalsand Minerals, for Gold hateih 
Brimftone, driving it away, and con-^ 
trarywife loveth Salt,drawing the fame 
to it felf, being eafily united with it in 
Operations^ Silveronthe contrary ha- 
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tcth fait, drives it away, and inftead 
thereof loveth Brimftone. 

There is a natural Sympathy and 
Antipathy between the Elements, and 
is even fo as we have now expreft be- , 
tween Mettals and Minerals j for fup- 
pofea Circle divided in 4 parts, with 

A. B. C. D. Let A. be Gold and 
Earth jB. Silver and Water; C. Brim- 
ftone and Air; D, Salt and Fire, as A. 
Gold fufFereth it felf eafily to be uni- 
ted and melted together with B. Sil- 
ver, fo A. Earth is eafily mixt with 

B. Water, attrads it willingly to its 
felf,and draweth its fatnefs from it;wa. 
ter alfo loveth Earth,as its proper man- 
fion, wherein it rcfteth. Secondly as 

B. Silver; loveth C. Brimftone ; fo B. 
Water maketh rauchof irs neighbour 

C. Aire, fufFers it felf eafily to be at- 
tradedintoic, and joynsit in operati- 
on with it felf. In the third place as C. 
Brimftone is united with D. Salt, to 
work with joyned forces on Mettals, fo 
the Air C. taketh eafiiy to it felf the 
FireD. to play with it in Nature; the 
Fire again loveth Air fo much,that with- 
oat it it is as dead, and hath no force. 
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On the otherfide fhe Fire D. adhears to- 
thc Earth A. as to a fit matter, from, 
which it rcceiveth force, and can c^cr- 
cife its Funaions ; and Earth again 
rcceiveth Fire lovingly, that it maybe 
warmed by it, and produce its fruits. 
As Salt D. adhears to Gold, A. as to* 
its fit fubjcif^, wherein it can operate, 
fo Gold again receivcth Salt joyfully', 
2S its- kindcft Friend, of whcmi it re^ 
cciveth food and nouriihment. MorCr 
over,, as we thus firid a natural Sympa- 
thy between the things now mention- 
ed, we find alfo an Antipathy between 
them^ ; for as Gold A. cannot fuffer 
Brimftone C, nor Silver B. Salt D. who 
as their refpedivc Enemies ftand op- 
pofcd in the Figure 5 fo the Earth A. 
cannot abide the air C. nor the water 
B. the Fire D. which therefore ftand 
alfo over agaiuflone snother in thefi* 
gure, and yet they are bound together 
by an orderly Sympathy, for air it 
fcif cannot be fliut up withia the Earth 
andifithappenethfo, it doth not tar- 
ry Jong in that Lodging, but brcakech 
out with great force, and caufeth ihofc 
terrible Earth quakes j neither cap the 

~ Earth 
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Eatttv remain above in the air, but 
ftayeth in its proper Seat, and if the 
Sun draweth any thing from it into 
the air, that grofs unpolifhed gueft 
knoweth not how to behave himfelf 
in that fubtile habitation, neither can 
the Air well abide it, and therefore 
there arifeth a quarrel between them, 
with terrible Thunder and Lightning; 
In the fame manner Fire cannot be u- 
nited with Water, without one of the 
parties dcflruflion, as is known to e- 
very body. 

Notwithftanding that the Elements 
are in their nature fo con-trary to one 
another, neverthelefs theone wit! not, 
nor can be without the other, fuffer- 
ing each other by a' temperature, but 
when that is wanting, fo that there be 
either exccfs ordefe<^, nature then fuf- 
feretb, and is moved by Antipathy, 
by which reafon, this unexpefled mo- 
tion- doth happen in the water o- 
ver thofe grounds that are caiied ^e^- 
ves. 

For it is feen in Fer<>s; when the Air. 

it f cry warm, fo that there arifeth" a 

fog from the Sea, rendring the Air 

C 5 :, dus-ky^ 
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dusky, that not only the Currents run 
a great deal fwifter and ftrongcr then 
at other times, but the Sea alfo grow- 
eth ftormy, beating againft the Land, 
and the Boffves htt&k cut though it 
be ftill weather ; which happeneth 
becaufe of the Antipathy that is be- 
tween Water and warmth in its ex. 
cefs, whereby. Water fuffereth in its 
xsature. 

Quite conirary, this happeneth alfo 
when there will come a ftrong Frofl: 
aad Snow in Winter 5 the Currents 
grow then ftjronger, The Sea beats, the 
B^fves arife, though it be very iiill 
weather, becaufe there happeneth a 
deficiency, in the. temperaturi of 
warmth, water being forced to lofe 
4 part of its natural heat, and there- 
fore cannot keep its innate fluiddity, 
but. muftj by fuffcring in its nature, 
let it felf be chang'd to a ftanding ri- 
gid matter y namely lee, which affedl 
the Elements, do perceive afore hand, 
and by the.vertue of their Magnettical 
Antipathy, move themfelvcs. 

This Motion is alfo perceived in hou- 
fcSa [or it happeneth in f jrse, that when 

there. 
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there is a great ftorm, and the wind 
cannot have its pafTage, between thofe 
many hills, as in plain ground, that ic 
is f«metimes quite ftill in the Valleys j 
fo that one may go with a light between, 
the houfes ; and on the contrary the 
gathered wind comes afterwards a 
great deal Wronger and more terrible, 
but before fuch weather cometh, or 
that one can perceive any thing of it, 
as the water arifeth before the coming 
of a hard Froft, fo are the houfes moved 
before this ftormy weather cometh, fo 
that every nail of the houfe cracks, 
though the houfes be fcarce moved af- 
terwards, when the ftorm beats upon 
them, they being low and Fortified a- 
bout with thick waJ/s of TuriFs and 
Stones, which motion muft therefore 
necelTai'ily happen in the manner afore- 
faid. 

But that the Bojfveshxtik when there- 
comes a Boat over them, hath a far 
more hidden caufe, though it may hap. 
pen by the aforefaid Magnettical Sym-- 
pathyv We have declared above how 
it is with theLoadftone inthat Coutf- 
trey, on the Rocks near SHmb9$MHnk,r^, 
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andl doubt not but there being fo ftrong 
a Magnet in thofe Rocks that arc fo' 
Jittle above the water, there may alfo 
be a Magnet in fuch grounds, whence 
it comes, that when a Boat paffeth o. 
vcr them, thcLoadftoncbyiis Sympa- 
thy, attradis the Iron of the Boat^ 
which that fhallow water not being a- 
ble to endure, rifeth it felf, though I' 
leave herein every one to his own judg-= 
rncnc. . 

Concerning the Current of the- 
ftrcam it runneth very fwiftly about 
the points of Land, efpecialiy in the^ 
new and full Moon, eight men in a^ 
Boat not being able to overcome it,' 
but muftftaytillit hath run out,, and- 
lurneth it fclf by reafon of which it- 
happcneth often, that when the poor 
inhabitants are at Sea about their Fi- 
fhing, and there cometh an unexpeded - 
ftorm, the ftream being againft them, 
they muft ftay on the fame place, at' 
all adventure , untill the turning of 
the: ftream, and til! they get the Cur- 
rcni! with them towardsthe Land ; but 
if the ftorra^roweth too ftrong, thofe; 
p^ow people often come to misfortunes.^ 

U. 
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It cannot be well CKprcft with a. pen, 
how fierce the. Sta is, nor to whac 
height it raifeth it felf, when the wind 
and the ftream are againft one another. 
And it is obfervable as is faid above,? 
that when the Current runneth againft. 
the wind, the wind brpuxrh with great-. 
cr force then it doth elfe,. and when, 
the ftream runneth before the wind,: 
it ftilkth it/felf, fo that they fecm at 
firft to ftrive againft each other^ as two 
enemies, and afterwards togrow mild- 
er when on$ of them doth fly- I m.uft- 
here relate an Exaraple of the Sea's t<r- 
riblenefs by the reafon aforefaid. The . 
little Ifl«nd Koker, which is deferibed- 
above, is expofed to the open Sea on 
the weft fide, and thereis towards the 
Main- a Promontory thirty FatJioms 
high, wherethe Seaahnofl every win- 
ter breaks over with a Weflem wind, 
and that in fuch quantity, that the In- - 
habitants are fometimes in danger,. 
though the Sea has yet 50 Fathoms tc 
run without theClifts,befbre it reacheth ■ 
the Land. . . 

It happened for. feme years ago, that ■ 
tketc lay 3 large, ftonefix. fp.ot long a.nd - 
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four foot thick and broad, on a cor- 
ner of the faid Promontory, whfch 
ftone the proud Sea tumbled about and 
threw fome paces from the place where 
it lay before 5 tbatfeems incredible, if 
oneconfidersthe bignefs of the ftonc, 
and the height of the Mountain, and 
one mig^ht well fay how is it poffibie 
that the Sea can rife fifty Ells up in the 
Air, but it is neverthdefs a perfeft 
truth, for it hath not only been rela- 
ted to me by the Countrymen of the 
Ifland, but it lying m my Parifh, I have 
my felf been there, and exacflly confi- 
dered the place 5 and he thut takes ■ 
good notice of it, may rather won- 
der^ then conceive how it can be 
fo. 

The Fiflicrs fayalfo that when there 
hath been fome days fuch a flrangc 
ftorm of water and wind, and the wind- 
afterwards flilleth it felf; fo that the 
Inhabitants dare row out on Fifhing. 
Thercisneverthelefs an extraordinary 
great motion every where at Sea 5 fo 
that fometimes they are as it were, 
lifted up to the Heaven, and prefently ^ 
come down as it wcre;> to, the Abyffin 
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as DmU faith, Pfd. j 27. which mo- 
tion of the Sea they cMjlda, andcer-^- 
tifie, that when they arc funk in it,they 
can fee no land, though it be above 300 
Fathoms high. 

As for the motion of Tides themfdves 
they perfed their courfe according to 
the Moon here as well as in other pla- 
ces, where there arc ordinary tides, by 
an ebb of fix .hours, and a Flood of 
the like fpace of time 

Yet their courfe is different according, 
as they, beat againft the Rocks and 
points of Land, and as the .ground is 
under them i whence it comes that the 
particular ftreams alter their courfe, 
and run diredly againft the general 
Tides, Aich ftreams being caiied iicre 

Concerning the general Currents 
here, the Seaman that is not much 
acquainted with theLand may have this 
for information. , 

In the firft place, where the ftreams 
run even between the land, there is a 
principal Current; as between SHde. 
reefiord, Staapeafiord, JCaljoefierd, Sk&g- 
perdand Fugloefiord. When the Cur- 
rent . 
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rent runneth here to the Weft, it is 
called Weft.fall, and when it runneth 
te'tbeEaft,Eaflfallj but in Kalfoefiord 
the Eaft fall runneth Northward, and 
the Weft-fall Southward, becaufe of the 
points of Land. 

Secondly it doth not runwith cqiialj: 
rapidity during the fix hours, but its 
(If! courfe can be divided into three parts. 
In the firft third part it runneth preny 
faft, changing and augmenting its force 
more and more. In the fecond, third 
part, it is very rapid, and is here called- 
Braaddew ',\a the laft third part it lo- 
feth its force by little and little, till it 
comes to turn, and then theftreamisas 
it were half dead. In the third place, 
the Tide is not allways equally ftrong, 
but it is ftrongcftin the new and full 
Moon,three days before and three days 
after, lofing after of its force till the 
firft and laft.quarter, and it renews its 
ftrength again from the firft and laft. 
quarter, till the new and full Moon, 
though according to the Moons vcr-* 
tufctC.be neither aivvays equally ftrong,; 
but in 'the Spring 'and Summer .when' 
tke-Sun aoteth moll on the earth, fo tbat^ 
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the warmth rcflcdeth thence, and in 
the Dog days, when the air is hottcft, 
by rcafon of the heat of rhe Caniculc, 
it is ftrot)ger in every change of the 
Moon, then it ufeth to be in Autum or 
Winter ; from which cffed may doubt, 
lefsbe concluded, that the Sun, toge- 
ther with the Moc-n, and the inward 
warmth of the Earth doth produce the 
rodtionofthe Tides. ' 

-For the 4;/3. when the ftream runneth in 
thelniets at E.or when it is Eaft-fal!,it is 
theu Weft-fall by the latid, and in the 
Iders, and fo quite contrary , fo that 
wheel the Matter of a Ship cannot ad- 
vance his voyage in the middle of the 
Inlets, he muft fcek his advantage by 
the Iders, for they ftretch thcmfelves 
in fome places a mile from the Land, 
Fifthly, the Tide beginneth, that is, 
the water rifcth at Weft fall, and when 
that is out, and it is Braaddew, it is 
EJoL'd or highcft water, that is Weft- 
fall in all the principal ftrcams of -every 
Inlet, but afterwards Cometh the Eaft- 
fa!Ifrom,the Land, beginning thereby 
by little'and little to grow low water, 
but how high or low the. water rifeth 
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or falleth in tme^ cannot be cxa^Iy 
defcribed, there being a great ine- 
quaility in it, both by reafon of the 
changes of the fcafons of the year, and 
of the Moon, wherein the ftreams are 
ftrongeft ; Notwithftandingthcftream 
arifeth much higher at weft of the Land 
thenatEaft, ufually feven Fathoms at 
Weft, and but three at Eaft. 

In the fixth place it is very needful 
for a pilot to know when it ii high wa- 
ter or Weft-fall in Ferae^ not that he 
might thereby run fecurely over Rocks 
and grounds ; for he hath no great need 
of that in j^wce, but that he may know 
how the ftream runneth, and advance 
his voyage accordingly • all Marriners 
having erred therein l\\\ this day, even 
the Sea expert Hollanders, who in their 
Sea Mirrour, write that a South and 
North Moon msketh highcfl: water in 
Feroe. Thofe that have traded in this 
Country and in their Voyage have ta- 
ken notice of the Tides, have found it 
©therwife, and believe quite contrary, 
that an Eaft and Weft Moon giveth 
higheft water j wherein they doe not 
much erre, but I have enquired about 
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thisbufincfsofold nnderftanding meni 
who neverch'elefs take little notice ot 
higheft water, nor know wherefore it 
is fo obfervable ^ but only note their 
Weft and Eaft fall, which they never- 
thelefs only mark by Flood and low 
water, notunderftanding what an Eaft 
or Weft Moon fignifieth, and they fay 
altogether, that the fecond day after 
New or Full Moon, it is perfeft Weft^ 
fall, that is higheft water at fix of the 
Clock in the morning, and Eaft-fall or 
Low-waterat twelve of the Clock at 
Noon ; whence an expert man can con- 
clude that a North Eaft Moon, and a 
South Weft, make higheft water, the 
firft day the Moon beginneth to filf, 
that is at five a Clock and fifteen mi- 
nutes in the morning, and then they 
have higheft water, or W^efl: fall, in new 
or full Moon, in Feroe, a North Eaft: 
and a South Weft Moon making high- 
eft water in all the principal Streams 
above mentioned. In the other parti- 
cular Streams, it is high water at dif- 
ferent hours, in fome before, and in 
fome after the ordinary time ;; for in 
Leerviifj'^ord, an Eaft North Eaft, and 
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Weft South Weft Moon maketh high- 
eft water, that is, when it is four a 
Clock and a half in the Morning ; In 
Nolfoe fiord an North Eaft and South 
Weft Moon, that is at three a Clock, 
and in Weliruans haven and Myggemfi' 
fiordti North Weft and SouthEaft Moon, 
that is at nine a Clock in-the forenoon, 
fo that here is a ftrange difff rence in the - 
rifingof ihc water, bet.veen thefc ma- 
ny Iflands, which cometh altogether by 
reafon of the points of Land, 

I dare not undertake to explicate the 
feveral Streams, with their Iders, there 
being often in one Inlet five different 
Currents that run againft one another j 
fo that I verf/y heXii^vz if the Learned' 
Philofopher ^rifiotU were here him- 
felf to undertake that worif, he would 
find no lefs difficulty therein, then in 
his Euripe. Nevcrthclefs I cannot 
forbear writing fomethihg of the little 
ftream, bctv/een Stromoe and Offitree^- 
which feemethvery ftrange. Though 
that ftream on both fides of the water- 
be wholly ftilland dead, and there be^ 
a very fhort way over the grounds be- 
tween both Lands, it runneth- nevcrthc- 
lefs 
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lefs forward and backward, according 
to the ordinary Changes of the Moon, 
fo fwiftly, that it is irnpoffible to tow 
againftitj but one muft expe(fi till it 
returneth. Whereof the caufe is this • 
There goeth neither Ebb nor Tide at 
South of the ftream, but at North the 
water rifeth and fallcth, though there be 
no jftrcam ; therefore when the Tide 
conies, the water runneth over to the 
South Sinus, and when it falleth again, 
it runneth over the grounds from the 
South into the North, yet no ftream 
can be perceived, becaufe the Inlet 
groweth wider on both fides, and is 
deep in it Felf, even as in the Main Sea. 
Before Feroe no ftream is difcerned, 
though there be feme, as every where 
in the world, but when it comes to the 
Iflands, the free flow courfe of it is 
hindered j and therefore it is forced by 
the narrow Streights between the I- 
ilands, to thruft it fc!f between the 
Lands, as a River would do through a 
Slucc. . 

Befides, thefefeveral Streams, there 
are alfo feme other, that turn round 
about, which they call Male Stromme 

or 



pi' 






4^ of the Lam of Feroe 

or\Vhirle.pool,whereof there are many 
that have been known hitherto, and are 
of all eftcemed to be SeaAbyfsms ; 
which errour cometh, becaufc none 
could Sound their bottoms, by reafon 
of the danger attending itj they draw- 
ing to thcmfclves all that cometh near 
them, whirlc it to the b©ttome, and 
after a certain time, caft it up a- 
gain. 

There are in Feroe three fuch Whirle- 
pools; the one between Videroe, Sat- 
me and Bardoe, not very dangerous, the 
other at South of Sandoe, by Dales 
ClifFts, called the 7l/»7i,dangerous when 
thcreisaftormora ftrongftream. The 
third at South of Suderee, running about 
Sumboe A-imk^y very dangerous. The 
caufe of thefe Whirle pools is not that 
there is a bottomlefs Abyfmaithe bot- 
tom of the Sea, wherein the water 
fhould run, when it is Ebb, and Flow 
out again when it is Tide \ fo that this 
(hould caufe Ebb and Flood, according 
to the opmion of fome \ for if it was fo, 
it would not rage fo much, the ftillefl: 
water having the deepefb bottome, but 
it proceeds from round grounds, with 
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Channels or Conduits in them. 

I have dilligently inquired about 
thcfe Whirle-pools, of the two De- 
puties fent with me from Feroe to 
Denmark., humbly to reprefcnt the ge- 
neral necedities of the Country, and 
one of them named John ^amfon^dwd- 
ling on Suderoe, told me that he had 
been the firft that durft undertake to 
row over the VVhirle pool, that lycth 
South of Suderofy about Sumboe Mnnk, 
whereof he fpexe with certain and long 
experience 

Firft, this Stream is very terrible and 
dangerous of it felf, efpecially when 
there is a Storm and aftrong Current, 
itdraweth toit felf all that comes too 
near it, andasit were fwallows it up, 
fo that a Ship cannot fave her felf nor 
avoid it, if fheapproacheth it too near. 
For a few years ago, the faid ^ohn fen*, 
[on faw about ChriJimoiTide in Stormy 
weather, a great Ship come into that 
Scream, whereof he faw fometimes the 
Fore-maft, fometimes the Mizcn-maft, 
and the Sea ftrikc above the Maine 
Qaarrer, a while after which, he could 
fee nothing more of the Ship. The Sea 

expert 
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•■expert Baggowandely in his book cal- 
led xht VVatching Eye, makes men- 
tion of this VVhirle pool, and faith, 
that Skipper Peter Odevdd gave him 
knowledge of it, I remember the time 
that the faid Odevald got to know this 
Stream, for he and his Folks told me 
that his Ship was drawn into it before 
he was aware, and that he could not 
then Steer her, the water beating in 
on all fides, to a great height of the 
Mafl, and he could not fave himfelf 
with his Sailes, becaufe it was quite 
llill weather, the Mafter affirming that 
he was never before in fuch peril and 
danger, though at lad it pleafed God 
toalTifthim, fo that he came off again 
by the reflux af the Stream, and arrived 
fafe to Thors- haven , whither he was 
bound. 

Secondly according to the faid '^ohn 
Jonafens Relation, the ground round a- 
bout this VVhirle-pooI is eighty or 
ninety Fathom deep,over which ground 
the Stream goeth ftill and quiet,with. 
out any boiftering, afterwards round 
about the VVhirle pool, the ground 
lyeih25>,30, to 35 Fathoms deep, over 
r - which 
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which ground the Sea with its waves 
begins tolift it felf, to work hard, to 
draw, and to whirle about; afterwards 
there rifeth a third ground, which ly. 
eth cight,ten, to twelve Fathom deep 
which formeth it feif Snaile wife in a 
Circle four times double. Nature 
hath made this high ground with 
points, as the tops of fome Ciiffts ; 
whence it comes that upon the points 
there is only eight Fathoms deep of 
water, and between them ten or 
twelve Fathoms : wherefore when a 
Fifher Boat comes upon that uneven 
round Bank, it is whirled about by 
the ftrcam that turns round about 
thefehigh ClifFcs, and that with fuch 
a ftvifrnefs, that young people unufed 
to fuch a wfiirle, muftlay themfelvcs 
down in the Boat to avoid giddinefs of 
the head, and it is to be noted, that, 
befides this fwift and hafty Gyration' 
the Boat is turned about rn another 
Circle, according to the Snail-wife fi. 
gurc of the ground. 

In the third place, between thcfc 

four round grounds, there arc three 
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Channels or Conduits^ wherein the 
Sea worketh ftill and runs about in 
the faid fmall turnings \ and before, 
on the Eaft fide,where the ground be- 
gins, there is a Gulf where the ftream 
runs in, as through a Slucej though 
within it worketh but foftly ; Thefe 
Channels are 25, 30, to 35 Fathoms 
deep \ now thefe Channels having un- 
even bottoms, and the water flowing 
about in flow whirlcs, it feems, that 
the form of the bottom muft be like 
that of the Superficie, that is to fay, 
with fmall bowings and Cavities in 
it. 

Fourthly , in the mld'ft of this 
Whirlepool, there is a deep hole, 
that is 50 or 55 Fathoms deep, neer 
the very bottome ; in the middle 
thereof it is generally 61 Fathoms 
deep j the inward water is even and. 
ftill above, only it runs flowly in a 
Circle, which may eafily be fecn by 
the Seas Scum, falling out of the 
Whirlc pucl, that flowcth round; on 
the South fide ofthat hole arifcth cut 
of the water aRock_ten Fathoms high, 

called 
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tilled SumboeMnnk^^hout which there 
is but fif:een fathoms decpth.At North 
of Sitm^oe-- A^ank^, "there are fix lefTer 
Rocks, between which and the A/uak. 
there is the depth of three or four Fa- 
thoms. And it is to be noted, as is 
faid above, that on thefe Rocks the 
Comp'ifs runneth roundabout, even 
as the Whirle-pool it'felf;' whereby 
it is fpoiled. 'So itis vvorth obferv^a- 
tion, that on 5«w^(7e A/nnl^., there is 
an extraordinary great cold, even in 
thehotteftSunfhincand bcift weather 
of Summer, fo that the people that get 
up the Adunkjo take Fowle,can hard- 
ly endure the cold,befides the Fowlcs 
that are hatcht and keep themfelvcs 
there, are very lean, fo that there is 
nothing on them but the bare Fea- 
thers. I am in great doubt whence 
fuch ati extraordinary cold fhould 
come 5 the water about F<rr<*e, though 
it be cold in it felf, yet by -i-feafon of 
its faltnefs and perpetual motion* 
caufing ufually there a temperate 
Winter 5 I cannot therefore conje- 
flurc that this Streains euntinuai mo- 
Dz tion 
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motion (hould contrarywife caufc 
fuch an extraordinary cold on the 
Munk. One may conclude, that fince 
there is fo ftrong a Magnete in the 
Center of the aforefaid Icfler Rocks, 
thereraay be alfo a ftrong Magnete in 
the other round grounds, by rcafon of 
whofe vertue, befides the Streams, 
Ships can fo eafily be brought into that 
danger. And if there be a Magneti- 
cal vertue therein, whereof 1 doubt 
not, I leave to others Judgment, whe- 
ther it can be the caufe of that extra- 
ordinary cold. 

Jn^tn here thtfecond FigHrt. 

Fifthly, at North of the Whirle. 
pool over againft Suderee, feme other 
grounds do advance equally forward, 
wherefore the ftreams altogether e- 
qually, and eaufe there alfo a terrible 
motion of the Sea. ThePremifescan 
be better feen and difcern'd in the 
annexed figure, which when the In- 
telligent Reader rightly confidcrs he 
6«rf cafily underftand what terrible 

and 
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the TortrtpfpVhirlpoole^ at ike SotUh, taft 
of Stuibo& ^ with. the. Soundings 
Soitth. 
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^ mnd dangerous ftirring there is in Tuch 
/a Whirlepool, when there isaftrong 
ftorm and current ; Since there is fuch 
» motion of the Boats over it, wheti 
it is ftill weather, a mild Sea, and the 
reflux of the ftream, for then only 
Fojkcs venture thcmfelres to fifh 
thereon. 

The Whirlc poo! under Saruloe tut- 
ncth about to its very middle point, 
and hath no depth in the mid 'ft, I 
have my fcif been twice on the third 
Whirlc-pool between the North 1- 
flands, and when one comes near it, 
it draweth the Boattioitfcif, asifit 
would fwallow it ; fo that the people 
have enough to doe to keep thfe ftream 
from getting the upper hand.all thofc 
: ©f one fide rowing ftronglyagainft the 
Oulf with their Oares, whileft a!l 
thofe of the other fide, with theit 
Oares, row quite contrary. And if 
the ftream gets the upper hand it 
whirlcs firft twice about with thcBoat 
and then twice back again, continu- 
ing fo four or five times j whence it is 
cafieto conclude how the ground is 
Dj figur'di 
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figuf'd below. Thefeforrs of ground? 
havetprtur'd many,(harp underftand- 
ings, and the fury.. o,f. the ftrean^bc 
jng To great, that.;noHein;^,iepgtinv 
durft venture himfelf to fcarch fiich 
grounds, rbe reafonof the mcftpart 
hath concluded that fuch whir!e-pools 
xverc Voragincs or bottomlcfs pits, 
thatcaufcdEbbandFlqud.: / ■ 

Aiwongft others- .Jth'a»'. Kircherj^l. 
3. H^drog. writes of the Rpiowned 
W/iirle pool under Noyvdaj, i:alled, 
JJ/w^e Stromy that it is a Sea Gulf, 
wherein the Sea runs down under the 
land of I^crvaay, and rimtieth. out a-r 
gain at another Sea Gulf within Sintu 
BothnicMi, or Botthen, whofe opinion 
Mr. Herbiniui in his pubhck differta- 
tion held at Copenhagen in the year 
1670. doth foHow, which opinion be- 
ing grounded upon uncertain rela- 
tions, is very erroneous,, as will be 
proved by the following reafotis. ■ 
Firft of all this Whirle-pool lyeth 
under the Land, between two Terri 
tories or Iflands 
of the Sea arifeth 



, where the bottom 
, a^d doth not de» 
fcend 
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fcend in deep cavities, even as is 
found in all the Whirle pools of Ffror, 
and in that of Betthen. In the like 
manner, the faid Kircherus in his Tti- 
Ma Geografhica H)drograf>hica', de- 
fcribes many Sea Gulfs through the 
whole world, but they are all found 
near the Continent, or between fmall 
Iflands:; ScylLa and Charjbdu arefoin 
the Scicillian Seat the one under Jc»- 
cil/y, the other near the point of Ca- 
labria, and to confirm the thing the 
morc,/<r»?-c^frMifaith,that there ftands 
a high Rock in the mtdft of the ftream 
which rauft be as the A/mk, in the 
mid'ft of Sumboes Whirle pool de- 
fcribed above. God doubtlefs hath 
naturally fct fuch high Rocks in the 
midftof thofc kind of ftrv^ams, as a 
Beacon for Seamen, that they iliould 
not come into danger. 

Secondly, Mr. Peter C/aufm in his 
Defcrjption of Norway, writes, that 
the water runs about in fuch turbu- 
lent and boifterous manner, that one 
can hear it fome Leagues off at Sea, 
which would not be if there were any 
D4 deep 
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deep ground to make a fwallowing 
Gulf, fince the ftilleft water hath the 
deepeft bottom ; but that great noife 
is made, firftj becaiife it is a narrow 
and fmall pafTage^between two Iflands 
for the large Ocean to run through 
with the Tide to the Continent, and 
Bs narrow to fail back again into the 
Maine Scsj and befides that over, 
comethofe high grounds, which be- 
ing winding in the manner of a Snail, 
rcafon doth perfwade that huge beat- 
ing and running about muft make a 
terrible noife. 

In the third place, Mr. Feter CUu- 
fen aforcfaid, writes, that what whole 
Trees that ftream draweth in, come 
out again rugged with torn Roots 
and Branches, which happeneth by 
reafon that thefe high round, and 
fliarp grounds, between which the 
Trees are whirled about by the ftrong 
flream, doth beat and wear off the 
Roots, Branches, Bark, and the up 
pcrmoft of the Trunk thereof. Of 
which fort of Trees there comes nja- 
By afhoar to Ftrctj which would not 

happCB 



cm 



fH it felfj &c. 57; 

happen if there were any pervious 
Gulf, for then the hole would be 
large ^ and the watqr run ftill round 
about, and when any thing came to 
the Gulf, it would haftily run through 
it without any damage, as one may 
plainly fee, putting a piece of Wood 
in a Funnel, and fill the Funnel full 
of water, &C. 

Kirdierm, to ftrcngthen his opini- 
on, writes, that near that high Roqk; 
in the midft of the ftream, there is an 
Abyfrrie, through which the Water is- 
fwallowcd ; in that manner there 
ihou'ld fir-ft be ai^i)r/e;r or Whirle pool, , 
and within it A Vorago^ or Sea-gulf,. 
that fhould have its way under Norm- 
way, and its out let within Bdnheiti 
If it were fo, there would not then 
conie out 4gain the tenth part ©f what 
it fwalloweA, whereas the Whirle- 
pool rcndreth as much . as come s into • 
ity and thematter that is come out of' 
IV never returns into it again,- th^- 
ftream that hath driven it otif, tf anfi- 
portiDgjt into the Main, whence it:, 
comes > driving tO'^^rM,rfland.|.snd; 
D5 €mm- 
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Greenland. ; as js more then fufficiently 
■ ^".S?J^"* .' ^n the h'k'e . mabner what 
, comes iip again i\\ Botihen^ is driven 
liy the 'ftream to one of thofe Sea 
Coaftsjorelfeout jntothe Eaft Sea, 
and one fhould then fee many of fhofc 
Sea Wrecks in the Eaft Sea, ' whereof 
nothing hath becn.'y:etper,ceived.. Fi- 
nally, it is openly knowji'to aH'thofe 
that hav^e.^n-y ways frcqUritcdithe 
Northern Countreys^ that the Iflha; 
bitants that dwell oil the Iflands and 
the CoHtiocnt about Mos^crStrmt, 
row oijt u'ppti" the Whirle pool, when 
the weather^ rs,,good, and :the ftream 
flow in its refluK, 4m^'fi(h,t%pjabua. 
dance, of fi/i] called 57, aiV I have 
been newly told by a Reverend man 
worthy of belief, very wfell known in 
that place,.; 4. ' ' / ' ". ' " "' 
1 confefs.ncvcrtheler|j,'-'thaV, "t^fffi 
may be. a deep hole rte„ay.tha^' higS 
Rock, which if there be, as I do'nbf 
at all doubt, then Mosko? Strom dptK 
agree in the ground perfea.Iy with 
Simhoes. Whirle- pool, ^nd it is m 
^uth an^adniirable ;vyorKoCNatunJ 
' " ' "" that 
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that as flie hath wonderfully formed 
the Shell of a Saailc, fo fhe forms the 
like figures in the air,forWhirl-winds, 
and in the ground for Whirl-pools, 
fcftihg in the middeft of fuch whirle- 
pools, a token to be aware of danger, 
and that nature might not be a hin- 
derance to it felf, it hath made therein 
a receptacle or deep hole to receive 
and keep what the ftreara draweth in 
from time to time, and afterwards re- 
ftored it when it runs out again. 

Neither will the Gulf within Boi- 
ttoen be found to Be otherwife then a 
round, grouiid, fince there is alfo pei:- 
ceWed fiich a terrible noife and boi- 
ftering as Or/j«f Magnus makes men- 
tion of, which comes from the rapid; 
ebb and, flbud ; through the long ^«/fe' 
' mien's'., oi the Eaft-Sea, whofe great 
force ■yet is not much perceived, be-* 
•caur? af the'dscp ground every.wherej 
and therefoxe beats the harder upon 
fuch, grouiKl as arifeth-within Eotthen^ 
wJiich is .percdycd like wife in the: 
ftreightnear/thelfleof ^//<«W,where 
btecaufeiKegrcjunds lye (hallow^^heiiE 
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is heard a terrible noife, which Mr. 
Bcrhmmz^xm^. in his DifTertation to 
have h,mfe f experimented, believing 
no^t^beforc that fuch things were in na 

As Whirls pools have hitherto gf- 
vcn inuch to think to many, fo fircight 
GurreDts have not bufied the thoughts. 
ofalc/Ter number, to explicate fun- 
damentatly their true eaufe, ground, 

nvent fomc caufes, they have not 
ycr found, the true Eorr^ and Mo- 

My intention is not to fet up my 
felf agamft fucb emincntPhilofophcrs 
but only to write down what I have 
^penmented and difccrned ir nature- 

tural Hiftory, I hope it willnetdi* 
pleafe the Ingenious Reader. 
Firft, here is fet down the inward 

jaufe, namely the fecretMagnetick 
Sympathettcal and Antipathetical vcr- 

"^? K'*^ ''"^ explicated above, by 
Ji'^"! ^^^"r,\«'.°rketh between^K 
|temcnts, and bnr^geth tbcm into mo- 

'- Second- 
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Secondly, there arc found two o- 
thcf active external caufes, ^c one 
is the inward warmth of the Earth; 
the other the heat of the Sun and 
Stars. 

The warmth of the Earth is not as 
fomc wrongfully think, a fubtcrra- 
nean fire ; for then the Sea ftiould be 
moft moved near IJlitnd^ltalj, and So- 
c»/;,fince there are feen vifible figns of 
it near them, namely, burning fires 
in the Mountains of Hecla^ Vefuvio^ 
and c/£tn<t. But there is a nattiral 
warmth in the Earth by vertuewherc' 
of, GrafSjHerbs, and Trees have their 
growing motion, which Is proved by 
this, that the Sea hath principally in 
the Spring, in March and jip-il^ its 
chiefeft motion and grcateft Ebb and 
Floud in Veroe j when warmth gets^ 
the upper hand, and the Earth open- 
cth ft felf for Plants to break out of it, 
which motion with its Ebb and Floud 
doth not come, as Canefitu fuppofeth. 
From the the Earths Conjunftion with 
fheMoonin the Gollure of the Sol-' 
fticc. The Earth being removed un- 

dejr 
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derthe^qnatoror"the Line, and the 
Moon, under the Ecliptick, meeting 
together in Aries and in Libra^ where 
the /Equator dividcth the Zodiack, 
and therefore the Sea and Stream are 
ftrongeft in the Spring and in Autumn. 
We will not enter here into, the dif- 
putcabputthe motion of the Earth, 
bat only fay againftit, that if it were 
fo, the Floods (hould be greatcft, and 
the Streams m oft rapid both in the 
Spring and Autumn, as Cortejtm him- 
felf affirmeth, though notwithftanding 
Ebb and Floud is gre-atcftin the Spring 
and ahnoft leaft of all in Autumn, as 
is known to all the Inhabitants of J='e- 
roj, befides which, it would alfo fol- 
low that in Summer, when the Mooa 
and theSunareinC4««r, or in Win- 
ter, when they are in Ca^ricorn^ or in 
the Collure of the Solfticies, the floods 
{hould.be leaft^ and the ftrcams weak- 
e{l:,whereas in the middeft of Summer 
the Floud is.found to be greateft, and 
thc.ftteam almoft ftrongeft, one,;iwy 
thprefore r,earonably .attriiautC; ,it ,p 
the.caufc jy-hich hath thentn^fi force, 
" ' " - ' ' nami:»- 
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namely, the warmth of Earth, which 
then afcends, and produceth itsvcr^ 

Reofon might well perfwade it to 
be impoflible, that fuch a great and 
'deep water (hould be altered thereby; 
,fuch a. warmth being very moderate, 
my reafon would alfo didate fa me 
the. ftffi^ if the Magnetical Sympa- 
thy whereby this warmth isfo.qua-' 
lified in the Water, were not in nature." 
There is neither but a mean Warmth in 
a mans ftomach, which when, it ts 
hotteft of a}J,, cannot ,b.e compared 
-with the heat .of-firc;, .yctaij'.a fhatt 
time, jt Codkis and Digefts Meat td 
JCuch an alteration, by its natural vcr- 
tlie, that the^rieateft fire could hot do 
the like with any meatin aifCettl^or 

, , Jt IS alf© proved thatftjlie.hcatof the 
Sup a nd St'aj-s n;p veth , the' Wat,?f, . fay 
this, that wlien the warmth I'of- the 
Earth is^fccndeiin PlVn^s, and there 
is,Rain ,<nd'^^j>rd ||/eali^€r^t^c.Stream. 
f^Then mcJder^je,, but .wh^n/the -^m 
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not only the Water is moved, and the 
Boffvcs break out, as is faid fcefore, 
but the ftrcams alfo are then very ra- 
pid, and the Ebb and Floud higher 
then ordinary ; fpeciaily during the 
DogdaySjWhcn the Canicitle., together 
wiih the Sun are hotteft, but when 
the Dogdays are pad, and the Sun 
advanceth to the South, the fotceof 
the Streams is weakned more and 
more untill Winter, during which 
fcafon it is but half as ftrong as in 
fummer.. , ' .. 

Befides thts^ there is an dther ex^ 
traordinary caufc of the iqct'cafe |of 
the waters motion in Winter, which 
is the hardnefsof the froft, and having 
Ipoken of it above, the Reader is're- 
ferr 'a thereunto. 

God having thus created nature,thc 
Sea in the beginning was brought into 
a moticn,which will laft aS long as tHe 
^voirld doth cxift. 

The form or manner of this Ebb 
and Floud hath llioftr of all perplexed 
Philplbphcrs, evcry.one having invent- 
ecd-'an^ Wypophefis. to E-xplicati'lt, 

Godi 
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God is wonderful in all his works,and 
what fccms hardeft and difficultcft of 
all to our underftanding is often moft 
plain and eafie ; fo this "wonderful 
augmentation and dinninution of the 
water doth confift in a mcer motion to 
and fro between the Continents, from 
Eaft to Weft, and from Weft to 
Eaft ; and that in great waves, as 
will be proved by the following argu- 
ments. 

Firft, the whole may be known by 
itsparts, feeing that the drops of wa- 
ter are of a roimd figure, one may 
conclude that water is round. Like- 
wife, as one fceth the Superficies of 
the water to be moved by the wind 
into waves, one may aJfo affuredly 
conclude, that the motion of the great 
Ocean is made iu Wayes ; fo the 
Bojfvtt , whether it be by heat or 
cold, forming themfelves into waves, 
the krger Sea doth the like al- 
fo. 

, Secondfy, this is proved by experi- 
ence in Nature \ Ttiofe of Feroe^ by 
this experience call- this manner of 

Ebb 
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EbbandFIoudEaftandWeft.flllj 
f I L 'V^i^t which with its waves 

£['?' \h^"?e Sea is moved and S- 
fethbakw.th.ts waves to the Weft 
l^Jl^} GreenUnd. The Eaft. fall gi, 
ve h ,n Feroe Ebb or Joweft watf^ 
falling to the Eaft of mrway and 
gS^'"f \-c higheft wateTTVeft^ 
fan makcthhigheft water or FloUd „ 
Ferae bec.ufe when the Floud falle h 
back from the Weft of i^mJ the 

nigher and higher againft Peree ac- 
cordin^ to the nature, of W^ves 
Wh^chts plainly proved by th^ th"? 

three F^^h^'''''''^^^^^^' ^*^^^h bu 
fIX ^^'^T'' ^"'^ ^f Weft feven 

fathoms; the didnnrf ,„U c , 

forrv mill ■ °*'""^^W"ereofisbut 
rorty miles m Longitude- Yea on^ 

W eafily perceive the Sea o'a'ife 

Laft; though the Land where it i, 
broadcft, be not ahn,,^ I , * 
broad. '^*' ^'S^^ "^''« 

teachetb, that It ,5 the nature of water 

to 
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to lift up it felf towards its extremi- 
ties, and run Horizontally between 
the Latitude, whercunto it is anfwer? 
ed, that when the water, hath its own 
motion without refiftance, it floweth 
Horizontally, without waves, as 
through Conduits, but when there is 
a refiftance on both fides, the bottom 
is uneven, and there is no outlet, the 
one part byifs perpetual motion dri- 
ving the other, it muft needs, accor- 
ding to the fuppofition of Kircherus, 
arife and fall in waves, wherefore if 
it were as Galilao bdieveth , either 
there would never fae Ebb or Floud 
ta Feroe, in the Flemifli Iflands, or 
the J Hands of Cape Verde, which both 
lye in the mid'ft of large Seas, where 
ihe Ocean fhould flbw Horizontally, 
or elfe both Weft-fall and Eaft-fatt 
fhould make there Ebb and Floud, 
which never happenethin Nature. 

Ebb and Floud confift therefore 
without doubt and certainly in the 
motion of the Sea, like that of waves,; 
to and fro from one Continent to 
another , or in the fall where . the 

one 
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one wave falleth upon the other, dr'' 
ving one another againft the Land- 
>Jow fince the|;rot:ndarifeth toward 
the Land, and the waves lift and caft 
themfclvcs over it,that muft needs na- 
turally caufetheincreafe of the wa- 
ter towards the Land, whence it hap. 
pencth that Eaft-fall maketh highcft 
water under iVow^;-, from the N'onh 
Cape to Bergen, where the Sea hatha 
irtc courfe; as likewife to the weft 
of Scttland&nd England, except it be 
i\i3XlrelimA\^Q. in the way. As alfo 
to the weft of Irel<i»d, France^ and all 
Jlfrica, untiirthc Cape of good Hope, 
eontrarywife, Weft.faltgivethJiwh- 
eftwater UBderallthc Eaft Coaft of 
Amtrka, and on the other weft fide 
thereof until Mare del Zux.. And 
en the contrary VVeftfall maketh 
high Water in Mare del Ziiz. under 
the Eaft point of Tan/iry and 'china. 
In the mean time, fomctimes Weft. 
fall, andfometimes Eaft fall, maketh- 
high water about the Ifiands which 
arc fpread abroad in the Ocean, and 
in the ftill Sea, according as the dif- 
ference ef their Meridian is, and the 

Seas 
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Seas motion doth augment its waves. 
For Example, when the Sea fallcth 
wqft on Feroe, the waves of the Sea 
fall then higheft thereon, and there- 
fore VVeft-fall maketh higheft wa- 
ter, Q^ite contrary, when they fall 
back again, on the Eaft, the waves 
have their cavities turned towards Pg- 
roe,and therefore Eaft- fall giveth there 
loweft water. 

It is certainly true, that as God 
hath created all things according to 
weight, meafure, and number j a cer- 
tain wave falling at the weft of Ferte 
in its retiring. Nature hath equalized 
thcfe waves in certain number, thick- 
ncfsand length f never to be altered) 
according to thediftancc that is be- 
tween the Continents ; and they arc 
moved in fuch an unalterable perfe- 
Ctioiiy that neither the ftrcngeft con- 
trary wind can hinder their courfe or 
fall, nor a fore wind procure that they 
fhould come fooner or later ; the rea- 
fonjs, that the wind moveth but the 
uppcrmoft fuperficic,but cannot move 
the deep Abyfs thereof ; Whence it 
coraethj that when the great waves 

fail 
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fall on upon the ground of /crse, and 
the water muft thruft it felf over tbe 
grounds between the Iflands, as 
through a fluce, and when there co^ 
meth a ftrong Storm againft the Tide, 
which cou d well move the water 
from the bottome, in the fame place 
where it feems that thecourfe of the 
ftream might bt hindered, ii;^ can ne- 
verthelefs not happen fo, the force of 
the next wave coming from the main 
deep, beating after it, and the greatcft 
driving the Icaft, the wind not being 
able to hinder the caufc, can neither 
hinder the cflFed of it ^ yet none of 
them being willing to yeild they 
ftrive againft ond 'another with fuch 
fury, ftorm, and roaring of the Sea, 
that it cannot be exprefTed with a pen , 
and when the Tide falls back in its 
time, the waves grow qwct, and the 
wind appeafethit felf^ as two mighty 
Enemies that can win nothing on each 
other, do at laft agree, lay down 
their weapons, and walk the fame 
way together. But as a great wind 
cannot hinder, neither dim fore wind 

fur- 
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further thecourfe of theftreams;be- 
caafe of che great wave that go.th be- 
fore at the bottome of the deep, 
which cannot be driven further then 
its natural courfe doth require, after 
which the ftream that is driven by the' 
wind muft needs regulate it fcif, all 
what A fore-wind can doe, is only that 
what water it driveth afore it felf from 
the Superficie, may fervc to increafe 
the flood; whence Cometh flood wa- 
ter, that breaketh over Banks, and 
endamagcth many places ^ though 
from this generality particular 
ftreams muft be excepted . 

For a further proof of this former 
explication, it were to be wifhed that 
one had or could get an exaft defcrip- 
tion of the Weft Coaft along ^«ro^e, 
and Africa, and on the other fide the 
whole Eaft Coaft of America^ and 
afterwards in the ftill Sea, all the weft 
Coaft of America and Eaft Coaft of 
Apa^ as far as it lyeth open to the 
Sea, when it is higheft water at the 
points, and in the Bayes, how high 
the water ni&lh and fallcth in every 

place, 
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place, and what is their Longitude ? 
As alfo that one could get thefc three 
Points dilligently ©bfcrvcd about the 
lilands over the whole world, or as 
far as might be; which if it could be 
performed one could plainly fee and 
perceive that this demonftration is fo 
in nature, yea, one could alfo find how 
big and long every wave is for- 
med. 

None ought to doubt of it, becaufe 
fuch waves are not perceived byMar- 
riaers, for as little as they can dif. 
ccrn the motion of the water in the 
Main Sea, as little can they perceive 
the waves rifing or fall, For the dif. 
fercncein forty miles in Teret being 
but four Fathoms of the waves riling, 
how could it be obfcrved by Sailers, 
Neither can it be difcern'd any where, 
but about fuch Iflands at Sea : and 
having been undifcovered and un- 
try'd hitherto, the wit of many hath 
invented feveral Hypothefis, which 
are not in nature. 

Much lefs ought any one to fuSer 
himfelf to be feduced by particulars, 

which 
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which are all irregular, and much of 
what is written thereof, upon the re- 
lation of others, erronious. Thus the 
Hollanders have err'd in defcribing 
the Currents of fem after the decla- 
ration of Marrincrs: in the fame man- 
ner Kirchems, after the Defcription 
of Olans Magnus, arid the relation of 
Seamen .- alfo the ftream of Mos](^e, 
whereupon he hath grounded a great 
abftrrdicy to explicate the nature of 
Ebb and Floud ; which hath made 
Mr. Herbinittsm his publick difputa- 
tion to err fo much that allhisfuppo- 
fitionsfall of themfelves.- ' ■ 

But all particulars are explain 'd 
when univerfals in their true grounds 
are right underftood, and the Inlets 
and Points diligently obfcrved. For 
an example we will take the llreain 
under the the Low Countries in the 
North Sea, Gatigate and the Eaft 
Sea ; according to our general demon- 
ftrafion we find the Ocean to falf 
and run into the Channel with the 
great waVes of its motion by ah Eaft- 
fall* as -alio to both fides thereof of 
E Jrrams 



f 



\y\ 



I 






74 ' of the LAni of Feroe 

France and England^httsfJ^^nisk fills 
all the Inlets and Harbours of the 
Coaft of all NethirUnd, thence the 
ftream is divided into two parts or 
branches, whereof the one runneth 
Northward , between Englatid and 
Norway, and on both fides fills up 
all their Havens ^ The other runneth 
towards the Eaft , between Norway 
and futUndf towards Swecien, and 
endcth there its working j running 
back again fix hours after from thence 
to the Chanoel, joyningit felf tothc 
general motion of the Ocean at the 
Weft of jimerica, where then it ma- 
keth higheft water, about this parti- 
cular Stream, and its Ebb and Floud 
arc thefe following points to be con- 
fidered. 

Firft, thatitis caufedby the gene^ 
,fal motion of the Ocean, -and there- 
fore the noting of the time thereof 
cannot contribute to the explanation 
of this Phdnomemn; but the timeo 
the floud without the Channel ought 
only to be confidcred,and from.thcncc 
learn the motion of the Ocean ;*!iU 

what 
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what is within turning it felf ac- 
cording to the ends and points of 
u "i*^ a meer Flux and reflux, as 
the Ocean falleth fometimes on the 
talt, and fometimes on the weft part 
thereof. *^ 

Secondly, it is obfcrvcd that on the 
^^&:Mtoi England and Smland, as 
alfo over againft it, under Norway, 
there cannot be a ftrong Current.nor 
great Ebb and Flood, by reafon that 
the wave which ihe Ocean drives in. 
to the Channel, is diminiftied by the 
many Inlets and Havens that are at 
the fouth end of England, and in the 
reach of Land between high Sand to 
the Elbe.znA the ftr earn running af. 
terwards partly Northward; and the 
r^orth Sea between England and Nor- 
-my, not being perfeaiy moved, be- 
caufe ofitsnarrownefs here and there 
atEaft and Weft, that little ftream 
according to its proportion, filleth 
both fides; whence it comes tha^ one 
perceiveth no great ftream in Nonvay, 
till one Cometh pretty well North 
where the Ocean floweth without hin- 
E 2 der- 
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dcrance, artd it is even fo under the 
remote part of Nomay, and other 
neighbouring places. 

In the third pl^ce, it is to be doub- 
led, whether this Flood and Strcana 
(which .'omes in through the Chan- 
nei,and.:tunneih againft GottenboroHgh, 
runneth not through the CatigAte into 
the Eaft Sea, and makcth there an or- 
ilinaryfiream ofEbband Floud infix 
hours, as in the Ocean. Our Herhi' 
vm denyeth the Eaft Sea all this, and 
for ought I could learn of our .Seamen, 
they are almoft all in the fame opini- 
on, not knowing any other thing of a 
Stream there, then what a conftapt 
Wind can caufe, either out or in 
through the Sound . Ncvcrthclcfs.the 
Stream which comes from the Chan- 
nel runneth into the Eaft Sea, and out 
agiin, though in perceptibly, and all 
the Eaft Sea (though it cannot eafily 
be obfetw'd) hath its ordinary ebb and 
floud, which is not only proved by 
the ftream of Botthen above mention- 
ed, but can alfo be cafily perceived 
by the little Current tunning between 

' Fdftit 
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Fa/ficr and Zealand, which orderly 
runneth Eaft and Weft, abfolviiig hs 
Ebb and F loud in fix hours, as I have 
newly been informed, andhave expe- 
rini€ntcd ; we have alfo the like ex> 
amples in Fecee; at North of Ndfoe 
Stream, between Stromoe and OfierQc 
there is no ftream perceived, neither 
ebb nor floud that can be difcerned, 
bccaufe of the depth of the ground^ , 
though it be there neverthelefs, asis 
proved by the ftrong ftream at North 
of Stromoe, in the ftrcight between 
the 1 Hands over the high grounds, de- 
fcribed and explained above, which 
hath its courfe with the Stream of Not- 
foes Inlet. 

The third proof of the manner ia 
which ebb and floud is cffeded, de- 
pendsof the Moon, which God hath 
created as anafTiftant to thifmotioa 
ofthe Sea, in cxercifing two offices,, 
by helping the motion thereof, an^ 
b}' diiccfling it. 

That the Moon contribureth to its 

motion, is plainly fccn, becaufe rh« 

flrcam is in general, during cfee whole 

E 3 year 
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year, according to the propriety of 
every feafon, ftrongeft and ebb anii 
floud grcateftjin New and Fell Moon, 
increafing and diminifhing according 
as the Moon increafcth or diminiiheth 
its light: wherefore fuch a thing hap- 
pen^th^ I humbly conceive to be this, 
warmth being a principal caufe to the 
moticn of water ia general, and the 
Moon being of a cold and moid na- 
ture, when the fame receiveth its 
light from the Sun, it groweth warm 
thereby, and by this Warmth moveth 
thi water. Now fince it is mofl warm 
when it is in Conjunction or Oppofi- 
tion with the Sun,becaufc then it darts 
its beams diredly upon the Moori. 
The Moon is then therefore mofl: able 
to move the water, when it is New 
er at full. Now the Moon gene- 
rally retiring every day from the be- 
ginning of the New Moon, twelve dc- 
grees from the Sun, or coming every 
day after full Moon twelve degrees 
nearer ir, fo as it retireth or cometh 
nearer the Sun, it (hooteth its beams 
awry on the Moon, and the more by- 

afling 





i 
1^ 


^^^^^ 














^^^ 


CI 


Ti : 




3 ^ 




5 ( 


5 


1 i 




5 



■in it [elf, &c. 7p 

affingthe Suns light is dijflributc(3,the 
lefs warmth doth the Moon receive, 
and therefore movcth the Sea as its 
warmth diminilheth, or isincreafed ; 
and therefore the motion of the Sea 
with its floud and ebb is greateft, not 
only when it is new, or full Moon, but 
alfo three days before and after, and 
is leaft when the Moon is in the 
Quadrate, or 6rft and laft quarter, 
but becaufe the Moon being in the 
Perigeum, or in Gonjuncflion with the 
Sun, is then nearer both Sun and 
Earth,- it feemeth then to have the 
greateft warmth of the Sun, and to 
be abletoexercifeitsovertureon the 
Sea better, then when it is in the Apo- 
geum, furthcft from the Sun and 
Earth, in its oppofition or filling. 
The- operation of the Moon isnever- 
thelefs equal both when it beginneth 
to be new, and when it is. filled j for 
the Moon having greater warmth and 
force at new Moon, it is thought to 
a<fl by refleding its light towardsthe 
Sun j the dark and cold part being tur- 
ned to the Earth ; yet having lefs ' 
E4 ' warmth 
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warmth and force when it is full, it 
can nevcrthelefs moiie conveniently 
and better pour down what it hath on 
the Sea, by turning its fplendid afpeft 
dirc<f^Iy upon it. . 

Butitis very remarkable that two 
or three days after the beginning of 
the newer full Moon, the Stream in- 
ereafeth ct Floud, and dcth not dimi- 
nilh; which itzm^ to contradiit and 
deflroy our demonftration, whcreun- 
t«i we muft feck anotbercaBfc then- 
thc N4o(>n ; which in my opinion \s 
this, whatfoever is Heavy ard is 
brought into .motion by fome violent 
fcrce, doth not flrajght ways dimi- 
nifh its faid motion, when the caufe 
hath lofl: its forccj but rather augments 
it ; it is even fo in this cafe j The 
Mcon hath fome difficulty to augment 
ihe eourfe of the ftrc^m when it is 
weaktft, in its firH; and lafl quarter, 
but when it is grown rapid in new and 
full Moon, it cannot fo flill it fclf a 
gain, but increafeth naturally • fpeci- 
ally the Mover having loft in two 
days time fomething of its force. 

This 
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This is plainly fcen in the Sea, for 
when it hath been moved by a great 
Storm, it is more u;iq\9iet the next 
day, when the florm is appeafcd, 
then it was whileft it laftedj for then 
Cometh that terrible Aide which we 
have dcfcribed beforc,and at the fame 
time that huge floud which ftriketh 
up high in the Air againft the Lartd. 
We might alfo difcern, that by the 
Suns efftd on the Earth, for it .{hi- 
nethhptter in the afternoon then be- 
fore Mid'day •, not that its heat is- 
then in it felf greater then before j 
but becaufe the Son muft in the fore- 
noon drive away the cold fron> theHo- 
rizon, but in the afternoon produrethf 
itshcat without any hinderance. This 
explication doth very well agree with 
the name, which Seamen give to thac 
time of the Tide, calling it Spring, as 
if^it fprung by its own foreei.and 
would Bot be direded by the 
Moon. 

Secondly it is plainly proved' that-' 
the Moon governeth the Sea, by the ■ 
Q^iadruple mofiort of ir, twiceto the 
E5> ' Wcftf, 
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Weft, and twice to the Eaft, (n 24 
hours and 48. min. according to the 
courfe of the Moon, though our- Ma- 
iicr Heybinws will not grant that; not 
thinking there is fuch a thing in nature 
as that the Moon by Antipathy could 
Kow in 6 hours and 12 min. drive the 
Sea from it felf, and afterwards by a' 
Sympathy Jn fix other hours attrail 
that again ; whileftnothing of all this 
happencth by Antipathy, in the opini-. 
Oil of Hirlfinins. 

For, according to thefe principles, 
theSea is in a perpetual motion to and 
fro, as water in a Veffel between its 
limits, againft which if it beats, it 
cannot get over ; but muft appeafe its 
proud waves and fall back again j 
which w^ll laft as long as the world 
continues. But the God of order 
that has created and ordained all 
things according to weight, mcafure, 
and number, hath made the Moon to 
govern thereover, not only as a mo- 
ving caufe with the reft, in the manner 
aforefaid; but alfo regulateth its mo- 
tion accprding^ to its own feafons,and 

the 
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the Moon having two Motions, the 
one from Eaft to Weft, together 
with the Sun, and other Planets and 
Stars-, the other from Wefl: to Eaft, 
by which it moveth every day ufual- 
ly 12 degrees, from and to the Sun, 
which makcth 48 min.of timc:fo there 
can be ■ no Antipathy between the 
Moon and the Motion of the Sea, 
to what fide foever it turneth it 
felf. 
- And God having made the diftance 
fo broad between the Continents, 
that it can be fix hours falling back 
from one Land to another, which it 
would perhaps perform a great deal 
fooner if it might follow its own pro- 
perifionjnay it might well in its fury 
and rapidity, overwhelm the whole 
Globe of the Earth, by reafonofthe 
aforefaid caufes; therefore the Moon 
is made to hold back by itscourfe that 
of the Sea, that it may not perfe(fl its • 
motion frofti one Coatt to another in ; 
fix hoursorlefs,but in fix hours 12 m. 
which maketh in the four Tides of a ^ 
day 48, m..fo that the Moon gover-- 
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fieth the Sea, as a man doth a running 
Horfe ; fometimcs putting him for- 
wards, fojnetimes making him go 
flowly, at other times giving him the 
Bitt, and fometimes keeping him 
back ; and notwithftanding maketh 
him fo run, that it cometh to his Stage 
fit the appointed time. 

This is my poor opinion concern- 
ing Ebb and Floud,. grounded upon 
. my own experience and dilligent en. 
quiry, whereby, having written itin 
otjr Danijh Tongue, I would fpeciaK 
!y give Seamen occafion to enquire 
into nature wherefocver they come, 
after this raanuduftion 5 which if they 
do, I doubt not, but they fhaJI mike 
fuch obfervations, that this explica- 
tion will thereby be fo confirmed, 
that it. will not be cafily refuted. 
We wit! here tranfport us from the 
fait Sea to the frcfli Water on Land, 
Gcid can never be fufEciently praif. 
ed, that hath fo wonderfully and a- 
byndantly bleffed that Country with 
well tafting and wholefome Fountaii* 
W.ater, Springing feme Fathoms high 
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on the top of the highcft Mountains; 
U'hieh in the greateft drought runneth 
conftantly alitioft every where ■ fo 
that there is fcarce a Cottage, bat 
there runneth along a Ilitle Spring 
water, or a great Brook, gathered of 
many fuch Rivclcts ; whofe water fs 
. gencraHy colder in Summer then in 
Winter, though they have there no 
healing Fountain for many difeafes^as 
in o(her Countreys^ except one, in 
0fteree, near Gate -^ which yet is not 
much made ufe oft this water is of 
tbat nature, t,hat.it is much warmer in 
Wintcrthcn other Vv'ater ;:and if one 
will keep it a whole year it contina- 
eth without corruption. One might, 
it feems, reafonably conclude, that 
fince Brimftone is hot and keepeth 
Wine, frpm corruption,, that, there 
HWylpcBrimfione in the roGk through 
which the water floweth, whereby, it 
is tiflgcd with this quality, and there- 
fore, there is doubtlefs a great vertue 
hidden in that water, for the ufe of 
man, ifitwere as convenient tp come 
as it is.difeomodious. 
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what feemcth ftrange in the beings 
that God hath created, whenreaftn 
cannot comprehend it, is prefcntly 
taken for a miracle, though it be an 
efFeft ofnaturej one mayalfojuftly 
hold this for admirable, that God by 
his wonderful wifdome and power, 
hath fo ordained it, that the mortal 
body aggravates the foul, and the 
earthly Tabernacle opprefTcth the' 
wandering fenfes, fo that they fcarce 
reach the things which are on earth, 
and hardly perceive what if'hath un- 
der hand, as the wife man fpeaktth, 
in the ninth Chapter ©f his Book of 
Wifdome \ whence coipcth, that maf 
ny of the Sons of Men, that will hot 
trouble their Brains with fuch deep 
thoughts, do meerly confider fuch cf- 
fedts of nature as w©nders,others give 
themfelves no thoughts at all about 
them, making ufeef them as vinrea- 
fonable creatnrcs 5 others, to whom 
God and nature hath gjvea more 
light of underftanding, do not per- 
fril in fcarching the fecrets of nature, . 
fo a«' td tire- themfelves therewith. 

Amongft . 
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Amongft thefe fecrets of nature there 
are not the leaft but the tnoft in wa- 
ter, namely, its courfe, and its afcent 
to the top ofhillsjand itsflowing dowa 
from thence. 

The ftrange ftream between Boetia 
and thcjllanci, of Negrofanty called 
£mjpf, which runneth in and out 7 
times in a day, troubled fo much 
that accutc Philofopher Ari^xotk^ in 
his deep Speculations to comprehend 
thecaufe thereof, that he, as Hifto- 
rians bcliev«, took his Death there, 
upon. 

The faid j^rifiotle hath alfo taken 
great pain* to underftand the natu- 
ral caufe«| the Springing of Foun- 
tains; butne hath been deceived in 
the invention of his reafoning ; 5c<«- 
liger having long fince refuted Lim. 
But the Wife King Solemn in Ec 
clef 1 , 7. tcacheth us whence the wa- 
ter Springs come, and what is their 
natural caufe : all waters, faith he, 
flow to the Sea from whence they flow 
againj but he teacheth us not the man- 
ner how it happeneth, nor the caufe 

where- 
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whereby the water can Afcxnd, from 
the Sea, fome hundreds of Fathoms 
high, through the Mountains, as it 
doth generaliy here on ^eroe. Adagi- 
rus in his Thyjilogia lib.^ c.6. bringeth- 
in the opinion oi Scaliger^ in this nnon- 
Rer; although wc know not the caufe 
of this natural thing, yet we judge 
that the water doth not mount up in 
a direftlinc, but through tnany turn^ 
ings, and there being hollow veines 
in many places of the Earth and 
Rocks, the water doth run through 
them, and thofe Conduits being nar- 
row, the Sea lyeth heavy thereon and 
prefleth them fo that the Jeffcr wa- 
ter muft needs rife aboveilflpl feeka 
way to get out where it can find it, 
whence come Springs and Feuntainsr 
Ihusiat Scaliger. 

;.Out of this meaning of S^aUgen 
the Ingenious Reader can eafily per-- 
ceive that there are many crooked 
Veines or Conduits, under the Earth 
and Rocks, b^t yet it doth not follow 
that they caufe or help the afcent of 
thc.Watcrj.for.it cannot afcend di- 
rectly 
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re<f\!y up, as we fee it doth not 
through a hollow Poft. By the help 
of nature and art, [Archimedss inven- 
ted a fcrc.v to make Water afccnd 
from the place where it lyeth ftill, 
which Screw was a hollow Leaden 
Pipe, that W3S twined about a round 
and long ftaffe in the manner of a 
Screw, but it was to be turned about, 
and fo the water was fcrewed up ^ 
fuch arc; not naturally found in the 
Earrh, and though there be no fuch 
crooked Conduits in the Earth, the 
water can neverthelefs afec^id from 
the loweft' part of the Earth, to the 
highcft top of the Mountains, as fliiU 
be demonilrated hereafter. Befides, 
it is to be noted, that the water of the 
Sea doth not .'throng or prefs up the 
water of the fountains, bccaufe it is 
more abundajit or heavier then the 
water that is in t,he veines of the 
Earth; for. if one layeth a horn on 
the back, To that both ends are equal- 
ly high Horizontally, and one fiUeth 
it full of water, though there be then 
much mor^ in the thicker end then in 

the 
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the fmaller, which it fecms by rcafoh 
of its gravity, fhould endeavour to 
feck the bottome of the Horn, and fo 
drive out the lefler water, it cannot ' 
neverthelefs do fo, for the greater 
water cannot drive the leiTer higher 
up, then it feff lyeth high ; whence 
it folio weth that the water of the Sea 
is as high, yea higher, then the high. 
eft _ Mountain, on whofe top there 
fpringeth Fountain water, which muft 
be proved. 

All Mathematicians do truly affirm- 
that Earth and Water make a round 
Globe together, as it may be percei- 
ved by the Eclipfe of the Moon,when 
the Earth lyeth between it and the 
Sun • for what is then darkened is 
round, becaufe the interpofcd Earth 
h of a round Figure. That Water 
is abfolutely round as the Earth, is 
proved by the cuftome of Seamen, 
, who when they will difcover Land 
climb up to the Maiti maft, whence 
they can difcover it, when no body 
elfe can fee it in the Ship ; the caufcj ,, 
whereofis theroundnefs ofthe Wa- • 
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^etj for if it were flat they could as 
well fee the Land below in the Ship, 
as above on the Maft. 

Fiaally, the whole is like its parts, 
and therefore if a drop let fall on 
a Table, or on a Cloth formeth it 
felf round, the whole Mafs ©rbody 
thereof muft have the fame nature 
afld propriety. 

That Fundament being firm, and 
without contradidion, the wide Sea 
can foon mount, in the roundnefs of 
it! figure, higher then any Mountain 
on Land is high. 

And therefore naturally, according 
to the aforefaid nature of Water, can 
cafily weigh up and prefs the leffer 
water through the Conduits of the 
Earth, though they be not crooked, 
and that as high as the Sea is in its 
highcft Superficie ; which is demon- 
firated by the following Figuire. 
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^ Let this round Figure be the wBoIc 
Globe confsfting of Water and Earth, 
Ic: D. E. and F. G. and H. I. be three 

parts 
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parts of the Lmd, and the {pace be- 
tween water : Let A. be here the high- 
eft Superficies or uppermoft part of 
the water; let K. L. be a Spring qo 
the high Mountain, D. K. L. now 
water preffith on its higheft near A. 
down towards the Center C. through 
which it cannot come to the lowcrmoft 
Superficic, and therefore feeks a paf- 
fage through the earth, and amongft 
many, let therebe a veinc near M- 
running up,either ftraight or crooked, 
fronn M. to I. K. as may be feen in the 
Figure, which it can eafily do,till B. 
lying firft Horizontally with A. but 
the Sea cannot drive up the leaft drop 
thereof to N. becaufe it is higher then 
A The Water th^efore runneth thus 
from K. down the Mountain over the 
Plain near L. and thence into the Sea, 
by O, which it will do as long as the 
World lafteth; and fince the perpen- 
^dicular of the Mountain I.K. is a third 
part of the length of the earth, femi- 
diameterC- 1, which alter the fuppu. 
tation of Aftronomers is 859 Leagues, 
fo the Mountain is high perpendicu- 
larly 
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Jarly 286 Leagues, no Mountain being 
^o high ; no , not Mount Oljvtfm, 
that IS efteemed the highcfl in the 
World. 

_ And this fuppofition fheweth the- 
rifingof thcSeain the motion of its 
waves, expounded jag. 64. for if there 
be fo great a difference of Floud in the 
fpacc of ten Leagues, what diffe- 
rence is there then in hundreds of 
Leagues. 

This Demonftration is confirmed 

by a rare example of a water in Feroe; 

for there is on Sa^eraf towards the 

South, near a iittle Village called 

Fmoien^ a little Lake, pretty high 

OH the Mountain, ^lat hath ordinary 

Ebb and Floud with the Sea, but it 

hath doubtlefs larger Conduits then 

other veincs of water, through which 

it can eafier rife and fall ; fo that this 

example is a fingular proof of the de- 

mouftration aforefaid: for if that Lake 

had Ebd and Floud immediately of it 

felf, other frefn waters that lye ftill, 

would alfo have the fame nature .-but 

if this happens mcdiately,byrcafon of 

the 
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the motion of the Sea, it followeth, 
that frefh water afcendeth from 
thence. . 

That there runneth fait water in the 
Conduits of the Earth,and comcth ouc- 
again fte(h, is by this reafon, fince all 
Mettals and Minerals, as Chymifts 
prove clearly, are produced of Salt, 
and the Earth hath its fatnefs of the 
fame, they draw theo the Salt from 
the Water for their maintenance and 
nourifhment, as the flcfli draweth 
from the blood in the veines of a 
mans body, that whereof the body' 
hath its increafe and fatnefs. And", 
wherefoever there are Mettals "and 
Minerals in the Earth, the Water. 
Attradls their qualities, and is tinged 
according to. their nature ; whence^ 
doth proceed feveral healing waters, 
that Earth draweth Salt, to it felf, is 
proved by.an Artificial Experiment: 
for if one willbind a piece of linnrn 
^loth over the one end of a bottomlefs 
Cask, and fill the Cask'full of Earth, 
pouring, on the earth a quantity of" 
Salt water, and letting it fink through 

the 
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the Earth two or three times, the 
Water at laft will come out frefh,the 
. Earth having drawn to its felf the S.alc 
thereof. 

If any would conclude frefh Springs 
to come of rain water, becaufe when 
itraincth there runneth out more wa- 
ter at the Spring, then when it hath 
been a long time dry weather, the 
Spring being then drained, and produ- 
cing no water ; It is anfwered therc- 
untOjthat rain cannot be the caufcof 
Spring water on Feroe, the Land coti- 
fifting in hard (tony Rocks, and high 
Steep Mountains, through which the 
Water can find no paffage, and be- 
caufe of their fteepncfs, muft prefent- 
ly run -down, neverthelcfs the water 
flowcth more abundantly from the 
Springs, when itraineth in f^roe, and 
lefs when it is coryftan droughc,{brije 
of the Springs growing then wholly 
dry; which cometh from the harmo- 
ny that is between the Air and th« 
Earth.' 

'For it happeneth Conftantly and 
naturally, that wh<en -the Air is re- 

folv'd 
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folv'd into moifture, the Earth olfo 
produceth then its humidity, as may 
be fecn on the Stones of Walls, and 
when the Air" is a long tin:ie dry, the 
earth is fo likewife, and when the 
Earth is n:ioiftened by the Air, it fuck- 
cthfromthe Sea Water nothing but 
the Salt, but when the Earth is dry it 
thirfteth,and therefore fncketh in/not 
only the Salt, but a!fo the v/ater • 
whence it comes that little Springs arc 
drycd up in long droughts, but where 
there are. great vein?, as there is alfo 
dmerence annongft Conduits, the wa- 
ter IS indeed diminifted , but not 
wholly dry'dup, for we have fome- 
times great droughts in Feroe, ^oth&t 
the Earth fplits it felf to the ve- 
ry Rock, Water is then wanting 
;n fonne places^, but in fome other 
never. '- 

Fire and Water beitig almoft the 
Jwochiefeftneceflaries ©f mankind • 
nature having denied this Land Trees! 
Jo that there grovs here none, except 
fome httlejunipersthat grow in fomc 
.ew pldces jiear, the Earth, nature 
f huh 
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98 Of the Land of Ferce 
hath recompcnfed that dt.kCt with 
abundance of Turf, whereof tliough 
the Earth N faft, there are found ma- 
ny forts exceHcnt good, in fevcral pla- 
ces, fo that fonie of th^m are made ufe 
of by Smiths, to work Iron with in- 
flcad of Sea-coals, which is not found 
here, except in one place of Sude- 
roe, unto which yet a man caa hardly 
come. j; . 

The Air of thefe iHands of Feroe is 
no lefs confiderabie then the Water ; 
In Summer it is temperately warm, 
not very hot at any time ; neither is 
the Winter very cold, though the 
Land lyc.h under 62 degrees of Nor- 
thern Latitude, it freezeth feldomea 
moncth together, neither is thcFroft 
then fo hard as to produce Ice in the 
open Inlets, wherefore all Horfe and 
Sheep go into the Fields during the 
whole Winter, a;id never: come un- 
der ftiUter, the caufe of fuch mild 
eir is the suit Sc?, wherewith thel- 
flind is err.bractu round about : which 
being warm bothb\ its. faline nature, 
andS perpetual raotioni produccth e- 

ver 
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ver avvarm vapoar, which tempers 
th e Air, and taketh away the rigour 
of its coldncfs, and together caufeth a 
moift air, fo that there falleth moft 
melted Sno>v, mifling and rain in the 
Valleys, though it frcezeth upon the 
Mountains ; from this moift air and 
watery Clouds is produced much 
florm and terrible winds, which fome- 
times tear up the ftones from the 
ground, turn rp the Earthen cruft 
from the Rocks, and rowie it toge- 
ther as one m ght rowle a piece of 
Lcsd, and thofe ftormy. winds arc 
very variable, -according as the Gapps 
arc between the tops of the high 
Mountains, betwixt which the winds 
gather and throng thcmfelves through, 
with a wonderful force, when fome- 
times it is, amongft the Folks that 
dv\'cll in the Valleys under thefc 
Mountains, during fuch a ftorm, fo 
flili, that one may goe from one 
houfc to another with a light burn- 
ing, and then afterwards it ccmcth 
again fo terribly by Gufts, as if the 
the Hills would be torn to pieces, 
Bz and 
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and it is ^orth confideration, tliat 
before the faid impetueus wind co- 
mcth or is perceived, tiic iioufcs crack 
and make a noife as if they would 
ftreight fail down, which ajtcr^vards 
though not much moved, being low 
t>ui!t, and on all fides well defended 
with thick Walls made of green TurfF 
and Stones. 

Otherwife there being fuch high 
Hills, fo that the wind cannot blow 
ilraight forwards, but now hitts a- 
gaii ft oi.c corner, then againft anp- 
ther, and fo ngainft a third, one of 
thofe ftrong winds thus meeteth ano- 
ther, and as it were, begin a Fight to- 
gether, whereby are caufed terrible 
Whiilevvinds; which having a long 
tim; ftormed about between the hills 
come do^u' over ch-. Inlets, and whir- 
ling roiUid Ebout,,ri.n agoin through 
theiD, fomew hereof are above three 
miles 'one, a gr^.-^rwiy ipio the Sea.* 
and then it i'- vrrv J ;li^/r ,ii,; ^oi' Beats 
that STC met ui»"i.^y/vhti-.h li.; ft pre- 
feii'ly let -jJI ih' if Sai's.or^'k 'icy 
are ovtuurntd 'ij^n :l*\ '-J ?t -"^ 
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bappeneth often, though the Sail be 
not up, that the Whirlc-wind over, 
turncth the Boat and the people, as 
many examples do witnefs, and as 
Boats are in danger by fiich Whirl- 
winds ; foffiip; hive rometimes no 
lefs cauTe to fear thofe Gufts from the 
Mountains, when they fail in greateft 
fccurity ; for they in the like man- 
ner fall down from the Mountains 
when-itisftill weather, as hath been 
cxprcfTed of fcvcial contrary Stormy 
Winds, which Eorreign Marriners 
that come with their Ships between 
thcfe Lands, muft well obfcrve or elfe 
they may poffibly come in danger 
thereby. 

Specially \t is to be noted about 
thefe Whirle-winds, that fometimes 
on Land between thefe Rocks, when 
it is pretty good weather, and there 
is no danger, one of them will come 
on a fudden fo furious, that it bcaCcth 
a man down from his Horfe, yea, 
bcareth down Man and Horfe, as alfo 
ftriketh down thofe that are going on 
Foot, fometimes hurting themj whcrc- 
F 3 fwe 
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fore thofe that arc ufed totheCouti- 
trey caa eafily perceive its coming, 
for it is heard before, with a terrible 
boiftering between the Clifts, when 
the weather is alfo very quiet; where- 
fore the Rider alighteth from his 
Hcrfe aad layeth himfclf on the 
ground, holding fafl: to the Grafs, or 
to a Stone, as he thinks himfeif fecu- 
reft. 

That fort of Whirle-wind happen- 
ethbut fcldome, and is doubtlefs of 
that fort, which naturaliftcall Exne- 
fhia, that are caufe^-by the Clouds on 
the top of the Mountains, as Kirche- 
rus reiateth, that it happencth on the 
Mountain called Table Momt, at the 
Cafe of good Hope^on which Mountain 
there is perceived By »tie people a 
little cloud before, whence is caufed 
fuch terrible and unlocked for whirl- 
winds ,* which Cloud when they fe« 
on the Hill, they run amain to thcif 
Ships, Lanch from the Land, and To 
preferve thcmfelvcs and their Ship- 

There is told a fliangc Story whien 

'is 
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Jsfaid to have happsned in this Coun- 
trey, by reafon of a Whirlcwind ; 
Which the moft part of thofe that read 
k will perhaps not believe, though it 
be true. It happened a pretty long 
time fincf, that a Prieft of Suderoe 
called, Brdder Anderfcn, travelled to 
one of his Paridies, namely, 5«»;W, 
and when he came in thofe parts, in' 
a place called Sumboe Horfe, which 
is a very high Clifr, above 200 Fa- 
thoms high, and hath fcveral points, 
by reafon of which,befides the height 
of the Mountain, whether the wind; 
bloweth from the Land or to the 
Land, there may becaufed a ftrong 
Whirlcwind, and the high way bein^ 
very near the edge of the promontory 
where there is always a pretty florm, 
though it be ftill weather every where 
below ; (which happeneth by reafon 
of the promontories height and hin- 
deranceof the Airs free palTageJ hap- 
pened that the Prieft coming that 
way towards Sumboe Horfe, there 
came aflrong Whirlcwind that took 
away the Prieft and Horfc together, 
F 4 and 
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and carried him beyond the edge of 
the Promontory, and another whirle. 
wiHd coming dire<fily againft it, threw 
him again on the Land, without any 
hurt. Though this fccms incredible! 
to many, it is neverthelers told for a 
truth by many worthy of behef; I 
have my fclf been at and vifited ^the 
place, according to the Scituation 
whereof, it -feems that it might na- 
turally happen, a ftronger whirlwind 
having overcome that coming from 
the Land, it may then according to the 
nature of a whirlewind, have driven 
both the weaker wind and the man to 
Land again, which I do not only 
grant might naturally be, but believe 
alfothat Godj by his Omnipotcncy, 
and the Protcdlion of \\\s Angels 
hath contributed thereunto ; others 
may believe hereof what beft pleafeth 
them. Oiherwifc, the ordinary winds 
that blow here, are for the moft part 
Weft and South Weft , fpecially in 
the Spring and Harveft, thefe Winds 
being very moiil ; and it hippencih 
VfuaJlythat on the fide of the Land 

where 
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where the wind bloweth, there is 
Rain and bad weather, whileft on the 
other fide it is fair and clear : which 
Cometh by teafon of the Lands great 
height. 

Here being no very hot Summer," 
neither is there any thunder heard du- 
ring that feafon j but only in Winter, 
when there is a great Stormi, and there 
fallcth Rain, which is the more terri- 
ble, all being then turbulent. 

By reafon of the Prciiiifes, there 
flowing almofl: by every mans houfe, 
a running fl:ream,wa(hing away all 
impurities that might infe<ff the air, 
and the fait vapour of the Sea, keep- 
iag it, from corruption, as fait keep- 
eth bodies from rotting • and though 
finally fome poifenous vapours mi^jht 
afcendintoit, it is neverthelefs con- 
tinually cleanfed by the perpetual 
Strong Wind and Thunder, that 
happencth ufually in Autumn, Win- 
ter and Spring : there is ufually in 
Feroe a wholefome Air, free from 
Peftilencc, Infeiflion, and Contagious 
Difeafes, which do never range hercj 
. f5, except: 
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except they be brought in by other 
fick people. Neither are ap-y here 
troubJed with Agues; but it is expe- 
• rimented, that they who had it, and 
could not be quit of it in other pla- 
ces bytheufeof Medicaments, have 
been freedofit coming hither by the 
Lands nature,, without ufing any o- 
ther Medicine, whence it comes that 
the people live longer here, then ufu- 
allym other places. Neither are chil- 
dren here plagued with the Small Pox 
as elfe where, this ficknefs not being 
known here, except it be brought 
from Forreign parts, and then here is 
feen a great mifery, Men and Wo- 
men, Children and Servants, old 
and young, lying then at once in bed 
of that ficknefs 5 fo that none of them 
can help the other, and the Sound 
Ihunning the Infefted as death it felf. 
in the Year 165 1. when I arrived firft 
into this Countrey,there came a young 
man the fame Summer from Demar\ 
to Thors-Havm, who had been fick 
of the Small Pox, and had brought a- 
loflg wuh him the Shirt he lay in, un- 

wafhcdj 
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wa&ed, which he gave a Woman- to 
wafh, that was ftraight ways infedicd 
by the damp of the faid Shirt, and by 
her agr\in, others, that did not know 
theDifeafeatfirft; wherefore, when 
I came to that place, there was a great 
calamity, aimoft every one, both old 
andyoung lying a bed of the Small 
Pox, it being a great rnifery not only 
by reafon of the Difeafe it felf, that 
took .away old and young, but alfo 
becaufathe Sound Ihunned the ficfc, 
and refufed to .bury the dead, the 
Peaifants diarft tiot come to Thorst- 
Haven to buy their neceflaries, and 
though they all fo much fhunned the 
ficknefs, they were.ncverthelefs Infe- 
fled with ir, till it had fpread it felf 
over the who!e Countrey, even over 
Sndtroe^ that lycth raoft out of the 
way... •;,.,^ 

Though' the Bt as aforefaid be 
wholcfome, the land (neverthclefs is- 
not therefore free from SicknefSj but- 
thisGountisy, 35 well as other, hath 
its particular .Difeafes, for the air- 
beingffitft cold and raoift^ whereby; 

Fiegme: 
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Flegmc is dayly augmented, the lit- 
..habitants are almoft all troubled twice 
.a year, with a ftrong Rhumc, which 
they call Kriim in the Spring and after 
Harveft, for it falleth at once on the 
Nofe and Lungs, with a ftroog 
Cough and Spitting, head ach and 
pain in the Limbs, fothat many rauft 
lye a long time in bed, andfome dye 
of it. Againftthis Sieknefs they drink 
fowerWhcy, as hot as they can fuf- 
fe r it, but this ficknefs is a wholefome 
Sieknefs to them, for nature in its fit- 
tefttime, doth purge the body of all 
impurity contraded by the cold moi- 
ftureofthe Air, which might other- 
wife caufc many and great Difea- 
fes. 

Secondly, of this cold moifturc is 
caufed, though not every year, ,« hot 
ficknefs, called Lamlfarfottt, becaufe 
it bareth over the Land, not unlike 
to the hot Sieknefs, which Souldicrs 
are taken with in cold and moift 
leaguers in Winter ; for that dif- 
€af€ is very hot, with accute pain 
of thft Head and Diilrat^ions, 

with 
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with Flux of the Belly ia Sum- 
mer , and doth not ceafc till it 
hath confumcd the very Marrow 
of the Bones, but they dye there-, 
of. Though the greateft part are 
Healed by the Providence of God 
having no other Remedy againft 
it. 

In the third place, this cold and 
moift Temperature , together with 
their dwelling on the Sea fide, 
caufeth, efpecially in Flegmatick 
Folk's that do not much ftir then:- 
felves, this dangerous Sicknefs, the 
Scurvy, that fort of people not be- 
ing here able to preferve thcm- 
felves eafily from it ; they Cure 
thcmfelves ufually with new Milk, 
wherein hath boiled Scurvy-grafs 
and many with new Milk ; a- 
lone. i 

For the Fourth, the faid Aire 
giving the Scurvy to ferae, cau- 
feth alfo in fome few , according 
to their Complexion and Dyet , 
that Incurable Difcafe the Lcpro- 
fie, for Scoria Htm and Lepra, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the opinion of Pii 
'ans, being as Brother and Sifter, it 
fotloweth that they have either a 
■Father or Mother together 5 Of 
which Leprofie, and its Caufes and 
CJaallities we will make further men- 
tion in a fitter place. 
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CHAP. II. 

Of the Lands Fer- 
tility, 



OTher Counfryes are juflly e- 
fteemed for their great riches, 
namely, feveral Mettals, Minerals, 
Pretious Stones, Pcarles, Wine and 
Corii, but God and Nature have de. 
nyed all this to thefe Iflands i here 
might poffibly be found fome Cop- 
per and Iron M/ney, which might 
be concluded by reafon of feme fmalj 
Kwolets running down the Hills in 
Summer, which arc found to grow 
Green in dry weather, as Verdigreafc 
but I dare not undertake to affirm a! 
ny thing about it ; amongft Miae- 
rallshere is found r«/;^e in the North 
Wands, hm in very iitcJe quantity, 
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I have found Kefe two forts ofSalt- 
Peter flones, wticKof Salt- Peter can 
be prepared, though not in great quan- 
tity. On the Sand near the Sea fide, 
there arc found in fome places, a kind 
of Pellucide-ftoncs, fo hard that one 
can Write on G!afs with them j they 
are white, or of a blewifh white ca- 
lour, fome of then:) yellow j fome of' 
them are fo even Polifhed, that they, 
fervc to put in Rings, whereunto they, 
are ufed by fome. It is found that 
they grow in the Clifts, and are wafh- 
cd off by the Sea-waves .• no body 
could yet know whether they be of 
any worth j for fomO'Of them have by 
curiofity, been carried to Jewelers 5 
but they have not been efteemed any 
thing. 

My late private precept or the 
Learned and Famous Olans Norftiinif 
at my departure for F^roe, fhewed me 
amongft other Rarities, in his Cabi- 
net, that fort of Stones, fent him from. 
Feroe, and conceived they were Jaf- 
pis flones, telling me alfo that thef 
had lofi their colour &ice he had (hem, 
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and dcfired itic that I would fend him 
fomc more of them, which I did ac- 
cordingly perform. The Pearlcs 
whereof Mr. PetirCIaufonvftitcs in 
his'Defcriptioncf Nomaj, that. they 
are found in Mufcles here ; arc no 
other then thofe that are found in the 
Mufcles of Denm.tr-k^. concerning the 
Stone which he alfo writes, is found 
here by the fea fide, (hoped Ijkc a 
Heart K idney, called by the Inha- 
bitants a Fairies Kidney, that as Mr. 
Peter writeth, according to the re- 
ceived opinion of the Inhabitants, 
doth bring forth another Stone whea 
it is kept long ;it is very certain that 
Fairies Kidneys ore found here, but 
the Inhabitants have not that fupcrfti- 
tious opinion of them ; neither is it 
any Stone, but a Weft India Bean ; 
as hath been told me by a very know- 
ing man, for it hath a hard outward 
(hell of a Cheftnut brown colour, and 
within a fweet Kernell. This doubt- 
lefs falls in other places off from its 
ftalk into the Sea, and is brought hi- 
ther by the Stream. They are car- 
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ryed tp Fprreign Goiintreys , and 
there .curved; t© make Boxes for 
Snuff, Tobacco ^ here is alfo found 
but in fmall quaiititics, foitie brittle 
Chryftalj which cannot be wrought. 
Though God hath dcnyed this land 
the riches aforefaid, it hath neverthe- 
lefs pleafed him to enrich it with 
what can hardlycr be wanted in nai 
tore, if the Land could be till"d eve- 
ry where, as m other places, it 
W'ould in Fertility of Corn go be- 
yond other Countreys equally large; 
but, here a Countryman cannot few 
above one or two Tuns of Corn, but 
in many places they Reap again 20 
w 3oTuns, for one Tun of Seed, fpe- 
Gially in the Southerly Iflands, where 
they reap fo much Corn that it need 
none to be imported from forreign 
Countryes. Here is nothing fowed 
but Barley, for other Seeds will not 
come to maturity, and there being 
here but little fowed,there is the more 
ground for Failures. In (feveral pla- 
ces Grafs is found fo abundant and 
juicy, that Oxen feed thereon both 
Winter and Summer, growing fome- 

times 
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times fo Fat, that one can get in an 
Ox that is not big cf growth ico 
pound of Tallow, and fuch places 
they call Feidelands. It is very re- 
markable, that where there are fuch 
Feidehmdsjihcy ever turtt to the North 
Eaft and North , wherefore would 
not think that the Norih or North 
Eaft Wind, could caufe any Fertilli- 
ty, they being cold, but rather the 
South Weft or Weft, thefe being 
warm and moift, and having more 
the Suns afiiftance to operatcwith 
them : whence it comes that the old 
Grecians called the Weft Wind Ze^ 
fhirus, as that which caufed life in 
Plants. Neverthelefs the contrary is 
found in thefe paftures. It is alfo 
obferved that in J/land the North part 
is more Fertile with Grafs and Cat- 
tell, then the South Greenland is alfo 
found to be given with Grafs on the 
North Eaft fide, whence it hath alfo 
received its name ; but on the Weft 
fide there is found little or no grafs. 
If youvvill inquire the natural cau(e 
of this, wc muft confult the Chymifts, 
who write much of their great Mo- 
narch 
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narch or Lyon of the North, efpeci- 
ally inenrioned by Theophraflm Para- 
eelfui ; whereby they mean nothing 
but Nitre a fpecial Agent in Chy- 
mical Operations .-The caufe where- 
fore they call iV»?-f a Monarch and 
Lyon of the North, is, that in the 
Snow, coming from the North or 
North Eafl:, there is naturally found 
Salt Peter. Wherefore, when one 
cannot have other more convenient 
liquors to make Salt Peter of, or for 
other Chymical Operations , they 
make ufe of North or North Esft 
Rain and Snow. Befides there ij 
found in their writings that Salt pe- 
ter is not only ufcd in the particular 
tranfmutafion of Mcttals, but alfo 
that being diflblvcd, and Corn dipt 
in it, it may be fowed without dung- 
ing, in the very leaneft ground, gi- 
vingit an extraordinary produdiion,, 
all dunging whereby theEarth is made 
Fcftrle, having its inward vertue and 
cffence confifting in Nitre, or the 
Salt thereof, which is clearly proved 
by an example known almoft every 
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where, for rhofe that make Salt Peter 
dig up old Floors from under Cnttel 
or Sheep, whereof they extra(n: the 
Nitre^ that isingendred there of the 
Beads virtue, whence it comes that 
Dunghills, where Caticls Urine, re- 
mains and rc-sare better forDnng- 
hing then dry dung it fclf. For a 
furthex example, it is fecn here in 
Feroe, that they take Sea weds from 
the Shoare, and lay then; on heaps to 
rot , wherewith afterwards they 
dung their ground, which then bear- 
eth abundance of Corj], that effcd 
proceeding doubtlefs of the Salt in 
the Sea weeds, fince Salt Peter can 
naturally be prepared ofSah-.-from the 
premifes, No- rh Ea/l Snow and Ruin, 
having Salt Peter i'n it fc'f, nnd ai! 
dunging confiiting in Nitre. The Rea- 
der may eaaly conclude :hat fuch pla- 
ces, as are expofed to North Eaft 
Winds, maft confequcnily be more 
fruitful then others. Bui here is alfo 
to be obfervrd that the faici places are 
Valleys, ariiing uinally v.i:h a high 
Fromonrory againft the Sun, vvhich 
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1 1 8 O/' ^i*^ LAiids Fertility, 
alfobclps to their Fcai'i.y, theScor?, 
ching Beams of the Sun bcicj-g hindred 
thk-reby. One might here v.'ell ima- 
gine, that fuicc it Snoweth and Raia- 
eth from the North Eaft or North 
over the whoic Ifland, and the Sun 
drawcth Plants out of the Earth, it 
might be moft fruitful, where the Sua 
doth fliine the whole day with its 
beams , it is found in nature that the 
Sun it fdf doth not produce the 
Plants from the Earth, but warmeth 
nature, and the night cooleth [and 
moiftneth what the Sun hath drycd 
snd fcorch'd, whence principally 
Plants are prodoc'd. In the Lands 
which lye under the torrid Zone, no- 
thing at all could grow, becaufc of 
the heat of the Sun, if the night was 
not as long as the day, and by its 
cooling and dew did not temperate 
the Plants. 

It is obfervcd here in Feroe that in the 
'midft of Summer,whcn in two months 
time there is almofi: no night, Corn 
groweth but very little, though it 
raincth, nor herbs though they be 

water- 
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watered in dry \^reather, and when 
the night beginneth to be longer, 
Corn and Herbs grow more in a 
night and day, thca othcrwifc m 
fourteen : from whence it is fcen, 
that the Sun at certain times dothin- 
dainagc Pianos, and where itftriketh 
dii ediiy down , with its gathered 
Beams, coafumeth the moifturc and 
fatnefs of thcgroiHid; but where, by 
a moderate reflexion, it warraeth the 
Earth, Cwhich happencth in the Val- 
leys aforefaid, where the lerpncfsof 
the Hills intercepts the force of the 
Suns Beams^ the Ear.h keepcth its 
Fatnefs and Seed in it fclf, bring- 
ing forth more Fruit, then elfe- 
where. 

The Earth doth rot only produce 
Grafs for CarJe, but alfo many 
Herbs for the ufe of man ^for here 
groweth not. o^ly Garden HerbSj 
namely, Turii'pr;, Cnrrets, Colworts, 
Lettice, CreiTe-;, Penny royal, and 
fuchlikej bucaTo fcveral and many 
wild Herbs ;fpeciilly Feroe is to be 
eftccmtd for four forts of- wild Herbs, 

that 








110 Of the Lands Fertility ^ 
that grow here in abundance. 

Firft, of all, there being no Coun- 
try that God vifirs with any particu- 
lar fickncfs, but he caufeth to grow in 
the fame Countries Tome wholefome 
Plant Bgainft the faid Difeafe j and 
Feroe, as aforcfaid being by its nature 
very fubjcfft to the Scurvy, God 
hath abundantly bleffcd the Land 
with Herbs, good againft it, namely, 
CrelFes, Scurvy grafs, Beccabungc 
and Sorrell. 

Secondly, here groweth a huge 
quantity of Tormentiil., which the In- 
habitants having no Bark of Trees 
to Tan their Hides with, make ufc 
of; God and Nat-urc having reveal- 
ed to them thedrynefs of that Herb, 
fo that they Tan their skins with it, 
and therefore call it Bark. 

In the third place here is found 
abundance of J4melkaj which they 
call ^^ander, not only in Gardens 
and Churchyards, wheic it is plan- 
ted, but alfo in the open fields, and 
on the high hills : the Inhabitants take 
plcafure in eating the great hollow 

StalJjJ 
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Stalkes of it, that are not yet grown 
to S-ed, whereof they peel firft off 
the outward riad, akcrwards they 
tcare off the long filaments, eating 
the reft for pleafure, as they do elfe^ 
where the fruit of Trees; they make 
alfointime of dearth ufe oftheioors 
of Angelica inftcad of other vtdu- 
als. 

The fourth Plant that groweth here 
is Rudix Rhsdia, called in the Lan- 
guage of Femey Hielfe-Rsd^ whereof 
the Learned Dodor Simon Panly^ in 
his Flora Dania writes, that it is in 
vain to feck it in Country Gardens^ 
and much more in the wild Fields or 
fuch other places, it being only found 
in principal Gardens where it is plan- 
ted ; nevcrthelefs it hath pkafed God 
to adorn Feroe with that Plant above 
other Countreys; if then Denmark^ by 
the faid Dodor Simon Panlj/,is praifed 
for its Scurvy-grafs, AWway for its 
Gemiitne and ChamamorM, and Jjland 
for its Angelica ; Ferae ough: alto to 
bear the prize for its Rhodian roox ; 
I have diftil'cd Water of .hi faid root 
G and 
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122 Of the Lands Fertility. 
and found it in oder and taftc to be 
like Rofc-water, having made ufe of 
it in my occafions and found content 
therein as in other Roff water, yet it 
doth not grow in every place^but only 
on the fides of Hills, over-running 
waters or Lakes. 

Here grow no Trees except fome 
JuQiper Shrubs, in lomc few places, 
clofe to the Earth ; and fome Willow 
Buflies, but they do not grow high : 
It hath been try'd to Plant Fruit 
Trees, but they will not profpcr, it 
may be thefaline damps of the Sea 
arethecaufe of it. 

There being fuch an abundance of 
grafs and herbs in the Land, there is 
alfo plenty ofCattel to feed thereon; 
here are no Wild Beafts axecpt Mice 
and Rats, though they are not found 
inall the Iflands. Wherefore Tome 
thinic they cannot live where they arc 
not fecn, but we will leave that m- 
decided. Vcnemous Beafts, as Ser- 
pents and Snakes, arc not found here 
neither ; perhaps the propriety of 
the Earth will not permit them to live 

thereou. 
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thereon. OfTameCattel, they have 
Kine, Horfes and Sheep- thofe that- 
live in great Farms which are but ..ve- 
ry few, have fometimes twenty Oxen 
a piece, the Cows goe ofcen out to 
Grafs the whole Winter, provided 
there falleth not too much Snow. The 
Carte! is for the moil part little though 
fat, according to the ground it feeds 
oDji The Horfes are alfo of a little 
grbwth, but they arc ftrong,and go 
furely and fwift,wherc the way leads^, 
without Horfc-fhooe, on thefe high 
hiiis j fo that a man may more furely 
relye on them then upon faimfelf ; 
they feed abroad both Winter and 
Summer, without ever coming under 
fhelter. Their Sheep feed alfo abroad 
the Winter over, and are half wild, 
fome quite wild 5 neverthclcfs they 
go always, and feed in one place ;fo 
thatthey feldome go from their own- 
ers ground into another mans, though 
they be only divided by Hedges, as 
in other places^ yea, what is more, e- 
very Flock feedeth in the fameclofe, 
and doth not mingle it fclf with any 
G z other 
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other. For if a Countryman have ma- 
ny Sheep, fome 200,fome 500,400, 
of 500, they are devided into Flocks, 
which they call Omr, confifting each 
of about an 100, or an 150 Sheep ; 
which Flocks feed always «n their u- 
fual places, and the Countryman 
knows' where he is to find every 
flock •, the caufe wherefore they do 
not go from their own place into a- 
riother, or into another mans Clofe, 
though they be Wild, and there be 
no reparation between them, is this; 
the Countryman fettcth at firft young 
Lambs on the place wher« he will 
have them to feed, which he caufeth 
10 be look'd to,and kept there a who.c 
year, and fuffereth them not to go a- 
ny where, but where he intends they 
fhould be, and when they arc fo ub d 
to a place, they always feed there; 
the old ones keeping company witii 
the young that are bred of them, the 
Flock remaineth feeding on irs place 
as long as there is any living, and it 
a Flock dyeth or pcriOieth by the ri- 
gour of Winter, they ftraightvvays 
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place another in the manner afore- 
faid; 

It happeneth notwithftanding when 
aCountryman putteth too manySheep 
mhis Clofe, that they throng vhem- 
felves into his neighbours j and then 
the owner muft take them back and 
kill them, for they cannot bedifaccu- 
itomed of it; about which they have 
a particular ordinance, called, 5w<^. 
Brejfvet; -.■■; O:;;; ;■;-!_.,. y 

- It cannot be espreflfe'd what thefe 
Beafts muft fufFer, when there comcth 
on a hard Winter,.f©r when there fai- 
ieth a hafty and lafting Snow, and the 
Shepherd is not ftraight prefent to 
drive them into the Snow {}ielter(that 
is a place in the optn Fields as a Fold 
inclofsd with Fences of Euth and 
TurfFcagainft the North, that Sheep 
may' fheUer themiclves chere) the 
Sheep gather t hem felves clofe toge- 
ther in the open Field, and then it 
happtneth, that the Snow \vholiy co- 
vereth them •, fo that the Country 
man .cannot fee them, till at faft he 
pciceiveih a damp arifing froip the 
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126 of the Lands Fertility. 
Snow, by reafon of their warmth, and 
then he goeih and m^aketh a paflage 
for them, thatthey may get out, and 
feek their Pafture. It happencth fome- 
times that they cannot be found by 
reafon of the extraordinary great 
Snow, and fometimcs, though feldom, 
that they then remain a whole month 
under the Snow, and fuffer great hun- 
ger, fo that they eat the Grafs by the 
Roots .• They alfo eat the wool oft of 
one another, being abie to remain a- 
live as long as they have any manow 
in their bones ; and though a part of 
them be driven in time into the Snow 
fhelter, yet there is no Hay given to 
them, but they muft fuffer what they 
can, and fcrspe the Snow off of the 
Banks, that they may get a little grafs; 
but that thofe that are covered with 
Snow may fomctimes fave them- 
felvcsjthcy let go in every Flock feme 
gelded Weathers, which bcirg big- 
ger andftronger then the refl, break 
ufually through the Snow, and the 0- 
thcr Sheep follow them to feek their 
Parturej by reafon of this accident in 

Winter 



of the LandiFertilitf. j2f 
Winter a Peafant mud be very carc- 
full not to put mere Sheep in the 
Clofc, then it can feed ; and every 
Peafantknowethhow much his Clofc 
can maintain and nourifh, which they 
call Skibnirtg), they obfervc alfo that 
the Ciofcs cannot feed fo many Sheep 
now as they did formerly ; nature 
growing old and weak ; and if any- 
puts in too many, in hopes thnt the 
Winter fhail be mild, they are ufu- 
ally Icanc; becaufe of their number; 
and thenjif there c-ometh a hard Win- 
ter, they are not able to fuffcr much 
hunger, and therefore many dye a- 
way, fpccially towards the Spring 
when the Sun beginneth to ihinc 
warm; /crthcn fhey are fo weak fn 
that heat, that they lye on the place 
vhey are, and dye, as it were in a Heep. 
It happcncth alfo, when there is a 
great Snow,that much thereof hang- 
eth beyond the edge of the Ciifrs, c- 
vcrthc Sc^, which they call S^agd •■ 
whereon the Sheep often go and ftand, 
and when the Snow begins to glide,* 
all the Shcrp Jail iato the Sea, hun- 
G 4 dredj 
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dreds at once. W herefore the owner 
Hiuft be very w/atchftjl to keep in time 
his Sheep from thofe Clifts, fo that 
fee it never fo bad weather, even in 
the night time, he inuft fometimes 
go out with all his people j except he 
will receive damage. 

Thcfe poor Inhabitants receive of- 
ten great lofTes, when there comcth 
a hard Winter, often lofing a half part 
©f their Sheep. By reafon of thefe 
accidents their 5heepmu(t have good 
care taken of them, whcreunto thtre 
is always a certain man appointed in 
every place, called a Soidcmand, that 
is as much as a Shepherd, and it is 
cither the owner himfelf, ©r his prin- 
cipal Servant, if his Farm be fomuch 
that he is able to keep one whofe em- 
ployment is not only to take care of 
the Shecpin time of danger, but alfo 
to make them tame and obedient, 
driving them according to his will, 
when there is Snow. When one will 
take either the W,ool or the Lambs 
from the Sheep, the Shepherd cannot 
do it alone, but muft have three or 

four 
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four Men with him, and Dogs befide* 
juft as one goeih on Hunting • fuch a 
Shepherd that is capable of his em- 
ployment can know by his continu- 
al looking to the Sheep, every one of 
tfiem, though he had a thoufand in 
his cuftody, and they were all white, 
as they arc for the moft parr, and 
kndweth alfo \vhen any of them is 
ftrayed, difcerning it amongft other 
Sheep, without apprehending it, or 
looking on the mark. 

They feck after the fruit of their 
Sheep twice a year ; in the Spring 
when they fheare the Wool of them 
and mark tJ^eir Lambs,3nd in Autumn 
when they take of them to kill, and 
fetthem to go and feed the Winter 0- 
ve--, having when this is to be done, a 
place in the clofe by the fea fide,^ 
which they call ^mf», and is Hkea- 
Sheep-fold, ufually compaffed atouf' 
with a Stone Fence, having a hole- 
before inftead of a door, that they' 
may drive theirSheep through it into 
the Retten^ which when they will do, 
the Soid(mand^(H:t\\ out with five or 
G 5 fix 
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fix men more,. having each his Dog. 
with him, and gather firft one Flock 
driving it towards the hil!, whikft 
feme men with their Dogs go by the 
fide of the EIo£k , and fomc after, 
_ till they have driven the Sheep into 
the InclofurC;, ir being, obfcrvabie 
that thefe Dogs do almoftas much 
in that work as the men, for a part 
ofthem runneth alfo along with the 
Sheep, and a part after ,. with the 
men ^ if any of the Sheep willfeperate 
himfeif from the Flock, the Dog is 
prefcntly ready to drire him again 
iatojts order J if any Sheep runneth 
away, as it often happeneth, the 
©ogs purfueit prefently.and do not 
JeavevofFtill they have brought it back 
again,, if it be fo that the Sheep will 
net be forced back; evciy Dog ta- 
Jieth his Sheep by the Wool, and 
throws it down, without ever biting 
the Sheep in the Fleffi, and when the 
Sheep arc fo overthrown, they lye ftill 
and dare not rife till th* men come and 
iake them up ; thefe Dogs are fo 
t^u&ht^ sbat when the Shepherd will 

have 
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have but one Limb of the Flock for 
fome occafion, hegoeth in the Fields 
vvith his Dog, and what tamb hecn- 
fy points at, the Dog taketh the fame 
prefently without hurting ir. Thefe 
Dogs are long and fmall almoft like 
Grey hounds, and when they are 
well inftruded, they are eftcemed of 
equal price with a Cow; bccaufc of 
fuch Sheeps hunting, the people mnft 
alfo run [very much, fo that they of- 
ten vomit blood, and fuch continual 
running maketh here many fwift 
Folks that are good and lafting run- 
ners. In Suideroe the people arc fome- 
thing lazy, but they have lighter and 
fvviftcr Horfes then in the other I- 
flands ; wherefore when they go a- 
bout their Sheep, they ride, aad their 
Dogs follow them, they knowing 
how to ride with their Horfes up - 
Hills and down Dales in a full Gal. 
fop, through Moors, and over Rocks 
and Stones, fo that the Horfes ears. 
for nothing when they hunt after 
Sheep, and where the place is too ■ 
difficult to ride over to purfue them ; - 
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the man leaps from his .Horrdnthe 
jnidft of its courfc, and takes his beft 
advantage ••againft the Sheep, the 
Horfc running after him till he iesps 
■iipon it againj in the mean time the 
Dogs follow aifo, till they have dri- 
ven the Sheep into the I^ette». A 
part of thefe Horfes are alfo To taught, 
that the man over reaching the Sheep 
on Horfe back, the Horfe grafpetli 
the fame between his fore legs, till 
the man takes it up. They ^levet 
fhear their Sheep in Autumn, for they 
could notfuffer tobebarein Winter, 
neither are they milkt at any time, no 
body being able to approach them,be- 
caufe of their wildnefs; in feme pla- 
ces they are quite wild and cannot 
be d riven into the pound, but muft be 
taken with Dogs ; the Sheep are 
white of colour, or of a brown red; 
on the North the moft part are white, 
but on the South they are moft black 
and coloured, being feldome white, 
which is conceivedto.be by reafonof 
the Sea vapours that continually fall. 
oa thefe Ifla'nds, lying for the moft,,: 

part ' 
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part more in the open Sea, then tTiofe 
of the North that lye clofer" together. 
If one fctteth white Sheep on Lille- 
dicmen, which is feldomc free frora 
vapours of the Sea, they change their 
colour and grow black, which is not 
fo to be underftood:,.as that they 
fhould prefently change their colour, 
butitisdoneinfpace of time though, 
ftoner on Diemen then oti Snderoe or 
Sandoe -^ though I do not believe it 
happeneth as the Inhabitants think, 
byreafon of the Sea vapours, having 
further inquired after this bufinefs", 
and found that the Sheep grew firft 
fpotted about their legs, afterwards 
OH their thighs, then under their Bel- 
Jyes, and finaUy, all over. Where- 
fore the caufe isin the earth, whether 
itbeBrimilonefor Salt Peter, which' 
both are found there that caufethit, 
I leave to the judgement of 0-, 
thers. . • 

The riches of the Inhabitants doth 
confift in their Sheep, for tfiofe that .' 
have many, of them, though "few grow 
?3ch thereby, tfaofc means beihg very 
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cjfualj for when there comcth a hard 
Winter and Sheep dye, they arcal- 
moft ail cqoally rich. 

Befides Sheep, God hath plentiful- 
ly blefTed the Land with fcveral forts 
ofFowlc, whereof the grcateftpart 
fcrveth for the food of man and are 
taken every year in great numbers; 
a part of them being Land Fowles, 
and the other part Sea fowlcs •• where* 
of fome fly away towards Winter, 
and fome ftay here rhe whole j^ear 
over, thofe ttiJt fly away are a kind 
of Land Fowl, being a manner of 
Snipe called io/wr, and Spofver, and 
fome water Fowle. 

Thofe that flay here continually, 
are fome profitabJe,as Doves, Stares, 
Grellings, and Snow Fowle ; which 
is feen but one time of the ycar,name- 
ly, towards the Spring. VVhen there 
comcih fharpFroft and Snow, and ne- 
ver elfe, though they tarry continual- 
ly inthe Land, and keep themfelves- ' 
on top of the higheft Mountains, the 
Damageable ones are, Owles, Spar- 
row-Hawkes, Crows and Ravens, 

which-.i 



i 



cm 



of the Lmds Fertility, 1.55 
uh cEi laft doth a great deal of da- 
mage on young Lambs and weak- 
Sheep, wherefore they are much ha- 
ted,, and there hath been an ordinance 
>nthe Lajid, which is yetfometimes 
obferved, that every man that row- 
cth m a Boat muft bring, ?t St. OUm 
Tide, every year into the Seffion- 
houfe, the Beak of a Raven, which 
Beaks are laid on a heap and burn'd 
and be that hath brought none muft 
pay a Raven. fine, that is, for every 
one that hath negleftedit, one skin 
which makes two pence halfpenny. 
Araongft thofcRa vens there are found 
fome white, though few • but thofc 
that are half white and half black are 
fit, when they are taken youn^ , and 
nave the Tongue firing cur, to be 
taught to fpeak. I have made a not- 
able experiment upon a young white 
Raven, whofe Tongue ftring was 
eut ; and yet I had no thought of 
teaching hiHi: but calling ufually in 
the morning upon my Boy, whofe 
Name was £r^>»», and the Raven 
contmua/Zy in the morning hearkning 

to 
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to that word Erafmus, begun at laft 
to call our Erafmuij before the cham- 
ber where the Boy lay, forming its 
voice exadly after mine : the Boy 
hearing it, anfwcred, anon Maftcr 5 
and therewith arofe and came into" 
the Chamber, to know what I would 
have : but I tcHing him that I had 
not called hun, he went to bed a- 
gain, but was again called in thefame 
rrianner, and was fo deceived by the 
Raven feveral Mornings, till we per- 
ceived it was the Ravens voice, and 
neverrhelefs the Boy was often fince 
deceived thereby, not being in along 
time able to difcern, whether it was 
Ithatcalled, or the Raven. When I 
perceived that the faid Raven could 
ipeak, I begun purpofcly to teach it, 
and as long as I would inform, it 
would not go from before me, though 
if were thefpaceof two hours; and 
what I taught it in the day time, it 
repeated early in the morning', put- 
ting the Syllables together, till it could 
atlaftfpeak out the whole word, as 
chiJdren do, when they learp toifjic!!' 

ill 
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in the Schools, This Raven was at 
laft killed without my knowledge, for 
the mifchicf it? did. . 

Befides, here comcth a Fowl with 
half a cloven foot, that liveth both on 
Land and Water, called a Teale, and 
in Norvfay aSeapye; it is a Fowle 
as big as a Crow, having a yellow, 
long, round and obtufe bill, it is the 
Ravens enemy, for being fwift in its 
flight, it fiyeth haftily to the Raven, 
ftriking it with its flump Beak, fo that 
the Raven c^ryeth out ^ wherefore the 
Raven often hideth it felf from it, 
whence it comes that the Country- 
men make much of the Teile, and 
will not fufferittpbe deftroyed, be- 
caufe itdriveth Ravens a way ;amongft 
Water Fowlej fome are here continu. 
ally fcen, as many forts of Ducks and 
Plovers, Eiders, Maws and Teiftcrs j 
A Teifter is a good Biri to eat, it 
changcth its colour in Wintcr,and be- 
comeih Grey, the Eider cock is-brown 
as the Hen, when Ihe is young, but 
when he is old, he groweth almoft 
white, and is called Eider-biick, 

from 
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from this Fowie is gotten Eider down 
which the Eider plucks ofF from its 
Breaft, and laye h in its neft about 
the Eggs, when it hatcheth them, and 
when they are come out, and arc fled 
away with their dame, this Downc 
)s taken np from the Neft, being then 
full of Mofs and Straw ; wherefore if 
isdryed and cleanfed over a Basket; 
xhe Down which is plucktoffat other 
times from the Eider is good for no- 
thing, for it is fat and rotteth. Here 
isbefides feen 3 ftrange water Fowl 
called Imbrim, that is never found 
on the Land • the Inhabitants take 
It _ to be the Halcyon or the 
Kings Fifher, but it doth not agree 
with the defcrrption, which Frmcita 
hath in his Hiflori^t Ammaliftm facr4, 
Chap. 17. for he writeth, that the 
Kings Fifhcr is no bigc>cr then a Spar- 
row, and i? blew, wirh other of its 
qualities, that do not at all agree 
wfthihe properties of this Fowl; for 
this is bigger then a Goofc, having a 
long Neck and a pretty l,7ng Be.-k 
it is grey on the back, checqner'd 
with white fpots , its neck is alfo 

grey. 
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of the Lands Fertility, 139 
grey, fomething vvhitifli down to- 
wards the breaft, having a white ring 
about the middle of the neck. The 
caufc wherefore it is thought to be the 
Kings Fiflier is, they have heard and 
r^ad, that the Kings Fifher hatchcth 
its young ones on the Sea, which 
they believe the Imbrim doth alfo, 
Gncc it is never found on Land, and 
can neither come upon it, for its feet 
ftand too much back , and are fo 
weak, that it cannot go with them; 
bcfides, its wings are fo little that it . 
cannot fly therewith. In the third 
place, there are two holes, one under 
each of its wings, capable to hold an 
Egg, wherein they fuppofe it hatch- 
cth its eggs, till the young ones come 
out, neither is it ever feen with more 
orlefsthen two young ones; which 
Conceit fecms not unrcafonable, it be- 
ing pofTibic that it might be of a lar- 
ger proportion in cold Countreys then 
in hot ^ it is often fcen near the Land 
in Harbours, when it is either bad 
weather cr like to be fo ; and then it 
cryes out fo that one prefcntly per- 

ceiveth 
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146 Oft&e La/ids F^rtilitf. 
eeiveth its arrival '; if a man waveth 
a white linnen to them, the young 
ones will eafily be allured to Land 
that one may (hoot them, but the old 
ones are more wary. 

Here eometh alfo a water Fowlc 
in Summer, called Liomen, not uh* 
like the Imbrim in bignefs and voice j 
its legs hang alfo back, fo that it can. 
not go, and its wings arc fo littie that 
it can hardly fly; wherefore when it 
ison the Land, and men run after ir,'it 
tumbleth over and over, being hardly 
able to efcape, though it flyeth pretty 
well when it taketh its flight from 
the water, fpecially when there blow* 
cth any wmd.- It makcth its heft on 
banks near frcfll waters, fo clofe to 
the water that it can drink thereof 
fitting ia the Neft ; and if the water 
encrcafethby reafon of rain, (o that 
itfloweth over the eggs it fittethon 
them, neverthelefs, andhatchethout 
the young ones. Befidcs thcfe, here 
Cometh alfo a rare water Fowle, cal- 
led Garfugel, but itis feldom found 
on Ctifts under the proniontoriCs, it 

hath 
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hath Jittle wings and cannot fly ; it 
ftands upright and goeth like a man,, 
being allover of a fliining black co- 
lour, except under the belly where it 
is white ^ it hath a pretty long raifed 
Beak though thin toward fthe fides, 
having on both fides of its head over 
the eyes a white round fpot as big as 
a balfCrowu, fhowing like a pair of. 
Spectacles: jt is not unlike the Bird 
Pinquin, that is found in Territ del 
Fugo, painted and defcribed in Ailat- 
minor mercatoris. I have had that 
Bird fcvcral times, it is eafie to be 
made tame, but cannot live long on 
Land. 

Here cometh alfo feme damageable 
Fowl in the Snmmer, namely, the 
Sjvarth bag, the True, and the Skuc.. 
The Swarch bag is a great Bird like, 
a Kite, i: is white all over, but the 
back, where it is black, and therefore 
is called a Black back, it is of the fi. 
gure of a Mew, and is alfo reckoned 
amongft that fort of Fowl, it hunteth, 
after Jeffer, Birds to eat them, and 
hath.oothir.gejfe wca'thy of writing. 
.-.:,..> , ~ jThe. 



^ 



■ 




143 of the Lands Fe-rtiliip 
The True or Thief is called fo, be- 
caufe irthreatneth and ftealcth the 
meat from other Birds ^ for it hunteth 
after and;ftrikesatthem till they let 
the meat fall from their Beaks, and 
then he catcheth the meat in falling 
through the air very dcxtcroufly,and 
liveth thereby , not being able to 
plunge in the Water after -Fifh ; and 
when it hath gotten fomething from 
the one, he feeketh prefently ano- 
ther, continuing fo the whole day 
ever. 

The Skue is of the fame Species 
with the True, but fomething larger 
as Wg as a Raven, being very fierce 
in the defence of its Eggs and young 
ones, fothat if a man comes by its 
ncftj he rauft take a care of himfelfi 
for it flyeth ftreight ways at kis head, 
and ftrikes him cruelly with his wings; 
wherefore the Inhabitants that know 
the temerity of it, faftcn a knife up- 
right on their head againflit, and it 
happcneth often that in falling with 
vehemence on the rnan, it is run 
through with the knife, jand falleth 

down 
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down dead ; being called Skue, be- 
caufc it (hooteth it fclf fo haftily on 
men. 

The profitable Water Fowls, that 
come hither in Summer, afe Wild- 
Geefc, which are of three forts ^ or- 
dinary grey Geefe, reddifh Gecfc. 
and Helfin Geefe, that are lefs then 
ordinary Grey Geefe, coming hither 
m great numbers, and keeping them- 
felves in great Lakes of frefli Water. 
When they Mew, the Inhabitants go 
fometimes on Goole Hunting with 
little Boats on the faid Lakes, taking- 
fometimes a great ftore of them. 
S w^ans come alfo hither in the Spring 
but they only reft themfelves and pro! 
ceed ftreight on their way to other 
Counireys. But fpecialiy there Co- 
meth hither in the Spring in great 
numbers,to the Inhabitants great pro. 
fit and advantage, forae other forts 
of Birdsgood tobe eaten ; amongft 
which the firft is principally ^orth 
taking notice of; it is called Sule,and 
is found no where in Feroe, but on the 
lilet or ^^^e»f/}, whereof the Inha- 
bitants 
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biiaiits have yeaily a great help to 
their houfe keeping, they rcbearfe a 
ftrangc Fable of the reafon, whcre- 
fere that Fowl is only found there, 
and no where clfe, whereof we will 
fpeak in another place. Tne Sule is 
a pretty great Fowl being of a blew- 
ifli gray, it is alfo found in Scotland, 
and is called by Seamen, a Gentle- 
man. 

The other eatable Sea Fowls arc 
found in great quantities every where 
in the Land, namely, the Skrabe, 
Lunde, Lomvifve, and the Sea Daw. 
The Skrabe cometh in February, a» 
bout St. Matthews day, and farcth a- 
way about St. Bartholomew Tide. The 
Lomvifve and Sea-daw come about 
Sx. Gregories Tide, and fly away at 
Mar J Magddens ^ Thefe Daws are 
none of thofe that are fo frequent in 
Denmark., thofe being Land Birds, 
that arc fecn here ajfo, though very 
feldome. The aforefaid forts of Birds 
lay every one but", one Egg, and get 
but one young every year^and thougli 
they be thofe that chiefly are fought 
■ for, 
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for, and there be well taken of them 
a hundred thoufand every year there 
isneverthclcfs more of them then of 
any other fort ; yea, by the admirable 
providence of God, they are fo plen- 
tiful, that they ia clear weathefcan 
darken the ftjningof the Sun. as it 
were with a thick Cloud, making fuch 
a terrible noife and found with their 
wings in flying, that they, who hear 
It, and do not know the caufe thereof 
would not think otherwife, but that 
It were thunder. Every one of thefe 
Birds builds its neft, and brings forth 
Its young ones in a particular man- 
ner. 

TheSkrabe builds on the Land un- 
der the Earth, fcraping with its Beak 
and Claws, lying on the back,whence 
It IS called Skrabe, it diggeth under 
ground in fome places a foot deep, in 
fome other eight or ten foot in feveral 
r",f"L°§^' ^^^'"'"g Specially to dig it 
feif behind a ftone, where it thinketh 
to lye fureft. Jc breedeth as afore- 
faid, but one young, it being remark, 
able, that this Bird is the whole day 
H away 
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away from its young, and never 
comes to ir, but in the night to feed 
it, and if it files not from its young 
at the dawning of the day, it fta^eth 
with it the whole day ;over, till the 
night comes, and then flyeth out to 
Sea, till the other night Cometh ; and 
though the young is fed but once a 
day, yet it is (o fat, that no Goofe, 
though it have been three weeks fat- 
ned, can be fatter : and they call thofe 
young ones lyers, they do not by rca- 
fon of their fatnefs, make, prefent ufc 
of thefe young ones, but fait them to 
cat them in Winter ^ melting their 
fat, which they burn in Lamps. 
They have to take them out feverol 
hooks half an Eil or an Ell long,where. 
with they pierce them through, and 
draw them out. They do not ufually 
take the Dame her felf, except (he be 
fometimes hurt with the hook, fo that- 
fhe cannot Hvej but if they cannot 
get the young one with their hook, 
or by thrufting their arm into the 
Birds Neft, by reafon of the many 
turnings, they dig a hole down unto 

it. 
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it, as near as they can guefs, and then 
thruft about with their hooks till they 
can get it ^ which hole they muft again 
ftop fo clofe that not one drop.of wa- 
ter can come into it, for elfe fhc will 
forfake her hole, and never come th%i 
thermore ^ which otherwife (he doth 
every year in the wonted place j 
fo that the Inhabitants know ia 
what place under the Earth they 
can every year find that Bird . 

The Lundc is a little Bird, fomc- 
thing bigger then a Pidgcon, whereo£ 
there is a vaft multituc ; It hath a 
ftrong crooked Beak, fo that if it bi- 
teth a man in the hand, it tearethoff 
the Flefti ; having alfo (harp Claws. 
It wageth War with the Raven, fthac 
Cometh and will take it away, and its 
young ones ; It being a wonderful 
fpcdacle to fee their fight, for as 
Toon as the Raven comcth near, the 
Lunde catcheth it under the throat 
with its Beak, and gtafpeth it about 
the Breaft with.its Claws, fo that the 
Raven cannot hurt it, but muft fly a- 
way with a great cryingj the Lundc 
H z holds 
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holds it faft in the tnean time without 
letting if gb, till they comie tfitd th-e 
Sca/where flipping it^itis .drowned. 
Yet ttfc Raven doth often tate the 
Lunde at unawares^ rUfheth ■ into its 
hole, takes it and eats it up. Thefaid 
Bird, the Lunde, buildeth its Neft 
fometin:ies on the Continent, far from 
houfes, digging it felf two or thre6 
yards, according to the nature of the 
-j.lace, under ground, lying on its 
."back as the Scrape,fometimes in Ures 
Cthat are places under high Clifts, 
full of great and fmall ftones, that 
fall from the Clifts, and by length 
of time , are filled between with 
Earth, and covered with GrafsJ in 
^Vhich places they dig themfelves in- 
to the Earth, or build where there is 
no earth, their neft under and between 
Stones/ where they can come , to 
breed their young j'with moft feciJ- 

rity. 

The moft part being taken in fuch 

places J, fo that a man can often take 

above an hundred Lundes in one 

tire i fome of them build on the fide 

■ ' of 
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of promontories, where they find 
great tufFts of earth in flat places, and 
when they fly from- their Ncfts, they 
firfl: make. thera clean, fcraping all the 
dirt and old roots out of the holes ,and 
putting frefli grafs in them again. 
The Lundes that make their Neftsin 
theFieids, are takenasis faid, above 
of the Skrabe ; but for fuch as are 
under thofe many, ftones., they let 
-run unto them fome little Dogs, that 
are fo taught, which bring out both 
Bird and Egg to their .Mailers j but 
when the Birds are fled, the mca 
take them flying, which is done in this 
manner ; they have a long Pole at the 
end of which there is a hoop drawn 
over with a net, whereof the maflies 
are almoft as big as the quarrels of a 
Glafs Window, being like the Net, 
wherewith they take Shrimps in fome 
places; and this thev call a Stang.^f 
Staffe; with this Stafte the Fowler fit- 
teth on the Clift, or in the llres be- 
tween the the great Stones, where he. 
knoweth moft Fowl to come, which 
they call flight places ;,aad when the 
H 3 Lunde 
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Lundc comcth flying either from or 
to the Land, he lifts up the Staff and 
the Net againftthc Fowle, and when 
he hath got it into the Net, he turn- 
cth the StafFe about, that it 'may in- 
tangle it fcif the better xthercin ; a 
man being fometimcs able in that 
manner to take 200 Lundes in very 
fhort time, befides thofe that arc ta- 
ken in their Nefts. 

The Lumwifvc is a pretty great 
Bird, wherefore they are generally 
called great Fowls ; k is black on 
the back and white under the belly. 
The Daw is fomething bigger then the 
jack-dawes they have in Denmarl{, 
being alfo black on the back and 
white under the breaft, having white 
ftroaks about the Jaws, and a fliarp 
pointed Beak. It hatcheth its young 
ones in holes and {hinks of high 
Promontories, but the Lumwifve 
layeth her eggs on the bare points 
and Clifts, that are many in the faid 
Promontories, there lying fometimes 
on thefe Clifts fome hundred Eggs ac. 
cording as the place is large, but three 
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fingers breadth from one another ^ 
and when the Birds fly away, the 
Eggs rowl often down into the Sea;, 
but laying but one Egg (he fitteth 
ftraight thereon, and continueth foa 
months time, never ftirring from the 
place till her young one be hatched? 
in the mean time the Cock bringing 
her to eat, and they Lay in this man- 
ner fitting clofe to one another»'Bird 
fcy Bird, ail over the place, fo that the 
Clift feeineth quite black, and the 
young one being hatched, (he rc- 
maitis yet thrjpe weeks with it, and 
then the Hca taketh the young one 
©n her back and carryeth it to Sea ; 
but when the Fowler comcth to that 
place, if there have not often been 
there men before, it happcnethfomc- 
times that the old will not leave their 
young ones, and therefore are taken 
with the hand, as many as they are,, 
and kill'd, butwherethey are grown 
wild, by reafon of mans continual 
hunting after them> they fly away, 
the young ones' running together in a 
Flock ; and when the Hen cometh a- 
H 4 gain. 
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gain, fhe feeks the fame place where 
ilie fate before, andclacketh fo long 
riil her young one cometh to her, be- 
ing very well able todifcern its own 
Danic, though they be all fhap'd a- 
ILke ; and when (he givcthher young 
to eat, fhe putteth her head back un- 
der her wing, giving icfo to eat back- 
wards. 

It cannot be expreflr with what pain 
and danger they take thefe Birds, m 
thofe high and fteep clifts, whereof 
many are above 200 Fathom high ; 
there being men ape iw nature and fit 
for that work, calledj^owlcrs, who 
take them uCually in two manners ; 
for either they climb from below up 
into thefe high Promontories, that 
are as fteep as a wall, or they let 
themfelves down into them from ar 
bove, with a thick, ftrong,hemp-rope, 
when they climb from ,below<. they 
have then a pole five or fix ells long, 
with an iron hook at the end, which 
they t ha are below in the Boat, or on 
the-Clift, faften unto the mans Gir- 
4k, or another Rope that the fow- 
ler 
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ler hath about him, helping him thus 
up to the higheft place, where he 
can get footing: afterwards they al- 
ft> help up another man, and when 
there are fo, feveral come up, every 
one with his Fowling Staffe in his 
hand, and the long Rope between 
them tyed to each others waft, they 
ciimb fo as high as poffible they canj 
and where they fiad difficulty they 
help each other up by thrufting one 
another under the breech with their 
Poles : and when the firft hath taken 
iooting, he draweth the other up to 
him by the Ropefaftned to his waft, 
and fo they proceed dn till they come 
to the place where the Birds build 
going then after them about the hill 
as they pleafe, and there being many 
dangerous glaces to climb about, ha- 
ving bound themfelves at the Ropes 
end, the one feeketh a convenient 
place where he can ftand fure and 
hold himfelf faft, whileft the other 
goeth about thcfe daogerous places ; 
iPit then happen, that he chanceth to 
fall, the other that ftands firm keeps 
H| him 
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154 of the Lands Fertility. 
bitn up, and helps him up again : 
bu.. if he pafleth fafe, he Hkewiffe 
fafteneth himfclf till the other hath 
pafled that dangerous place v"3n<^ fo 
they go about the Clifts after Birds 
as theypleafe ; though it often hap- 
peneth, the more is the pi'tty, that 
when the one doth not ftand faft, or 
is not ftrong enough to hold up the 
other in his fall, that they both fall 
down and kill thcmfelves; in which 
manner feme do perifli every year. 

Mr. Peter Claiefon in his dcfcription 
of Norway writeth, -that there was 
anciently a Law in the Countrey that 
whofcever climbed fo on the Clifts, 
that he fell down and dyed, if the 
body was found to be buried, his next 
Kinfman (hould go the fame way ; 
butifhcdurftor could not doit, the 
dead was not then to be buried in 
Sancftified earth, as one that had been 
too full cf temerity, and was his 
own bane. But there is found nothing 
of that Law now adays. 

When they then are come, in the 
manner aforefaid, to the birds, within 

the 
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the Clifts where they feldome come, 
the Birds are fo tame that they can 
take them with their hands, for they 
will hardly leave their young ones; 
but where they arc Wild, they either 
eaft the net over them on the Ciift; 
and againftthofe that either fly from 
thence or thereunto, they oppofe the 
Fowling StafFe with its net, and in- 
tanglethem therciH. In which man- 
ner they take a great multitude of 
Lnrnwifvesy Daws and Lunds. In the 
mean time there lyeth a Boat beneath 
on the Sea, wherein they caft their 
birds kill'd; and in this manner they 
can in a fhort time fill a Boat with 
Fowl. When it is pretty fair wea- 
ther and there is good Fowling, the 
Fowlers fl:a>y in the Glifts feven or 
eight days together, fo-r there are here 
and there holes in the Rocks, where 
they can fafely reft, and>they have 
meat let down to them with a line 
from the top of the Mountain. In 
the mean time fome go every day to 
them to fetch home what they have 
taken. 

Some 
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Some Rocks are fo difficult, that 
they can in no manner get unto them 
from below, wherefore they fcek to 
come down thereunto from above, 
" which they call to Sie, and is the fc- 
cond manner to purfue birds, being 
performed in this manner ; They have 
a Rope 80 or 100 Fathoms long, and 
three Fingers thick, the fowler ma- 
keth the end thereof faft about his 
wafte, and between his legs, fo 
that he can fit thereon, and thus is 
let down, with the Fowling StafFe in 
his hand 5 fix men hold by the Rope 
and let him cafily down, laying a 
piece ,of wood on the brink of the 
Rock, upon which the Rope glidcth, 
that it raay not be worn to pieces 
fey the hard and rough.edge of the 
ftone s They have befides another 
fmaller line that is fattened to the 
Fowlers body, on which he puUeth, 
to give them notice how they fhowld 
letdown the great Rope, either low- 
er or higher, or to hold flill, that he 
svay ftayin thcjplacc whereunto he 
i? come ; here the man is in great 
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danger, becaiife of the Stones that 
are loofened from the Clift by fwing- 
ingofthc Rope, which often fall up- 
on his head, and he cannot avoid it, 
wherefore he hath ufually on his 
head a Sea mans Cap,; that is- thick 
and very fhaggy, to defend him in 
romemeafurefrom the blows of the 
Stones, if they be not too big, other- 
wife it caftcth him his life. They put 
neverthclefsthemreives continually in 
that danger, for our wretched bodies 
foods fake, hoping in Gods mercy 
and protedion, unto which the moft 
part of them do alfo devoutly recorn- 
mend themfelves, when they go to 
that work. Otherwife they fay there 
is no other great danger in it,but that 
in it fclf it is a toilefome and artificial 
labour ; for he that hath not learned 
to be fo let down, and is not us*d 
thereunto, is turned about with the 
Rope, fo that he groweth giddy and 
troubled in his head, and can do no- 
thing, but.he that hath learned the 
art takethit but for a fport, know- 
ing.how to fwing himfelf on fhe Rope, 
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tofet his feet againft the R.ock, ca- 
fting himfelf fome fathoms from 
thence, whence he fhooteth himfelf a. 
gain to what piace he will, and know- 
eth where the Birds are ; he knoweth 
alfo to fit on the line in the Air, and 
hold the fowling StafFc in his hand, 
taking therewith the birds that come, 
or fly away , and when there are 
holes in the Rock, and it ftretcheth 
it felf out, making underneath as a 
fieling, under which the birds are he 
knoweth skilfully which (is the great- 
eft artj tofhoot himfelf a great way 
from the Clifr, and fwiftly to fwing 
himfelf under the roof, and there take 
footing, making himfelt, when he is 
in thefc holes,loofe of the great Rope, 
which he tieth to a ftone of the Rock, 
that it may not flip from him to the 
outfide oftheClift; and then hego- 
eth about in the Rock, taking the 
Fowl either with his hands, or with 
the Fowling Staffe ^ according to the 
manner aforefaid ; and when he hath 
killed as many Birds as he thinketh 
fit, he ties them in a bundle, and/aft- 

neth 
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ticth them to the little Rope, giving 
a fign by pulling, that they fhould 
draw them up, working thus the 
whole day . and when he will get up, 
he fitteth again upon the great Rope, 
giving a new fign that they (hould 
,pull him up, or «ire he workcth him- 
felf up climbing along the Rope with 
his Girdle full of Birds. It is alfo 
ufual that where there is not folks e- 
nough to hold the great Rope, the 
Fowler driveth a poft floaping into 
the earth, and maketh the Rope faft 
thereunto, letting fo himfelf down 
without any bodies help, to work in 
the manner aforefaid • fome Rocks 
arc fo formed that one can go ia 
them from the Land, and there he ti- 
keth his Comerades with hrm, pro- 
ceeding in the manner aforefaid,each- 
takingas much Fowl, as the Girdle 
about his wafte can hold, and as 
much as he can carry in a bundle on 
his back, carrying them in that man* 
ner home. There are alfo in fome pla- 
ces high fteepCiifts, under the Land, 
that arife above an hundred fathoms 
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from the Sea, that arc almoft as bad 
to come unto, as the Rocks, whereun- 
-tothey help alfo one an&ther in the 
aforefaid manner, taking a ftrong 
Rope with thern, which they faften 
here and there about the Chfr, and 
Set it hang there the whole Summer, 
by which they nimbly climb up to 
take Fowle when they pleafe. 

Thefe manners are more terrible 
and dangerous to fiee,then to defcribe, 
fpecially if one confiders the fteep- 
nefs and height of the Rocks, it 
feeming not pofTible that a man could 
come to them, much lefs climb or 
be let down into them. They go 
alfo in fome places where they can 
only faften the ends of their Toes 
and Fingers, not fhunning fuch 
places, though there be a hun- 
dred Fathoms height between thena 
and the Sea. 

It is a dear Meat for thefe poo* 
people, for which they muft ven- 
ture their Lives fo extreamely 
and ' many after long, ventu- 
ring 
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•■ing, at lafi do perifli there- 
in. ^ 

, When- that Fowle is brought 
home, a part thereof is eaten 
frelTi, another part, when there is 
much taken, being hung up to 
dry for V/inter provifion. The 
Feathers being gathered to -make 
Merchandize of for other expen- 
ces. 

The Inhabitants get a great many 
of thofe Fowles as God giveth 
his' bleffing, and fit weather. Yet' 
this is not every where in the 
Land, but only in the Iflands that 
lye towards the Sea, and have 
great Promontories, as the Nor- 
thern IJlands , Mjggjnefs y Wad- 
goe, Skpo , the Diemens, and Sn- 
deroe. 

And when it is dark Weather, 
they take mofl-, for then the Birds 
ftay in the Rocks, buE in clear 
Weather and hot Sun-fhine they 
fcek the|?Sea, and againft their 
flying away, they keep themfelvcs 

moft 
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moft there, fitting on the Clifts to- 
wards the Sea fide, where people 
go alfo foinecimes to them with 
Boats, and takq them with fow- 
iing Staves. 
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CHAP. ill. 

Of the Waters Fer- 
tility, 



A S the Juftice of God for the 
jfj Sins of men hath deprived ma- 
ny places of his bUffings in their wa. 
ters, he hath dene the like for the fins 
of the people of feree •, for in former 
times Fifhing hath been fo abundant, 
that the Inhabitants could maintain 
themfekes with it alone ; but it is 
now fo diminiffiedjfthat fome years 
they cannot fifh for their own cor^ 
poral neccffuies 5 fo that the poor- 
eft fort that have no Lands to Till, 
fuflFer fometimes great indigency. Ne ■ 
verthelefs God doth' fometimes 
fhaw the Liberality of his Mercy 
to thcfe poor Inhabitants, to incite 
them thereby to better themfelves '; 

and 
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and knowing that the nature of this 
people is not to deal with too much 
riches and opulencyj without abu- 
fing thereof, he taketh care they 
Ihould not hive fatiety of all things 
St one, time, for it is plainly percei- 
ved, thtrt when he crowncth the land 
with abundanqy, the: Fi(hes are dri- 
ven from their Seas, and contrary- 
wife, when he taketh away the beafts 
©f the Fields, he giveth them very, a- 
bundant fiihing. 

The Fi{bes wherewith this people 
maintain themfelves arc of three 
forts •■, firft, fmall Fiflies, fecondly 
Seals, and in the third place Whales. 

The moft Fifli that is fifhed here, 
are Gods, a kind of Whiting, and 
great Flounders ; there is befides 
fifii'd places, Trouts and Sand-Floun- 
ders, fpecially God fendeth them a 
fortoffmall fiih called Mart, which 
are a kind of (I think) Pilchards, and 
thatjnfuch a quantity,, that the Ha- 
vens and Creeks are fometimes fiU'd 
with them j fpecially [towards. Au- 
tumn, though t4iat hippeneth not c- 
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very year, t here- come th fach un a- 
bundanc?, .eipecially of them, foaiC 
limes liither to Thors Havcn^ (where 
theEciiveth niany needy fouls j that 
one -cannot perceive the bottom for 
them, feeing often wTth pieafure ma- 
ny children that havelittrcto eat at 
home, ftand by the Sea fide morn- 
ing and evening, fifhing as many of 
them as they and their Patents can 
cat,' not taking ufually any more then 
wiHfervethem for one meal. 

Cods are ufually found in certain 
places of the Sea called Meads, ha- 
ving a certain time when they come 
and when they go away. Thefe pla- 
ces are well known to the Inhabitants 
by the Points of Land, whence they 
take their diflancc to come to the 
right place, wherefore they call it 
Meade or Meafure; Thefe places be- 
ing ufually grounds , where it is 
(thought there are Springs of frelh 
, water, by reafon whereof thofe fi- 
fhes like to be in fuch places. The 
Scale Dog, called in the language of 
Feroe^. Ko^^ is found in great num- 
bers^ 
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bers, fome in the Inlets, which art 
called ftonc Kohs^ becaufe they iyc 
upon floncsj when it is fair weathen 
They bring forth their young ones in 
the beginning of June, who fuck their 
Dams till St: Johns Tide, fome arc 
found on the Sea fide, and are biggef 
then thofeofthe Inlets, they are cal- 
led Later Kobs, and are as big as a 
Cow, they lay themfelves upon the 
Clifts and out Rocks, under high 
Promontories, where no body can 
come to them with Boats> and when 
they bring forth their young ones, 
which happeneth in SepeTifber, they 
retire themfelves in great cavities un- 
der the Rocks, which the Inhabitants 
call Later. They have many ways 
to take them, befides fhooting them, 
they cad ;lStets over them ; formerly 
they took them with Dogs inftrudcd 
thereunto, which few make now ufe 
of, the Kob doth not fo well, and 
fleepeth ,ufual!y when he lyeth on a 
Rock, whereupon the Dog goethto 
him againft Wind, leaft the Kob 
fliould fmell him, and having fneak- 

ed 
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ed himfelf upon him, catcheth at him 
by the Throat, h-olding him faft till 
the man cometh that killeth him 
quite. 

The third manner is very remarka- 
ble, and is called to go on Later, this 
word Later is not a Latine Word, 
but|an old word of the Language of 
Feroe, fignifying as much as coupling, 
for when the Kobs are coupled toge- 
ther, they call it then properly at La- 
teris. For here are many hollow 
places, from the Sea into the rocks, 
being large and wide cavities, as great 
Vaulted Cellars, before which there 
is a little hole, as a door, fo that a 
fmall Boat can go into them; within 
the {hole the water is deep, fo that 
one can yet go farther in with the 
boat, but itbecometh fhallowcr and 
(hallowerj and at laft is dry ground, 
with a fpacious Vault, fo that there is 
a great Eccho within when any body 
fpeaketh, being fo dark there.that one 
cannot difcern whether it be day or 
night. 

The Kobs have their habitation in 

thefe 
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thefe Vaults or Caves, fometimcs a- 
bove loo together j and beeaufe the 
Inhabitants are of opinion that they 
couple therein, they do therefore cail 
them Later, and to feek thofe holes 
to kill the Kobs, is called ^by them, 
to go on Later, Thefe Caves are of 
two forts, whereof the ones entrance 
is under water, where no man can 
come in, and is called Kaufve-Later 
beeaufe the Seals dive under water 
when they goe into them, the other 
whofe Orifice is above water. The 
Peafants have particular fmall boats 
to go into thefe Caves with, where- 
fore when they know that the young 
Scales are great and fat, they go 
with their Boats into the Cave, ha- 
ving ufualiy two Boats, with the 
one of which they get in, the other 
flaying without at the entrance, ha- 
ving between the Boats a Tow of 80 
Fathoms length or larger, that if the 
Boat which goeth fartheft in,befill'd 
with water, as it often happeneth, the 
other, that is at the entrance, may 
pull it out with the people in it j and 

the 
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ihe Cave being nari-ow, they have i 

^rZTri ^iV "'^ '^'^^' where witfi 
they thruftthemrelves in -.The V have 
^fo two Candles in the Boat, thai 
they -may the better' fee to kill the 
Kobs ,c being fo dark within ■ The 
faid Candles are as thick as a mens 
arm, and they hide them in the Boar 
ieart the Scales ftould fee themen bC 
tore they come on dry ground. Wheii 
hey arc come fo far in the Cave that 
tney can feel ground, which they try 
with therr pointed Staves, firft'onc 
Man leapeth out from the Boat in- 
to. the water, as deep as he can wade 
havmg a dub in his hand to fell the 
Kobwith, which they call Kob-grafs 
then leaps the fecond man after him, 
having a Candle in each hand, which 
hemuft hold over his head that they 
be not put out with the water, after 
them cometh the third man, that hath 
a^fo a felhng Club to ftrike with, 
when the Seals lying on dry ground 

begm to fee the Light and tJle^^TeV 
will.fle?. to^Sj;a,..wJierefore the 
J old 
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old ones rife themfelves on their paws 
with their Jaws open dircfljy againft 
the man, fpecially if it be a He, for 
then he will not flee from the man, 
but the man muft avoid him, and 
when he ftrikes at him he raeeteth 
the blow with hisjaws, fnatching the 
Club from the mans hands, and ca- 
lling it on that fide, where there is no 
body. Then comes the other man 
with his Club, and ftrikes him over 
the neck, but if it be a Shee, (he is not 
fo ficrce,and fleeth from the nian if the 
can. When they hit them right o- 
vcr the head,they fall down in a found 
and then the men are prcfently ready 
fo cut their throats. When they have 
done fo with all the old, they corae 
to the young ones that lye all flill, 
far from the water, and never {ake 
iwtice of men nor light, till they come 
and kill them ; when the flaughter is 
fini(h'd,they hale the deadKobs to the 
Water fide, and tye them fafttothe 
Rope, wherewith thofc in the Boat 
without pull them to them. Laft of 
«il the men get out with the Boat that 

is 
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is within, but if the waves be great* 
the faid Boat and men arealfo hakd 
out. In this manner they get fome- 
times many Seals, often half a hun- 
dred in one Cave, the old Kobs arc 
as big as an Ox or Cow, and fo far, 
thar one can get three Loads of Fat 
from them ; they ufe their skins for 
Shooes, and eat the fltffli of them : 
they mek the" Fat into Tnaiii 
Oyie , and fait a part thereof to 
car. 

There arc tound feveral forts of 
Whales under this Land, amongft 
which there cometh one fort, cal- 
led Grind- Whale ; Grind according 
to the explication ofMn.TmrCUu' 
fan fignifieth all fort of grarcs or Trel- 
liccs, either of Iron or Wood, and be- 
caufe this fort of Whale fwimmeth 
fide to fide by one another, when they 
go on coupling, fuch a Flock of 
Whales is called a Whales Grind. 
Thefe Grind-Whales are not great, 
the biggeft being but five ells long, 
and the young ones an ell and a half, 
they come in great Flocks under the 
Iz Land. 
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Land, when k is dark or foggy v^ea- 
thcr, fo that they cannot fee it j which 
is therefore called Grind- weather. 
When the Inhabitants are out about 
their Filling, and fee a Flock of 
Whales, thofe that fee them firftcall 
and make figns to the other Boats 
that are about them, who leaving 
their fifhing,come prefently together, 
and go to the Whales, to drive them 
in towards the Landj but when the 
"Whales will turn bacjc towards the 
Sea, they cry out and make the moft 
noifethey can in the Boat, throwing 
ftones and what elfe they can find at 
thcm,tiU the Whales turn again, and 
then when God givcth his bleffing, 
theycan drive them where they pleafe 
as if it-were a Flock of Sheep or Cat- 
tle. When they come to Land they 
fend a manor two to give notice e^ 
very where, and this meflenger muft 
go fpeedily day and night, and iscal- 
led Grind-meffage. Thofe then that 
get notice of it prefently , kindle a 
brand on a certain place, that they 
on the next Ifland where the meffagc 

is 
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is not come, may get timely notice 
of it, who Can know by the place 
whence the Fire or Smoak arifcth, 
what it fignifieth ; whereupon there 
Cometh fpecdily a great number cf 
Folks together , feme by Land and 
fome by Water, having their Whale 
Spears with them. When they have 
then brought as many Boats together 
as they think needful, they drive the - 
Whales into an Inlet, or Creek, 
where they know there are good 
Whale banks, and flat fandy grounds, 
whereon they drive the Whales,with 
great crying, noife, and cafting of 
Stones, driving them as faft as they 
can upon the Sands; then if it bene- 
cefTary, the Boats divide themfclvcs 
into two companies, the one lying 
below in the form of a half Moon, to 
meet the Whale if it would flee away 
during the fliughter, the other ad- 
vancing into the mid it of the W'hale 
Flock, thrufting their Whale Spears 
into their bodies ; in the mean ' time 
fbmc of the people lye man ambufh 
on the La.-.d, till the Whales arc corac 
1 3 on 
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on g round, and wade to them as deep 
as they can, and then kill them chief- 
ly with their Weapons, with fuch fu- 
ry on both fides, that the water be- 
cometh as red as blood ; whereby the 
Whale is a!fo blinded, fo that it can- 
not fee to run away ; it is a ftrangc 
thing, to fee that thefc ftrong creatures 
make no refiftance, but only plunge 
as well as they can before the boats, 
and people, till death cometh upon 
them, and then they ftrikc terribly 
about with thetr Tayles, fo that 
they beat fometimes the boats to 
pieces, and the men come in danger, 
if they do not know how to have a 
care of them. SciRe of them get agatti 
loofc from the Sands, and carry 
fometimes the boats a great way 
with them on their backs, over-turn- 
ing them here and there and ftriking 
them full of water, yet thofe that are 
below drive them in again, but if they 
are not able to force them thereunto, 
the reft come to their help, & fo make 
them return, though ithappcneth al- 
fo fomctioie?, that they will at laft 
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fufFer themfelvestobe driven in no 
more, plunging and diving fo much 
and a long way under the water,that 
they muft let them go ; the fame hap- 
pcneth alfo at Sea, when they fee 
them firft, and will drive them to 
Land, for then they plunge fome- 
times fo much that they muft give 
them over, whence one may con- 
clude that this work doth only confift 
in abiefTingof God. 

When they have killed as many as 
they can get, which lafteth well a 
whole day or longer, they hale them 
on Land, and thofe that are killed at 
Sea float up the next day, and are al. 
fo driven thither. When all the 
Whales are thus brought on dry 
ground , and are toll'd , firft the 
Tithes are taken of chem, then the 
Finding- Whale for him that faw them 
firft •, the reft being divided into two 
parts, the one whereof belongs to the 
people that took them, and the other 
part to the owner of the Land under 
which they are taken, whether it be 
th ^ Kings, fome Noblemans, or be^ 
1 4 long^s 
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Songs to fome Frec-holdcra fon ; fome > 
times the whole Flock of Whales co- 
fnelhinto the Inlets of it felf in foggy; 
weather, no body driving them,fome-! 
times they come in with the Tide, in 
a dark night, running on the Sands, 
Where they iye dry when it is low 
fe^ater, fo that when folks come out 
in the morning they fee fometimes' 
the Sand covered with dead Whalcf} . 
which happened aifo for hvt years 
fince in Tiorneviig, 

In antientti'me there came greater 
multitudes of Whales and oftncr then 
in our days J though it happened that 
in the year 16^4, there were taken 
in two places, about a thoufand. 
Wherefore the Lord, as alfo fqr 
bis other benefits be blefled and Drai- 
kd. ^ 

' As we have faid before thefe 
Whales have (hort heads, and little 
eyes, they have a black skin with a 
white ftroke under the belly, and 
arc pretty fat ; they have a palm 
thick of fat, the head is.almofl no^ 
thing but fat, they partlyl melt the 
• fat 
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fat of the whole to make Train Oyl, 
falting the reft with black fait, Jo 
make ufe of it as of Eicon. This 
fort of fait they prepare of fea wceds^ 
which they dry and burn to aflies j 
wherewith they fait their fat, pre- 
ferving it very well thereby, being 
hung in a dry place, it looketh black 
and as fmokcd Bacon, but within it 
is white as the other ; he that know- 
cth it, is not, will not be able to difcern 
irffomS. vines Bacon ; another part 
they a!fo make ufe of inftead of fat 
or butter , which they ufe to put in 
their meac, as (hall be fpoken of iri 
another place. They dry and eac 
the flefh, when it is frefh, the fame 
looking and fmelling as Beef ; and 
what they cannot ftraight confume 
they cut into long fegments and hang 
it up to dry in the wind, confuming 
it afterwards in time, as other fmoak-- 
cd flefh. Forreigners fomctimcs 
pickle fomething ofthe tayl, which 
tafteth very like neats feet, Wherefore 
the Inhabitants take thefc Whales to 
be, and call thcmSea kine. 

I5 ■. Mr, 
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Mr. ?etir Claufen writeth in his 
Defcription of Norvtaj^ that thefe 
Whales are driven in by a Whale- 
Dog, whereof I have often enquired, 
but could never get any certain know- 
ledge of it ; yet I cannot abftain from 
informing the curious Reader,of vi'hat 
is at laft come to my knowledge. It 
happened in the year 1664, when 
there came many Whales in Sk^aU- 
fierd, about Harveft, as aforefaid,, 
that when the grcatcft purt of the 
Whales \^ere killed, there appeared 
a Sea Monfter fwimming about the 
Whales, between them and the Land,, 
that was in every manner like a Dog, 
as for thofe parts that were above 
water, it was of a grey colour, hairy, 
with long ears like an Englifli rough 
Spaniel, this hath been told me by 
men worthy of credit, and the fame 
of it grew common over the whole 
Country, Jehn Theodm de Bry in his 
defcription of the Weft India Voya- 
ges, writeth that there is a fort Jof Sea 
Dogs found in the Jldagellankk. 
Sfreights, that are hairy on their fore- 
parts 
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parts to the middeft of their body,, 
with fhort ears, as one ufes to cut: 
thofe of rough Dogs, or like Lyons, 
their fore feet being like the hands of 
men, and their hinder parts like a 
Fifh ;They are great and terrible to 
look on, whence one may finally 
eondudc that there arc fuch Whale 
Dogs, though I cannot decide whe- 
ther they be of the fame fort with 
thofc' that are in the Weft Indies ; 
There are doubtlefs more Sea Moh- 
fters yet, then have been known hi- 
therto. 

Here is alFo taken another fort of 
Whales, which they call Doglings, 
and are ufually found in one Haven 
of this Country, namely, that of 
Qualboe in Suderce, and feldome in 
Vaage in the fame Ifland, and that u- 
fually in Autumn, three, or four, or fix 
almoft every year, and if they fail 
one year there comes the next yeat 
twice as many ; they are 7 or 8 -els 
long, and very thick, being about 2, 
ells broad, where they are thickeft. 
They are taken in.a very ftrange man- 
ner^ 
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ner; for when the people perceive 
them without the Inlet, they row out 
to them with fomc Roaps in their 
Boats. Ifiibebad weather,. f© that 
they cannot come near them, they 
drive them into the Inlet, astheyufe 
to do with thofe called Grinds. But 
if it becalm weather, they row clofe 
to the Whale, that lyctb there ftOl by 
the Boat, thinking it perhaps to, be 
its Mate .- In the mean time theyr 
pierce a hole in the fat of its eye lid, 
wherein they faften the Rope ; (the- 
piercing whereof hurtcth it hot, but 
only tickleth it, wherefore it fuffcreth 
the fame wiliingly ; when' they have/ 
thus faftened the Rope, they row to 
a.Sandy Bank, whither it fuffereth it 
fcif eafily to be drawn, and the refl. 
follow after, till they are all gotten'^ 
on the fand, and then [in like manner- 
tacy make the Rope fall to the other 
Whales,, tying the other end faft to 
fome ftoneson'^Land, and laftly row 
oijt to them with their Boats,pierciiig 
them with thcin^Whalc-Speaiis, till 
eheylofe. their blood and dye ; but . 
' then. 
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then the men muft retire and have a 
care of themfcivcs, for they, beat 
thcnterribly about them., ■ ^ ; >; ,i 
The iM^ ohn Theodore de Br J mhis 
Hiftory ef the Weft Indies relateth, 
that theJndians on the Coaft of F/#- 
rM take Whales in this manner • 
when any one .fees the Whale on 
ground, they row to it with a Boat- 
having a.ftrong Rope with them with 
ttt'o (bkes on both ends'; when the 
American cometh to the Whale he 
chmbs upon it, and ftrikes firft*the 
one ftake into the Pipe through • 
which It draweth breath and blow- 
cth up water, driving- alfo the other 
Itake through the other hole • where- 
by the Whale is choaked at laft, and 
when It is dead, there comes more 
people to help him to dra wit on land. 
This manner fcemeth ftrange, but 
ours .in Feroe is no lefs wonderful. 
Theflefh and the.fat of thefe Dog- 
lings are not good to eat, for if one 
cateth thereof, it pierceth through 
the pores, fo that ones clothes look 
ydiow and fmelJ of it, the Oyl thereof 
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bciflg fo fubtile that it muft be mighty 
ftrong and faft wood that can hold it. 
It is very remarkable that this Dog- 
ling Whale cotneth ufually no where 
in Feroffjbut ini'«i/er(7f, and that fpe- 
eially in .Qifalhoa Inlet, every year 
about Michaelmas. 

Here is related a ftrangc ftory about 
it, which can be accounted but for 
a Fable 5 They fay, it happened once 
during the darknefs of Paganifm, 
when feroe was firft inhabited by 
men, that a Gyant under took to 
poflefs himfelf of the Ifland of Affg- 
genefs, a Sorcerer dwelling on the land 
would hinder him, wherefore the maa 
did often fight with the Sorcerer, and 
at laft vanquifhed him ; wherefore 
the Sorcerer made an agreement with 
him, that if he would not deftroy 
him, but let him have his habitation 
in the Ifland, he would yearly pro- 
cure him a fort of Whales and Fowl 
in the Land, which were not gotten 
in other places oiFeroe -^ and that for 
him andhisSucccflbrs as long as the 
-world fliould laft ; though with this 
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conditioH,- that if any one mocked 
or derided his Whale, it fhould ne- 
ver come any more : which conditi- 
on the man accepted, andjfincc that 
time there came yearly a particular 
fort of Whale under the Land ; as the 
Inhabitants rchte and have by relati- 
on of their Predeccflburs, the Taid 
Whale had but one eye 5 finally it 
happened that an indifcreet man, be- 
ing weary of the labour he had every 
year by reafon of that Whale, did 
contemn it, for having but one eye, 
wherefore it never came there fince ; 
the Inhabitants believing it removed 
thence to Qualbet in Sudefoe, they 
alone, and almoft every year having 
them, though they have two eyes as 
other great Fifhes. The Fowl where- 
with the Sorcerer did prefent Myggy 
nefsy is the fule dcfcribed above : 
which is neither found any where in 
this Country except there ; this is 
fold for the price it cofl-. Though ma- 
ny things happened in thofe dark 
times atuongft the Children of infide- 
lity, both there and other places, that 
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feem now in this our light, to be very 
difeonfonanr and incredible, as yet 
dayly many things are perpetrated by 
Witches, which the childtcn of light 
cannot apprehend, much lefs imitate 
them therein. 

The Inhabitants receive alfo fomc- 
times a confiderable profit from the 
Whales that are pierced at Sea,fwhich 
come fometimes floating hither to the 
Land.; 

Here are befides feen under the 
Lafid great living Whales, as the 
Roar and Witch-Whale, on which the 
Inhabitants dare not venture. The 
Roar is very great and long, and the 
Witch-Whale very dangerous ; for 
it will play with Boats ; fometimes 
itrifethfrom under the water under 
the Boat, fo that it ftandeth faft foa 
its back as upon a Rock, which often 
bringeth the people in great danger. 
But God and Nature have revealed 
them a^ftrange fecret means to drive 
away fuch dangerous Monfl:ers,name- 
ly, Caftoreum^ which ufually they 
carry in the headof their Boat, boar- 
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«ng a hole in the Wood, and putting 
Cafi-oreim in it, which they flop af- 
terwards with a peg-, others have it 
inclofcd.ina piece of wood, whcrc- 
unto they link their Fi(h lines, and 
carry it always with them in the 
Boat ; and when the Witch-Whale 
comes under fuch a Boat, or that they 
caft that piece of wood upon it, it 
finkcth to the bottomc as a Stone, 
This Whale muft have a [very good 
fccnt, and cannot fufFer the fmell of 
Cafioreum, wherefore it rctireth pre- 
fently to;the deep. It is believed here 
by old experience, that Cafioreum hath 
this property, that if a man hath any 
about him and cometh in danger upon 
the water, he cannot fave himfelf, but 
finkethtothc bottome,,asa piece of 
Lead, anddrowneth ;for it hath been 
proved by experience, that a perfon 
that could fwim well, perifhed at Sea 
hiv'miCafioreum about him ; being- 
funk and drowned, whileft others that 
were in the Boat and could not fwim, 
faved their lives; whereof the famous 
expert and learned Dr. Thomas Barta^ 
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linns wrketh in his Centuries of Ana- 
tomical Hiftory, CM^ 2. Hill. 
37- 

_ The Inhabitants fay alfo that if they 
have noC4/?«'««;,they carry with them 
Juniper wood, whereof they cut 
Chips and caift towards the Whale 
whereby it alfo finkcth. It was a' 
great while before I would believe 
this, tilhhe Provincial Judge, a very 
prudent man, named jena^ Pohlfon, 
that IS well inform'd in the propri- 
eties of this Country affurcd it me to 
b€truc;I would neverthelefs hardly 
believe it a long time, till I had found 
the natural caufe of it, which is this: 
Since CaBoreum thatcafi drive down 
the Whale, hath the vertue to drive 
the dead Toetus out of its mothers 
Womb; by which vertue the Whale 
ts alfo driven; and the Oyl of Junt. 
per hath -the fame vertue as Cajfore- 
«w to drive out the Fa?tus,it nvay al- 
fo be that Juniper Wood, whereof 
the Oyl is prepared, may alfo drive 
the Whale; and there muft be a great 
Antipathy between the Whale and 

fuch 
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Tuch things which by reafon of irs a- 
cute fcent, it prefently perceiveth,and 
is weakned in its naiure/othat it muft 
prefently fink to the bottom,by which 
reafon it foUowcthalfo, that all other 
Medicaments expelling tlicdeadFce- 
tus,ha ve alfo the vertue to drive down 
the whale,as are ^jfa Fa!tida,Adj!rrha, 
GalbafJHm^ Ofpoponax, Seammon)^ Brim- 
Siene^ Cinnamon and Mace^ or thefe 
Herbs, Rue, Sabin4, Fcennnt GrMum, 
Hollow Hearb, Felvcorth Matricarj, 
as alfo thefe Herbs which grow in Fe- 
roe^Samphirej Mngworth, Tyme, and o- 
ihers.though part of the Species afore- 
faid, be but the ingredients of thofe 
Medicaments. Expcriejcemuft fur- 
ther teach what is hidden in nature, if 
it be fo as is argued of this Species; 
and if Caltereum hath the propriety 
and vertue to deprefs a man down to^ 
the bottom of the Sea, fo that he muft 
drown, notwithftandinghe can fwim, 
it folioweth alfo that the aforefaid 
Species have that propriety to the 
depreffion of a man. One doth bcGdes 
often hear that when people come in 
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188 Oftbg fVafers Fertility, 
danger, fometimes the greatcft part 
arc eafiiy faved, one or two perifliing; 
fomecan neither be fav'd by others 
nor lave themfelves, as if it was {<i 
difpofed by God, that they before 
others fliould infallibly dye fuch a 
death, and could not efcape ; Jas 
might beproved by example,if it were 
needful .« who knows whether any of 
them had not about him fome of the 
things aforefaid, which might cafily 
and ordinarily happen with Mace and 
Cinnamon. Much is hidden in nature 
thatisyetundifcovered, and in time 
will be brought to light: 

Fora conclufion, as in my timedu; 
ring my abode in JFfrof, the faid Sea- 
monftcr,.nameIy,the Whale-dog wis 
fecn, fo in the year 1670, there was 
fccn at the VVefl: of Feroe; before 
£lmlboe flaine, a Mair-inaid clofe by 
the Landjduring two hour^ and a half, 
by miny men not only of ^^.^/W^but 
alfo of other places of inderoej (he 
ftood upright above the water, having 
long hair on her head fpread on the 
water round about, holding a FiA in 

her 
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her hand with the head downwardsiit 
wa? alfo toid mc, that the fame year 
thcFidicr men of We fitmns haven m 
Stremoe hadyfeen a Mermaid at the 
North of Feroe, whether thefe Mon- 
ftcrs do portend Feroe any evil hereaf- 
ter, time will teach us, that confifting 
Whales in the providence of God,par. 
fing by what other Monfters have ap- 
■ peared in Feroe'm the Figure of Boits, 
whereof we have mentioned fome- 
thing already. 
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GHAP. I\r, 

Of the Inhabitation of Fe- 
roe, and the FaSls 
of the Inhabi- 
tants. 



THefe Iflands of \Feroe lying in 
the mid'ft of the ftorming Sea, 
far diftant from other Couiitryes, 
have during a longtime, whileft Na- 
vigation was not fo much pradtifed,as 
in thefe later times, been uninhabited; 
being oniy 'vifited by the Fowles of 
Heaven, till the time of Harold Pul- 
chricoMW, firft abfolute King of AV- 
v>ay,\f/hf:n as we are taught by the 
Chronicle oi Snore Sturlefon, this land 
was firft pofleffed by men, and inhabi- 
ted in the year of our great Monarch 
Jefus Chrift's Nativity 868. having 

been 
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been uninhabited from its creation du- 
ring the timeof4855, years,and hath 
been tilled, till the date of this book, 
a little above 8co years. The caufc 
of Its inhabitation being this ; rh hap- 
pened that //«r«W HaldanfenPHlchri- 
comtts, principal Nefs or Promontory, 
Kia^'m Norway^ beginning to reduce 
the Kingdom under him, made War 
upon the Inhabitants upward of 10 
years, from the year of Chrift 858 to 
868, and having during that time put 
to death a part of thofe littleKings and 
Princes, reduced a part of them undet 
himfelfjdrivcn another part out of the 
Land, and the laft year, (ome Kings 
and principal men having made alli- 
ance to refift him, and raifed a great 
Army, Kiog Harold deftroycd their 
Forces ; after which time he found 
no more refiftance in Norway^ 'and 
then faiih the Hiftory, namely, * the 
Chronicles of Norway pace. /^.^^ ma- 
ny defcrt Lands were" inhabited, 
which the mea ofN'orwaj had begun to 
frequent before, fmptdand, JJland^ 
Grksttfj^ Hetlmdy and Feroe were in- 
habiJcd i for many rich and oppulent 
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193. of the Fa5ts of the 
men fled from the Wars of Nomajy 
becaufe of H,uolds power, and ma- 
ny other able men yeilded to Harold, 
and planted the Land with Mm ; by 
which Hiftory it is alfoin fotneinan- 
nei- intimated, that Feree was known 
to the people of Komay., and frequen- 
ted.by them \, but then pcr/ediy 
peopled and Inhabited ;though there 
be a great uncertainty in Hiftorics 
writtenin fuch obfcure times, for Mr.' 
l^jeterClanfon in -his Defcription of 
N0rmj,fag. T54. teacheth thatin the . 
fixth year of King Harolds Kz\%n^ a 
'.Pirate called Madodtr, failed from 
'■^iWiVrfj- intending for Feroct but was 
driven by the Tempeft under Ijland, 
which was then quite dcfert, and was 
peopled fince by King Harold Pd- 
ehricomus's invitation and command, 
whence it appears that Feroe was in- 
habited before lajland j But the Au- 
thor feems to fet a general certain 
time for an uncertain. Ifthofe Inha- 
bitants of f^roe had beefl as diligent to 
leave their Succcflbrs fome narration 
frftm the beginning, as thop^ of/flatid. 
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Inhabit ants of Fcroe. 1^3. 
one might now have had better infor- 
2nation, and it may be alfo they have ■ 
notneglc(Cied it fince ther6 came no 
leffer men to Feroe then to Ijlimdy 
but doubtkfs the Pirates have dc-: 
ftroyed them. It being certain that - 
other documents which" were, kept in ^ 
the pubJick Cheft of the. Country, ' 
were within thcfe ico years rob'daiid 
carried away by fuch meri. . " 

Thefirft that fetledhimfclf in :£<;-/ 
roe was, t^ey fay, "called Grlmof. 
Camban,whkh happened before, thofc 
that fled from A^omay came thither,, 
and wholly peopled thcXand''."' 

This Grimar Cambafi.wzs .doubtleifs 
a Pirate or Sea Ro^jber, Piracy, being' 
in thofe days honourable. Hetland 
and Orheny being thsn hut the habi- 
tations of, Sea-Robbers, and h being 
dbpbjilefs,cve,p_ foo^^^frgjjbut in Km^;^ 
i'i{lchricat^.his.im?!,Ja ^ 
yf his-R<,Mgt)j,,m3iny confiderabfe incn, 
with their Wivesand'CHildren^6ood$ 
and Moveables, took theirhabitatioa 
inFeroe^ which;was befere difcqvercd 
to them by Gn^ar^.4mlfti^»y^^^^ 
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154 Of ihs fails of the 
Ving firftf'>und the Land, gave it al- 
foits nartlc attd calkd it Feroe; the Hi- 
ftorytacnriotting, Hhif Zero's Name 
was kno^n m mrwaj, before they 
fled' thither, add poffefled it. There 
ar'ft feveral opinions concerning the 
derivation of this word Feree ; fomc 
think that the land hath that name 
from Sheep (called in Danilh Faar) 
becaufe of the multitude of Sheep 
that is bred there, which is an incon- 
gruous opinion ; Grimar Camban ha- 
ving found no Sheep there at hi« ar- 
rival, neither hath it received its name 
fincc there have been SHeCp planted 
there; for before the priticipal Colo- 
ny of people and Cattcl went over 
thither, theLand had already its name. 
Befides which, Faar is a Danifli word, 
which is called in the old Normf 
Tongue, Saud, and in thai of->r«, 
joftii others would deny their ii^wes 
from Pffr or Feathers, ^hich is alio 
contrary to reafon , for they little 
thought then of Feathers, and knew 
nothing of their ufc in commerce. 
Their Merchandtft being for'iheftiolt 
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Inhal^itans of Feroei 19$ 
part Wool, as appears by the Hiftory 
of Trnnder of 6ote m the 2$6 f age of 
the Chronicle of Nwvtay ; who lived 
in Feroe 150 years after it was firft 
inhabited, for he faid to his Brothers 
Sons Sigurd and Teerd the Sons of 
Torlack.; there is a great difference ia 
the age of a man, when I was young 
I did not lye on a Bench when it was 
good weather, as you doe ; now the 
Ships lye on ground and rot under the 
hills, and the whole houfe is full of 
Wool, but none of you will carry ic 
to the Market j if I had fome years of 
my age back, things ihould nor go 
fo. Tor loft of Diem en is now a bet- 
ter Husband then you. Sigurd grew 
angry, ftarted up and made himfclf 
ready, with h'S company of 12 men 
and failed out with Tarhf, and thicf 
came late at night to Norway ; here- 
by it appeareth firft, only they have 
endeavoured to make mony of their 
wool. Butfccondly, that they haw 
had tfieir Trade in Norwaj, where 
Feathers were not in price ; they ha- 
ving themfclves Fowl enough on the 
Kz North 
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North Coaft of the Land, and there- 
fore there was no thoughts of Fea- 
therSjto give the Country a name from 
thence, in the beginning j and fo much 
the lefs bccaufe neither they them- 
felves now, nor antiently ever ufed 
Beds filled with Feathers. Some will, 
derive it from Far ^ it being a Land 
thatlyeth far from Norway, and therc^ 
fore fhould be called Yeroe , which is 
alfo doubtful, Ifland and Greenland 
lying yet at a further diftancc, and 
therefore ought with more leafon to 
bear that name. 

I mull add my opinion concerning 

the Etymology of that name, and me- 

thinks the land may have taken its 

name from the Word to F<irf, which 

is the fame in the ancient Language of 

J^eroCf as Ferrie in Englifn, the fame 

being alfo us'd in our old Danifh ; 

for places in Denmark , where one 

croflcth from one fhoar to the other 

in Boats or Ferries, are called Ferr 

ry places, from ancient time to this 

prefcnt ; and Feroe confining of many 

Iflands, where one not only muft 

crofs 
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crors with Boats and Ferries, called in 
that Tongue Fitvinger, from one Land 
to another, but one can alfo with fuch 
Boats go along between the Iflandsj 
it fcems probable that this qualificati- 
on of the land may have given Crl- 
mar Camh art occafion at his arrival to 
call thefc Iflands Feroier, as they are 
called to this day in the language of 
Ferocj I leave herein neverthelefe e- 
vcry onetohisown opinion; buttbc 
Iflands being many, they ought to be 
called the i?eroe/, asfhey are Feroier 
by the Inhabitants, and in Latinc pe- 
roa, as the Orcades, Canaries, and o- 
ther Provinces that confift of many 
Iflands. 

Many principal men of Norwaji, 
as abovefaid , having tranfplanted 
thcmfelves and their whole Families 
into ffrof, they divided the Iflands. a- 
mongft themfelves, every Chieftain 
appropriating to himfelf his Ifland, 
or more according to opportunity, 
where they afterwards fubdivided the 
Land to be poflTeft and till'd by their 
Servants,, in the manner and places- as 
K 3 »* 
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it is found to this day, moft of the 
Chiefs having made the Country their 
properties and inheritance, not only 
thofc places where they liv'd them- 
felves, but alfo the other j fo that the 
leaft part remained to their Servants, 
whence it comes thatTrnndof^etem 
the zjo page of the Chronicle ofNor» 
way, calls the Inhabitants of the Eaft, 
and North Iflands, his Tenants, when 
he gave Tribute for himfelf and them 
to Charles the Afyrsks oi* Tender, fent 
thither by King Olnf the Holy, 
whence many old Folks can yet re- 
late that a part of their predeccfTors 
were very rich in Lands, fo that they 
have poffeft above the half part of 
Shderoe, this that great Village, and 
the other, many Enclofures; but now 
there is nothing ot fuch glorious riches 
to be feen, for fome of them having 
been acruel'peopic, did forfeit their 
poiTcffions to the King,by committing 
Murthers and other mi fdceds, as one 
might prove by example, almoft with- 
in the remembrance of man .•fome in 
^be Popifh. times forfeited their cftates 
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to the Bifhops for eating of flefh,as 
many can yet relate; for thf Bifhops 
forbad their hearers to eat flefh in 
Lent, and they being us'd thereunto 
and dcfirous to eat it, as a nneat that 
was plentiful in the Country, could 
not obferve fuch interdiitions, where- 
fore thofe that were difcovei^d were 
forced to give their Eftates as a 
Mulct, except they would fall under 
Excommunicationj fome alfo gave a- 
way their poffeffiions willingly, in thst 
time of fuperftition, forthefaving of 
their fouls, to Bifhops Sees, «nd 
Churches ; and thofe Bifhops being 
removed at the time of the Refor- 
mation ; all fuch goods came under 
the Crown ; fo that now the King is 
Proprietor of moft part 0/ the Coun- 
try. What Lands the owners did 
keep, have fince been divided by their 
heirs in fo many fmall parcels, that 
they cannot live thereof; fo that it 
feems, thofe that were in the begin- 
aing the richeft and moft powerful, 
are now grown thepoorefl andmoft 
indigent of the Country ; for theln- 
K 4 habi- 
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habitants born to Land, as they call 
them, ot freehoWersi arethcpooreft 
people ; thofe that p&fftfs the Kings 
Lands being the principalleft and 
richeft men. Here are neverthelefs 
found fomc noble mens Lands, as the 
Benckeftockers, the Refeacramhel, tix\d 
the Lady Jdeluz.ies, whether they 
arc come to 'hem by inherftancc of 
thefe Chiefetai-nes, or they have pur- 
ehafed them is uncertain. Here are 
alfo certain Lands called Rjtter's 
Lands that were purchafed here in 
the Country by one AUthias Setter. 
Itfecms neverthelefs, that {ome of the 
Nobles Lands are poffeffions bought 
of others, there being feme that rec- 
kon themfejvcs born heirs thereunto. 
The faid chiefs of theLand enjoy 'd the 
•Government of Feroe till they were 
reduced by the Kings of JVorm^ ; 
There is nothing found in Hiftory of 
their orderly fuccefiion j the firftthat 
is read of being TruMd of Gote, who 
was an old Chicfetainc during the 
Reign of fonne Kings, ruling over 
the North mi Eafte^n Iflands. Th&fe 
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that were Rulers with him were Bnfie 
and Seine, two Brothers, and Kinf- 
nicn of Tmnd, that governed other 

Iflands, 

Ix. is poffible they may have been 
the firft Chiefs that have both taken 
the Land in pcfTcfTiOu and governed 
it, orelfecheir next fuccefTors j fiiice 
theyiiv'd in Harald Greybeards time j 
for they liv'd then long in the Land, 
as fome do yet. But the aforefaid 
Trund, being an infamous bad and de- 
ceirful mnn, caufed his Coufins and 
tellow Rulers, Breafie and Berneto 
be trcacheroufly kill'd, that he alone 
might have the SupremeGovernraent. 
In the mean rime he took to himfelf 
their Sons Sigifmund, Breafie" $■ Son,. 
and Tergild, Bir/ie'sSon^ under pre- 
teuceof breeding them up, but fold 
them afterwards privately as' two 
Slaves out of the Country, (of whofe 
remarkable Hiftory we will hereafter 
make further mention) and fo he go- 
verned the Country alone, till tfic 
time of King Oluff Try gge fort. That 
Sigifmund, Breafie) Sony came again 
K5 to. 
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to Fem, to revcuge his Fathers death, 
and killed Tru»d of Cote, remaining 
fo only C'liefctain over £eroe a long 
time, till he was muithered by Tur- 
grille Ildf and his Sons in Sudem ; 
af er which tiie Son of Trund of Gate 
ruled over the Land, being alfo called 
Trmd, like unto his Father in name 
, and deeds, though he ruled but over 
the Nvith and Eaft Iflands ; Leif 
^jfe-fon being Chieftain over all the 
Southe.-n, lived in King Olnff Ha- 
raldfon, the H»ly 's time; they alfo ha- 
ving then a Provincial Judge, called 
Giike, fee the Chroiucle of Nerwa),f. 
26g. It is not known who fucceedcd 
them afterwards J though the Coun- 
try hath a long time after had its own 
Govcrnours. Though the Inhabitants 
have not been very powerful to rcfifl 
the mighty abfolutc King of Norwat 
they kept ncverthelefs their liberties 
under thefe sthdr chiefetains , by 
i-eafon of the great divifion and civil 
war between the Sons of Harald 
Pukhrycomm^ and their Succeffors, 
fpecially beiween the Sons of EricK i] 
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Softear,iini HaganfarU the good,thgt 
reduc'd the whoie Kingdom of IVor- 
Waytohis obedience, till King Oluf 
Har-ald Son the Holy's time, who 
took care not only to amplifie the 
Kingdom ot Ghrift, but alfo his owiu 
wherefore he undertook to reduce the 
Feroes under his obedience ; but he 
durft not venture to do it by force, 
fearing it may be the courage of the 
Inhabitors, as alfo the dangerous ao 
cefs of the places: wherefore he en* 
dcavourcd to do it by good deeds, and 
made many friends in Ferocy where- 
by they gave thcmfelves under his 
power. But putting afterwards bur- 
thens upon them, whcreunto they 
were not accuftomcd, they fell off 
from him prefently again, wherefore 
the King fent a meflage to Feraej that 
the beft men of the Land (hould ccme 
to him in JVerwaji 5 Gil/e the Provin. 
cial Judge, Liejfe Jjferfm, Terrulf of 
great Diemen, andmany other Coun- 
trymens Sons made theinfclves ready 
to go into iVcrw?^^, but that cunning 
Vox Trnnd of G«te pretended fick- 

nefs. 



204 of the Fa,Eis of the 
nefs, and went not with them. When 
, all there came to the King, they were 
©b!igi;d retake their oath they would 
remain his fubjeds, and promifed 
they would fend him a Tubute, and 
that the Folks of the Land fliould be 
his Subjeds And the King made 
themgifts and prefcnts, and difmiflcd 
thembduntifuliy ; which the courte- 
ous Reader can find more largely ex- 
■preft in the Chronicle of Norwuj, fag. 
246, 2 47. 248, &c. But what loy 
alty the Inhabitants intended to have, 
for King 0/«/ appeared' in time prc- 
fently afierwa:ds,.fee the Chronicle of 
Norrvaj, pag. 249. for when the King 
fent a Ship to Feroe to fetch his Tri- 
bute, the Ship was loft ; fo that he 
could never come certainly to kiiow 
what Was become of the Shipormen. 
But having the next year had fome 
relation thatthey were loft at Sea,he 
fent again another Ship with men,but 
it happened to them in the like man. 
ner, and there were many opinions 
what itiight be become of the Kings 
Ships, for in the Chronicle ofNoiwajy 
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fAg. 26S. King 0/«)f keeping often liiH 


= 00 


his Court with his Chiefs in Sundtttor^ ^^^H 


= I— 1 


gave out that he would fend to fetch ^|^| 


^ 


from Feroe the Tribute which they ^^^| 


= CM 

= I— 1 


had promifcd him, complaining for ^^^H 




the men he had lofl (on that Voyage, ^^^1 


=^ I— 1 


and named out feme men, that (lie uld ^1^1 


^= I— 1 


Sail thither ^ but they faid all nay, ^|^| 


^= 


and refufed to undertake the voyage. ^^^H 


^ 


Then rofe up a great man well ar. ^^^H 


— 


med, having a red Coat on, |a Helmet ^^^H 


^ — C5^ 


on his Head, his Loins girt with a ^^^| 




Sword and a great Hatbert in his hand ^^^H 


^ 


faying, you have a good King,' but ^^^| 
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your felves arc cowardly men, that ^^^H 


=- 


you dare refufe the voyage which he ^^^H 


= — r- 


commands you, having received fo ^^^H 




much honour and benefit of him. I ^^^H 


^r 


have not hitherto been the Kings Scr- ^|^| 


= — VD 


vant, neither hath he been a gracious H^H 


^ 


Lord unto me, but I will now proffer H^^l 


= — LO 


my fclf to go to Feroe, if there be no Hl^l 




other remedy. The King asked who Hj^l 


^z 


he was, and what was his name, that ^^^| 


— — "^ 


anfwered him fo undauntedly ? for he ^^^H 


^ 


knew him not ; The man arfw.red, ^H^| 
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my name is not conOderabie, though I ^^^| 
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think you have heard it named be- 
fore; I am called ChMes the Tender. 
The King anfwared, it is tme,Charles, 
that I have heard thy name before,and 
a time hath been, that if we had met 
thou fliouldlt not have carried the 
news of it abroad ; but 1 will pardon 
thee altogether, fmce thou wilt under- 
take this voyage for me,and thou Ihak 
be my gueft to day,that we may fpeak 
farther about it. 

This Charles (fee the Chronicle of 
2Vorway,pf.g.269. bad been a cruel/ 
Robber by Sea and Land, and the ' 
King had often fcnt out his men to 
kill him, but he efcaped always ; he 
was of a great Family, and very ecu. 
ragious, valiant, and expert in all 
things ; he made himfelf ready for his 
Voyage to feree, and had about '20 
men with him ; he got a good wind, 
and when he came to Feroe he arrived 
at Thors hawn m Stremet, and let 
ftimmotv »li the people to a Court. 
There came Trund nfGote with many 
Folks, as alfo Leijf^ferfon, and GiSe 
the Provincial Judge, the Kings fwora 
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men, with many people. When they 
had pitched their Tents, they came 
to Charles ^nd embraced him ; Charles 
faluted them from the King, and ex- 
pouudcd then his friendly commands, 
to raife and pay in the Tribute, (hew- 
ing them a token from the King ; 
they promifed to promote his errand 
amongft the people, and to give him 
their beft affiftance. Then came 
Trmd of Gote fthat bafc TraitorJ and 
Saluted Charles, invitij|, hitn to a 
winters ntieai ^ Charles excus'd him- 
felf, becaufe he had taken his lodgings 
by Leifjferfm, bur he defired that 
Trund would gather the Tribute of 
the Eaft and Northern IflandojTrwff^i 
promifed he would do fo. In the wir. 
ter Leiff raifed the Tribute of the 
South Iflands of Feroe. The next 
Spring Trund grew very fick, and a- 
mongft other difeafes was much 
troubled with pain in his eyes ; he 
came neverthelefs to the Airembly,as 
be was wont, and incamped under » 
black Tent ; and when Leif and 
CW/«came tohiinto receive' what 

' Tri- 
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Tribute he had gathered j he ( rid 
not come out to them bv reafon of 
ihe weaknefs of his fight, whcitfore 
Leijf went into him in his black Tent, 
and Trund gave him a bag with mo- 
ny, which he carried out to Charles, 
and coftthethony in his Shicla, ttir- 
riog them about ; and Leif ask'd 
Charles what he thought of it.? who an- 
fwercd, I believe that all the falfe mo- 
ny that could be found in the Nor- 
thern '{lands is come hither. Trmd 
heard this, and. asked Leiff irtt was 
not good Silver ? Leif faid it was 
falfe mony, Trurtd put thefaultupon 
his Servant that had gathered the 
Tribute, whilefl he washimfelf fick. 
i«^wentin and took another purfe 
of mony from him for Charles, and 
when they viewed them they were 
neither fo good that Leijf would re- 
ceive them for the Kings Tribute. 
Trund's CQuHn Gmte the Redilarofc 
on the Bench whereon he laid, and 
faid, it is an old Proverb, The older a 
man grows the worfe he is. It is now 
fo with thee Trmd, that fufFereft 

Charles 
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0arles the Tender to fearch in thy 
mony fo often this day. Trmd fprung 
up and was angry at Game's words, 
and bad Leijf come in and take ano- 
ther bag, faying, my own Tenants 
have brought me this, though I can 
fee httle, yet the Shirt is nearer then 
the Doublet; and he defired Leiff to 
go out to Charles and weigh the mony 
for him, for he could not be prefent 
himfelf, Leiff and Charles went out 
into the Fields, and all their Folks 
were in arms, as if they had gone to 
a war. CW/« took his Helmet from 
his head, and caft the mony in it, and 
they found 'twas good Silver, but as 
they were fitting, they faw a man co- 
ming to them that had a Pole Ax in 
his hand, this was Gante the Red ; 
he ftuck his Pole Ax in the ground, 
and faid , have a care thou Tender 
Charles rhou dotft not get a mifchref 
to day of my Pole Ax 5 there came at 
the very fame time a man running, cal- 
ling to Leijf Aferfotif and defiring him 
to come Itraight ways 10 GiUe the 
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Tei3t ; for there 
had 
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2IO OftheFA^softhe 
had rufhed in Singm Tolakfon^Trunds 
Kinfman, and hud deadly wounded 
one of the Judges men ; Lieff went 
prefcntly thither and aU his folks 
With him, and Charles remained fit- 
ting with his people landing round 
about him. Then came Game the Red 
and Theer the Short, and Gaute ftruck 
over a mans Shoulder and hit Charles 
on the head, though it hurted him 
not much ; but Thoer ftruck prefently 
with the Pole Ax that flood in the 
ground, fo that the Ax ftruck ia his 
Brains ; and there came many people 
out of Trundi Tent. Trmd (hewed 
as if this aaion had much dilpUafed 
him, and paid the muia for his Co- 
Zen; but Leif and (?///« banifhcd Si- 
gm for the Judges man whom he 
had killed, and Game and Thoer for 
Charles, whofe men return'd to King 
Oluff, and told him the news. The 
King grew very angry, and protefted 
he would revenge it, but he was hin- 
dered of h by the wars which were 
made againft him ; and there were 
great difputes between Trnnd and 
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Leifever fince that day. Thus far 
Show Sturlefon. Thus Charles the 
Tender got to know what men were 
thofe of f ersf, whereby they fhcwed 
fufEciently what was become of the 
two ether Ships, though it may be 
alfo they perifhed. King Oluff Ha' 
roUfon the Holy, having thus been 
hindered by thedefedion of his Sub- 
jects, and the opprcffion of Canulns 
the Great, King of Denmark,, that 
took the Kingdom from him, thofe 
of Ferae were for a time their own 
Matters, not only under King Canu- 
Ifu the Great, that had more weigh- 
ty affairs to think on, but alfo under 
King Ma^HM the Son of Olnff the 
Hofy that was difturb'd with wars in 
De^!!}iark_agmt\0: King Swe»ee EHred- 
fori, till [he day of his death, as alfo 
during the time of King Harold 
Rcdhair, who during his Reign was 
troubled with /oreign wars till he was 
difcomfited in England. His Ton King 
A'y^^re lived in quiet, and was conten- 
ted with what he had ; but his fon 
King A4agnm Barefoot fought irrnch 
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forreign Coun treys, and theitby loft 
his Life in Irttmd. It feems affo 
that he did not then forget ferot^ 
though Hiftory maketh no mention of 
it, and Feroe having not been reduced ' 
by him, becaufe heraademany for« | 
reign warsjand re/gned but ten years;. 
it feems it was put under the Crown 
of i\?<)nv<i;inKing Siga.rd.^t Hien- 
folomite's time, or in the Century of 
years iioo. fince, in this Century 
there were not only Bifhops conftitu- 
tcd in Feroe, but diflrids men, that 
had the power of thcfe Chieftainy ^ 
Fo>-it is related ia the Chronicle of j 
N wayp ag. 500. that when Erlini I 
Shacks, with his Son King Magnt^ , 
Erlingfon, who ruled ;o years after 
King Sigurt the Hierofolomite's 
death, in the year of Chrifts Nati- 
vity u 63. did endeavour to deftroy 
all the Kings line M^lcySuerre Sigm- 1 
Joft, who was the Grand child of Ha- 1 
rold Gilde^ King Signrt the Hierofolo. I 
mites Brother, being then but 5 year 
old, went over with his Mother Go- 
tiild, and his Father in Law V^as, to 

Bifhop 
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Bifhop Roar in Feroe^ w ho was his 
Father in Laws Brother, ard flayed 
there till he fhould be ordained Prieft. 
But hearing then of his Mother, that 
hewas thebon of King Sigurd Ha- 
roldfojt, he faid he would not change 
the Kingdom of Norveajiot a Priefts 
living in Feroe^ and therewith threw 
aCdf his Gown and went to Norvfay 
to take in the Hereditary Kingdome 
of his Fore-fathers. After this King 
Snerre a man of Feroe called Brling 
railed up himfelf, giving out that he 
was this King Shtrre's Son, and went 
to NorwAj on the Ship of Hiner a di- 
ftridts man, whereof fee further the 
Chroa. oi Norviai in the sSpp^^'f- 
_ From which example itappeareth 
plainly, that not only Bifhops, but 
alfo diftrids men that fhould take 
care of the Kings affairs, and gather 
his contributions, were conftituted in 
Feroe by the Kings of Norway ^ and 
therefore JFeree hath fincc that time 
been fubjeifi: to the Kings of Norway 
with contributions and all other du- 
ties, but it cannot be known in what 

year 
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year this begun, neither is it much 
worth enquiring after. For as this 
Bifhop Roar is not found in the dc- 
fcription of Norvfiaj amoHgft the Bi- 
fhopsofptrofjin the Catalogue, and 
the Hiftorian hath neither mentioned 
that this Bifhop was the fir^y nor 
when or by whom he was eftabli/hcd, 
fo the Author hath neither cared for, 
when Feroe was laid under the Crown 
of Norway, as a thing which did not 
properly belong to the fcope of his 
Treatife. F^rce having ever fince the 
time mentioned-been a Province fub- 
je<fl to the Kingdom of Norwajf it 
hath not only happened, that the 
principal men thereof, as Membci'S' 
of that Kingdom, have been made 
ufe of in.bufinclTcs of great impor- 
tance, as we read in the Chronicle of 
Morvfti) , fag. 635. that in King Ha' 
gtn Hagenfans time, who was King 
Snerres Grandchild, Swerki ^ifhop of 
Feree was with others in the Aflcm- 
bly of the States in thcyear ofChrift 
1223. when King Hagen Hagenfon 
Was by all the States fworn and jud- 
ged 
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ged to be the true Heir of the King- 
dom of Korwaj ; but they have alfo 
as faithful fubjc<fts received Juftice 
from the Kings of Norwaj in doubt- 
ful caufes, as appeareth by a parti- 
cular Law, called Soide-Brefvet, or 
an ordinance about Sheep, declaring 
how one muft deal therewith, that 
the one may nor wrong the other. 

There is a great crrour in the date 
thereof, mentioning it to be given at 
Ofpe^ in the year of Chrift 1040. 
watch time is but a fhort while after 
Charles the Tender was kill'd in Feroe, 
whereas it hath been proved that Fe- 
roe was not then under the Kings of 
Norway. And this error is not only 
proved hereby, but alfo by thcfe ar- 
guments. Firft, it is mentioned in the 
Sheep Ordinance, that it was Hagett 
Dukeof Norway, King Ji^ftgmu the 
Crowned Son that gave it out ; and 
there is found no King Magnoibz^oxz 
then, till the time of King Magnm 
Olnffon. The firft King Magnus that 
was Ci-owned, was King Magnm 
ErlingfortfWhQ reigned in the year 
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of Chri!lrt64. and had one Soncal- 
led H^ien^ neither did any of his 
Children rute in .iVbr.vp<«;, being hin> 
fclf kilfd by 5«OTf, and all his Pro- 
geny driven out and deftroyed. Se- 
condly, there is named in the Sheep- 
Ordinance, Bifhop Erlander, who in 
the Catalogue of the Bifhops of Fem^ 
is the third after Stien^Hire, of whom is 
faid above, that he was in the year 
1223. in the general AfTembly of the 
■ States, whence it plainly appeareth, 
that there is a great errourin thetirae 
it was given out. 

But that we may come to fome cer- 
tainty about the date of this Sheep- 
Ordinance, we find in Hiftory that 
King Magnus Hagenfon Lagebetter^ 
who Reigned over Norway in the year 
1263. had two Sons, Erkk, and Ha- 
gen ; ErieK. became King after his- 
Father, and was called £«V^Prie;ft. 
hater, who reigned ; 9, years, Jind died 
in theyear 1299. In this King Ericks 
19 years reign,hiS;Brother//*i^ftfwas 
as a Duke m, Norway^ though Hi:, 
ft—'' cioth;no;.fp9a|i pJjaiflly *f ^f,'.^ 

' yet 
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yet it can be eafily concluded by the 
circumftanccs j for antiently,fincc the 
time of Harolds PMkhricomus , the 
Kings of Norxvafs Sons were called 
Graves or Earls 5 but Hagen Hagea- 
fon, the Father of King M^gntu the 
Crowned, brought firft the Title 
ofDukcovtr into N'orvpaj ; making 
his Queen's Father, who was before 
an Earl or Count, to be a Duke, Af- 
ter which the Title of Duke was e- 
ycr given to the Kings Sons ; whence 
it appeareth that thisShcep Ordinance 
was given out in the 19 year of that 
Duke, when his Brother Erkk^ dyed, 
and he became King ^ that is in the" 
year 1299, 

The circumftances of Hiftory docs 
ttiuch confirm this opinion in other 
manner, for as Duke Hagen calls him- 
felf, for Honors fake, the fon of King 
MagtiHi the Crowned, to there arc 
none of the former Kings fo remarka- 
ble by their Coronation as this King 
Jkfagnsa, who was Crowned during 
kis Fathers Life, without any contra- 
diction, but rather with the dcfire of 
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all; which never happened before : 
for which reafon it may be, he was 
called King Magnm the Crowned. 
This King Magnm bettered the Law, 
wherefore he was called Law better- 
er. He writ aifo a particular law for 
thofc of Jfland,zs alfo the Ordinance 
of Chriftiam'ty, which was fcnt over 
to thofe of feroe ; whereupon it feems 
they found fomething to complain of< 
as appcarcth by the Proeme to the 
Sheep-Ordinance, of which it feems 
thofe of Ferae took then Occafion to 
defire of his Son that particular ordi- 
nance concerning Sheep -J much mif- 
demeanctir being ufcd therein,which 
had in that long fpace crept amongfl; 
the commonalty ; of which law- we 
will further fpeak in the fixth Chap-' 
tfcr, when we treat of their Policy. 

This ordinance -conC'-rning bheep 
^Vas confirmed by 'chrifiian the IV. 
Kingof Df«w<er^, of happy Memory, 
atid Printed upon the humble defires 
of the Inhabitants of Feroe, though 
this fault was left uncorreded; but 
this muft be imputed to the fimple 
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iiegiigence of the Inhabitants, who 
have had a Copy of that Law, kept 
by them during fo longtime, the o-. 
riginal having been robb'd away. • 

As they have received Laws and 
particular ordinances from the Kings 
of N«7rft'<«7, fo they have from time to 
time fvicorn Allegiance to the faid 
Kings-, for one readcth in the Chron- 
icle of Norway » p'SJg. 707. that in the 
year of Chrift 1240. the Inhabitants 
of Norway. Or\eny), Hetland, Feree^ 
and J(land fwore Allegiance and'Ft- 
delity to young King Hagen Hageu- 
fon, which cuftome may well have 
been foilowcd as well in regard of the 
fiiccceding Kings of Norway., as of 
rhofe of Denmark^:, though nothing of 
itbenoted in the Annals- The fame 
duty being alfoperformed.in our days 
for in. the year 1649. the high and 
mighty Priacc. Frederic^ the Third* 
King of Defmark.., N'erwaj, of the 
Gothes and VandalU, t\o\v Dcceafed, 
fent to Ijland and Feroe, the Right 
Honourable Lord Henry Bialkj. Lor4 
of BUlng-QiiArd'^' Knight, Goyernpuf 
La " of 
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of //Z<«»t/, his Majefties Six Admiraf, 
Prcfident in the Councel of Admiral- 
ty, and Affeflbr in that of State, with 
•Gabriel Ackeleje Knudfon^ Secretary, 
to take the Oath of Allegiance to his 
Majcfty of all the Inhabitants; which 
was done by the Inhabitants of Feroe^ 
with what Solemnity that Country 
could afford, in Thors-Havetiyt\\c third 
«f AugHfi in the year aforefaid,as Jem 
jLttHritfon defcri-bes in his Norrigia lU 
inflrata. 

In the year 1662. the States of Den- 
w<<r^ having chofen his faid Majefty, 
King Frederic\x^(^ third and his Suc- 
ceflbrs, to be Soveraign Hereditary 
Lord of Den»!ark.aT\d Norway, arri- 
ved the fecond time the 14 of Au^nfit 
his aforefaid Excellency, the Lord 
Rix Admiral Hf«7 5^%, to take of 
the inhabitants of Fcroe the Oath of 
their Hereditary Allegiance to his 
Majefty (whofe Hereditary Throne 
the King of Kings cftablifh for ever» 
and continue his jfeed till the end of 
the World J which they prcfently 
with greateft devotion performed. 

When 
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When it pleafed the great iLord of 
Heaven to caH the faid high and migh • 
ty Prince frti^ewlt the third, firftSo- 
veraign Hereditary Lord and King of 
Denmnrkj3-i^^ Norway, from this Tem- 
porary, to his Eternal and Heavenly 
Kingdom, in the year iCyo. the 9. of 
Feb. and his beloved Son, The great 
and Mighty Hereditary Prince Chri- 
ftian the Fifth, fate on his late Fathers 
Royal Throne, to be Sovereign King;^ 
over Denmark, and Norway, and the 
Subje«fts and States of Denmark had 
fworn Loyal Fidelity and Obedience 
to his Majefties abfolute Goverment j 
hisMajefly the fame year,the 23. of 
^/»r»/,gracioufly difpatch't his Com- 
miffary the Honourable ^ens Rod- 
fieen , Hereditary Lord of Leer 
Bec'i^, his Majefties Vice Admiral and 
AirelTor in the Councel of Admiralty, 
to Ifland and Feroe, with full power in 
the name of his Majefty to take the 
Oath of thefubjcfts and Inhabitants 
thereof, wiiere the faid Commifiary 
fens Rodfieen arrived from Jfland', and 
put into Thtrs haven in Feroif on 
Tuefdaj tfie 16, of jihgHfty and on 
L 3 Friday i 
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Friday the 19, of the fame moneth, all 
the Deputies or Inhabitants of Feroe 
themfelves were gathered together, 
and after the Service of God vv^s per, 
formed, took their ready andfubniif- 
,Ti\^e'0al?h, firft. together in a body, 
and*afterwards every one particularly 
under his Hand and Seal, according 
to every ones State and t^uaiity. 

Nekher mufl we here omit,. (to his 
Royal Majefty, our moft Gracious 
Hereditary Lord and King, King 
Chriliian the Fifth's Immortal Praife 
and Glory, and to the fubjcds of the 
Landjboth that now live and will here- 
after faeceed, their admonition and 
remembrance to keep exadly the 
Oaththey have taken in ail its points 
and - claufes, not out of compulfion 
and fear, but by an humble, free, and 
loving devotion till Death) .that his 
Majefty wasgraciou/lyiplcafed to pre- 
v<nt fhc Inhabitants, in giving theiA 
iBtGtice. by his Patent, that whatfocvel- 
cither the States or any private fnrjrf . 
for himfcif, had to petition, and fol- 
licice his. Majefty for ; thc^fi&r^hc 
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fliould deliver it to his Royal Com- 
miflary, and he receive it to carry, 
unto hisMajefty with a moft graci- 
ous alTurancc, that his Royal Mjjcily 
with a particular care and favour 
would be conccrn'd in what could be 
judged beneficial to their, according 
to the time and occafion. 

The wife King S'olomen'xn the 19, 
sha^. 1 2. veffe, of the book of Pro- 
verbs compareth admirably fuch Roy- 
al grace to the Dew that falleth on 
Grafs, for as Dew vivifieth wither- 
ed and down-fallen Grafs, fo thatit 
itfeth again and groweth bravely iipi 
fo hath this, his Royal Majcftic* 
Grace, reviv'd the hearts of. the In- 
habitants of F(roe, which were al- 
moft fainting away for one caufe or 
another ; and therefore the Subje(fisj 
both Ecclefiaftical and Temporal, de. 
ilvered the faid Royal ConimiiTary fc. 
veral Petitions concerning fome of 
their grievances, wherewith the faid' 
Commiffary on Smday\.\\czi of ^h- 
giift after the Service of God, de- 
parted from i^eroe for Djnmarkt 
L 4 ' There- 
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Thereupon in the year 1672. three de. 
puties were fent over with full power, 
humbly to reprefent the Lands necef- 
fuies^ and his Majefty was graciouf- 
ly plea fed to give the Inhabitants a 
very profitable Ordi&ance, to prevent 
and take away aJJ damage and ruine 
from the Land. 

Whileft the Inhabitants of Teroe 
were under the fubjediion of the 
Kings [of NorvfAy and Denm4rk.y or 
before that time, one doth not find 
much that any have been famous for 
their valiant aflions, ^though they 
have been a hard nation from the bc- 
ginningj except two ; namely Sigif- 
mund Brtttefon, and Magnm Heirfan, 
^holc Hiftories excepted , the one 
out of Snore Stnrlefon, and Mr. Peter 
Qlaufoft' J Writings ; the other out of 
^enf Lamitfon s Nor rigid iUnfirata^ 
and a credible Manufcript of Feree, 
are for the Readers Take worthy to 
Ic hereinfcrted. hhtxTrundoiCote, 
of whom wc have made mention be- 
fore, had treacheroufly let murther his 
fellow Govcraours of Feroe, and his 

Kinfmen 
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Kinfmen, BrtUe and Be'tne, falling, 
their Sons Sigifmund Brefiefon, and 
Forgill Beinfon, privately out of the 
Country to perpetual Slavery ; it hap- 
pened that he that bought them was 
by ftorm and bad weather^ fet from 
hiscourfe with his Ship, to the Eaft 
of Norway ; there ran the two boycs- 
away from him, and got up into the 
Counrry ; now there had been in the 
Country iotne time before, a young 
man, whofe name was Torkildj that 
was an excellent Huntsman and 
Shooter, andlayufuaHy out on Snow 
and Ice in the night, fecking to kill: 
Wild Bcafts, caring neither for cold 
nor froft, whence he got the name 
of Torkild endmt. Froft": he fell i^ 
love with a con fiderable man's daugh- 
ter, called /«j«/?om[g^, whofe Parents 
refufmg to give her unto him, he took 
her in the Wild Wood*', but her Fa- 
ther, Brothers, and Kiafmen fought 
her out, and took her back again, 
Torhild ami to hct the fecond time, 
and (he went away with him j but 
coEifidcring that he could not be in 
L^ " ' quieft 
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qnietfor her kindred on that fide of 
Do-^fields. he went therefore over the 
Moumatn and fet'ed his habitation 
ciofe at the l^Jorth of ir, in a great 
Wildernefs and favageForreft, where 
nobody came through, there being 
a great way from thence to Towns 
where people lived, andjhis Servants 
went intothediftriaofrr««<ik<» to 
fell skins and hides of wild beafts,buy- 
ing therewith what he had need'of •.• 
and he lived there many years,having 
changed his name. 

Sigifmmd Breftefon and Torgild 
Beinfon being fled from their Mailer, 
as aforcfaid, went up into the Coun- 
try intending to go into the North of 
the Dfftria ofTrmd heim j but when 
they came on Dor fields they loft their 
way, and wandered" fome days, y'till 
atlaftthey came down to the place 
where Torkild Endure Froftiiv'd,and 
went in. His Wife received thcrei 
well, giving them meat, and deGred 
them to tarry there the night over. 
When Zo?-^'/^ came Jhome from the 
Woods, (]]£ went to meet him, and 

told 
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told him there were come to them two 
beautiful Boyes, dcfiringhim that he 
would do them no harm ; he grew 
angry, becaufe he had forbidden her 
to receive any body in the houfc, or 
fhew any one the way from thence, 
laying, wc fhall doubtlefs be found 
out and taken at laft, lofing our lives 
for fuch thy foolifh humanity. He 
was neverthelefs pcrfwaded, and re- 
ceived friendly the two Children, 
entertaining them fome years, and lo. 
ving them dearly ; he taught them to 
Shoot, to Fence, and Swim, and all 
other exercifes, fpecially Jthofe that 
are ferviceable in war ; and Sigif- 
ninnd furpaffed always his Cozenin 
all things. -When they were at lall; 
grown to mens ftature, he forbad 
them going any time in the Forreft 
that lay North of the houfe, and they 
wondered wherefore he did fo ; once 
as Torkild was gone on Shooting, 
Sigifmund took an Ax in his hand and 
went with his Cozen into the Forreft 
at North, where they prefently per- 
ceived a terrible great Bear that came 

right 






2 29 Of the FitBs of the 
ri ght againft them : Torgild ran away, 
but Sigifmund retired behind a Tree, 
and when the Bear came up to him, 
he ftruck at him with his Ax and cleft 
his he ad. Afterwards they took the 
Bear and raifed him wirh props a- 
gainft the Tree,aha fo returned home, 
prefcntly came their Fofter-father to*. 
wards them, coming with his Bov? 
and Arrows to feck them our, for he 
was afraid the Bears would have hurt 
them He was very glad when he 
found them, and they incited him to 
go with them againft the Bear, though 
they told him not that it was dead. 
Torkild (hot an arrow into the Bear, 
which not falhng, he wondered very 
much at it, and being ready to (hoot 
again, %«y«2«n<!^ began to laugh, and 
faid it was no wonder, he was fo a- 
fraid of Bears when they lived, fince 
he feared this now being dead.- 

Torkild rejoyced and perceived well 
what man ^igifmmd would be 5 there- 
fore he fent him to Hagen Lndt "fave 
the Rich or Good, who was Earl of 
the UiMa oiTmnd-heimtXvliiis then 

over 
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©ver all Norway, and he came in great 
favour with Count Hagen, procuring 
peace for Torkild from Hagan, and 
all the K\vi[mtnof Ifigebarig. Aftcr- 
vfarAsSfgi/mpind Married the Daugh. 
ter of Torkild called Ihone, He was 
with Count Hagan andjB-tVj^in the 
Battle of Jonnviklng^wKich the Cham- 
pions and Chieftains of fulin^ and o 
ther Danijh Lords gave them j and it 
is writien, that Sigifmund Brefiefatt 
cut offwJth a back blow, both hands 
in the joynts, of Boedigree\, who pre- 
fently put the ftumps^intwo Chefts 
©f his, and caft himfelf therewith c- 
ver-board. Sigifmmd was afterwards 
converted to the Chriftian Religion 
by King O/ufTrjggefon, and by his 
command went to Feroe, and caufed 
all the Folks of Hetland and Feroe to 
be Baptized, as alfo thofe that were 
tiotyet Chriftned in Or ekney. Sigif- 
mundwzs a great while on that voy- 
age, and revenged the death of his Fa- 
ther by killing Trmdoi Gate : here is 
fung in Feroe an old Song of the ani- 
ons of Sigifmmd^ wherein it k faid, 

that 
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that Sigifmund found mucli difficulty, 
and was m great danger ere he could 
take Land in Feroe' \ for iTmnd of 
Getfyhy Sorcery and Witchcraft had 
raifed great Storms againft him. King 
OluffYryggefon gave Sipfmimd all 
Feroe to rule over; but after his death 
it came again under the Son of Trund 
of Gete, that was aH"o called Trund, 
whereof is made mention before in the 
Hiftory of St. Olnff. 

Sigifmund Brefiefen failed back to 
King 0/«jf to Trund hem, after he 
had caufed all thefe people to be Bap- 
tized,and pracfticed all exercifes with 
the King -, for 0/«J Iryggefon was 
very expert in Swimming and Shoot- 
Jng, either with a Bow or Hand-dart ; 
he could run about on the brinks of- 
aShip, he Fenced equally well with ■ 
both hands, and could play with 
three hand-fliears at once ('they were, 
ftiort Weapons to dart withj fo that 
there were always two in the air, he 
could caft two darts at once, and 
couid climb upon a hill before anyo- 
ther, none being able to follow the 

King^^ 



cm 



Inhabit mts oj Feroe. 231' 
King fo near as Sigifmund Brcflefof}. 
See the Chronicle ot Norway.fag. 1 66. 
and 167. 

It happened as Sigifmund would re- 
turn again to Feroe and fpoi<e with the 
King, that he had a thick Gold Ring 
on his Finger, which Count Hagen 
had given him ; the King would try 
hbw much Sigifmmdlos/td the Earle, 
and therefore defired the Ringof hira, 
but Sigifmund {iid that he would not 
give it him for Count Hagans fake. 
The King grew angry at it, and pro- 
phefied him, that this Ring would-be 
the caufe of his death; Sigifmund wsls 
afterwards murthered in Feroe in 
Sandvijgge^xTi the Ifland ofSuderoe, by- 
Torgrim Ilde and his Sons, for that 
Rings fake, Sigifmund being then 
weary and weakned by Swimmingjfoi- 
he had then fwnm about a League q- 
ver an arm of the Sea. Thus far Mr, 
'l^eter Claufo'n,ar\d Smre Sturlefon. 

This Sigifmund muft have been a 
very ftrong man, for thofe oi Feroe 
fay, thathefwam over itomSktioeto 
Suderoe, ^s ht &s rercksree, which i.s 

above 
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above two Leagues off the Sea.wherft' 
there arc fevera! ftreams and currents;' 
Smdviig is not in Suderoe^ but accord 
ding CO oid Tradition- he fwimm'd to 
Poreheroe, where Torgrim, which thofc 
of Feroe call Thore dog lived j and 
when he came thither he lay on the 
Sea Weeds for weaknefs, when Thore 
and his Sons came to him, and feeing 
the Golden Ring, he bad give it him-, 
and that then ne would help him ;'' 
but as Sigtfmund would not do «r,^ 
Thore out of couetoufnefs for the' 
Gold, killed him, and becaufe he had 
no Weapon he bit out his Throat ; 
wherefore he was ever fince called 
Thorredeg. 

The other Champion of Ffw^was 
MagHtu Heinfen, of whom "^ens Lm. 
ritjon .vrites, that he was born in Ner- 
vnaj. It {tzssxs^ that as the Subjeds 
of Halden the Blackjdifputed to know 
where his dead body ftiould be buried, 
and not being able to agree about it, 
divided his Corps into four parts, 
each taking his and burying them in 
four places of iVerjp^i^ifo thofe of iWr- 
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Vfdj and Ftroe difputc, after the death 
oitJ^agntu Heinfon^'whoCe Country 
man he was. All thofe of f fro* unan- 
imoufly maintain, that he was born in 
that Country, his Father having lived 
there, and his Brothers and Sifters 
having Iiv*d,and being dead thereal- 
fo j his Cozens and Kinfmen living 
there to this day • his half brother 
jonas Heinfon, dwelling in Lamme- 
haufve, was Provincial Judge off <- 
roe. Ma£«Hi had alfo a natural Son 
living herein the Country, dead not 
longfince', whofename was JErafmH* 
jMagnmfon, his Fathers Name was 
Mr. Hoine Hanjfregfier , Curate of 
py?fr(?(f,of whom it is truly related, that 
Heifje with fix other Students, were 
in a Boat about their pleafure in Nor- 
wajif when a contrary wind drove 
them from the Land, carrying them 
far at Sea, out of fight thereof, and 
atlaftdrove them under Feroe ; the 
fix Students returned ftraight to Nor- 
way by the firft Ship, Heire alone re- 
maining, who was firft the Bifhop of 
Feroes Servitor, and afterwards Pa- 

rifh 
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rifti Pricft of Ofieroe , he married a 
Wom^nof Feroe, which being dead* 
hewentinto Norm,y and Married a 
Norway Woman named Goy, witli 
whom he lived a good while herein 
Feroe, begetting of her A-LtgnHi Hunt- 
[on Jtis faid befides, that thefaid 
Mr. Heme returned into Nomai, 
where he got another living, by rcafon 
whereof, poffible, ^^/«;« is cfteeincd 
aiv™;man. The faid Magnm 
Heimfin Sailed firft as a Merchant 
from Bergen io Feroe; afterwards he 
took ftrvice in HoUand againft Pi- 
"i^^' Sea-Robbers, and DmHrkers, 
tiUat laft^he grew a Renowned mair, 
and therefore was taken into the fcr- 
vice of his Majcfty of Denmark.. King 
FredertcKiht fecoud of happy Memo- 
ry, being admitted as a Ship Captain, 
and afterwards came to fo great ho- 
nourjhat he Marrycd a I,ady of No- 
bie Parentage, 

His faid Majcfty made continually 
uie of n.m to clcanfe the Seas, and 
take all Pirates. and Sea-rohbers, that 
did then great damage under Nor. 
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iv.i/, Jflund, and Feroei There are 
many recitals of .his courage, and va- 
liant a<!^ions, he Was not only bold 
and couragious to meet his enemies, 
butalfo intelligent to.devife cunning 
Stratagems againft them, when they 
were top ftrong for him. 

For it happened once that a fa- 
mous Pyratc, with a well rigged Ship 
came under Norway, and caft Anchor 
- cer I'aldhowe j whereof Afagnm be- 
ii-)gadvcrtifed, and having caufed the 
Ship tobecfpied, found that he was 
not able to fight her openly, he there- 
fore , in vented this ftratagem } he 
cioathed himfcif in a Peafants cloaths, 
got a Fifher Boat, and provided him- 
■fejf with old Nailes, Lead, Leather, a 
melting fpoon, and a tinder Box, 
which he hid, all under his Nets and 
IVp pes ii\ the Boat ; being then come 
fr.<)ii^the LpndjSnd having taken pret- 
ty nwny FiOics, he rowed to the Ship, 
arldiWhiiefthe fold them Fifli, knew 

\v^]i to coijpterfeit a grofs fimplici- 
..y, that they had no fufpttion of his 
ftay, but it was a pleafure to them • 
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which when he perceived, hedefired 
leave of the Captain to faften his Boat 
at the Sterne of theShip, pretending 
that he ufed often, by reafon of his 
poverty, to lye out at Sea in the Sum-- 
mer. The Captain having granted his 
requeftihefaftened his IBoatneerthc 
Rudder. The Warch that was fet at 
night took little care of what was 
done at Sterne of the Ship, and had no 
fufpitionoffuch a fellow : wherefore 
when Aiagnm perceived that every 
body was at quiet, hethruft as many 
Nailes as could go into the holes of the 
Rudder, he cluftered them with Lea- 
ther underneath, then ftruck firc,meli. 
ted his Lead, and poured it into the 
holes of the Rudder. Having now 
done all this without being perceived 
by the Watch, he retired in the morn- 
ing to his own Ship, and made aH 
things ready for fighting. Weighed 
Anchor and put to Sea, failing againft 
the Pyratc and engaging him to fight, 
but he not being able to govern his 
Ship, the Rudder being fall and im- 
moveable, he was cafily and without 

any 
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any great rcfiftancc overcome, and ta- 
ken Prifoner by Magnus Heinfon. 
Whereas Magnui Heinfrn did ear- 
neftly endeavour to ruine thcfe Sea» 
Robbers boih by fubtile devices, as 
weli as by force, he dcftroy'd many 
of them, and his name grew famous 
abroad j wherefore thefe Pirates did 
profccute /1/<i^w«j again, and made all 
their endeavours to furprizc him with 
advantage, A Sea Robber having 
had notice that he lay fecure in Thors- 
haven in Feroe^ he did fccli him there, 
which Magnui perceiving hid all his 
rigging, and took flight upon Hefloe\ 
the enemy having heard of it, purfu- 
ed him thither ; but Magnut had fo 
provided himfelf aforehand with 
ftones, which he rowled upon them, 
that he drove them all away, and for- 
ced them to retire to their Ship again, 
and put to Sea. 

But MAgnus^ that he might be free 
afterwards for fuch unexpcflcd fur- 
prizes of the enemy, raifed a Sconce 
near Thers haven^ which is yet to be 
fecn j repaired fo his Ship, manning 
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her as well as poflible, and put to Sea 
again to revenge himfclfupon his e- 
neray •. atlaft he heard that he was in 
Norway, and knowing that he was 
not ftrong enough to fight him, he 
fought to furprize him ; commanding 
his Folks to lye in Boats in an ofFfidc 
fromthe Ship^ he took a number of 
Stones with him and came on board 
the Pirate ; vyho not knowing him 
took him for a fimple Pcafant. A'fug' 
TiHs carried himfelf now as before, 
With his cunning folly, and a good 
while made the people merry on the 
Deck, till at laft feigning as if he had 
been drunk with their Beer, he begun 
to try whether hecould climb up the 
Main-maft ; carry ing himfelf very fim- 

piy in his tryals, as if he had not 
known what they called the Maft-, 
or what it ferved them to- he did tVi\5s 
fo long with them till he got uf»' in* 
the Maft quarter, and then preferitly 
with a Dagger which he had hid- 
den under his ctpthes, ctit off the Sail 
Ropes, and. with the Stents which he 
had dBo\it hami di^ovc the people un- 
der 
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der Deck, blowing thcnm^hisWhf- 
ftle, whereat aii hi,s folkes came from 
their ambufh, got into the Ship, and 
tohcdthc Hatches nil the reft of his 
men came with hi. Ship, and took all 
the people Prifoners, 

A4agniei^ as marfy more was fbme- 
th/rjg enclined to drunkennefs, whence 
ithappenedonce, whileft he lav here 
Jn a Harbour of teroe, being gone to 
Land, where he drank hard with all 
his men, fo that he fell afleep, and lav 
that night on Shear, thatinthcmeari 
time a Puatc came into the Harbour, 
and having notice where Magnm was 
they camefubtilly to him and took 
him Pnfoner, whileft he was afleep 
amongft all his men, and carried him 
on board, though they afterwards re. 
lea fed him on this condition, that he 
IhouM fwear and promife never to 
perfecute them more. Ai^enns being 
at liberty did not think himfclf obli- 
ged to obferve any forced Oath-there^^ 
fore to revenge the (hame they had 
put upon him/ as well as to corb 
their unjuft Piracy, which fftcy then 

eser- 
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cxercifed every where about this 
Country, without any fear thinking 
themfelvcs in fecurity by reafon of 
Magnus H«»c/o«'sx>bligation-,hc en- 
gaged with thefe impious men, and in 
a (hort fight overcame and took them 
Prifoncrs. Infuch manner was the 
fear of A-tngnus come upon his ene- 
mies, that they durft not kill him 
when they had him Prifoner, and 
thought themfelvcs free of alt danger 
if they were but in fecurity of him. 
The courage and valour of Magntu 
was fo great, that not only he did not 
avoid danger, by engaging often with 
more powerful men then himfelf, and 
happily overcoming them ; but they 
neither failed him in his grcateft dan- 
ger, for once the moft part of his own 
folks^ confifting of fevcral Nations, 
hiving cdnfpired together to kill him, 
and run away with his Ship ; he a* 
Ijnein a fury maftcred 13 of them, 
and drove fuch a fear in the reft, that 
they let tall their fcracity,and appca- 
fed thcmfelves. 

And as he was couragious, fo waS 

ever 
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e^-er fortune on his fide, it happening 
ufually that Forttine helpcth a Vali- 
ant man, but luck is inconftant and 
often changed. It happened even fo 
unco Mugnm for he was again by 
force overcome and taken Prifoner^ 
but his great courage did never fon. 
fike him, for being ask'd by him,that 
had taken him, what his mind was 
then^ he anfwered without any fign 
offcar, iflhad power over thee, as 
thou haft oyer me, I would make thee 
fuffcr the cfuclleft Death thatlcoufd 
nivent. Whereupon his Vid^or fee- 
in[; his H'eroical courage, gave him 
his liberty, without being defu-cd; and 
^*agnHs kept this courage till the 
hour of his death ; for when, as wilt 
be faid hereafter, he was forced, 
tfiough for an innocent caufe,- to 
ftretch his neck to the Executioner, 
m the place before the Kings Palace, 
and the Executioner^ ask'd him whe- 
ther he would have a handkerchicfe 
lyed before his eyes, as is ufual, he 
anfwered ri^, faying moreover to the 
Exetutioner, I have fecn fo many 
M draws 




243 ^/ ^^^ Fms of the 
drawa . Swords without fear, have 
thou but a Mr? thou beeft .not a-- 
fraid. ,.;.-. . ■ .;j ^,., , 

Thus by his Fortune and' valour 
he came greatly in the favour of the 
aforcfaid King j're^mc^ the II. of 
Olorious n]einory,who not only made 
conftant ufe of him in feveral fuch 
expeditions, but alfo becaufe of his 
great experience in the North Sca^ 
fent him to difcover Greehland, in the 
year 1577. and it is thought he was 
thefirft fubjedof JDenmarl^^ that un- 
dertook to find out Greenland. He 
fet his courfe according to old Navi* 
gaf jon, direQly for l(l4nd, and /rom 
thence again till he perceived the. 
Mountain White Serk,-, where he met", 
with a great deal of Fog and bad wea- 
t&er, with much driving ice, ne verthe- 
lefshc got fight of the Land, but could 
n'bt come_ thereunto ; neither feemed 
it he could come from che place where 
he was, though he had a good wind, 
by reafon of the Loadftouc, which he 
believed to be at the bottpme of the 
Sea, aad hindred his voyage -• whefe- 

fore 
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fore, the days growing fliort, he was 
obliged without performing what he 
went for, to return for Denmark. 

By rcafon of Magnm Heinefon's 
expeditions, his name grew famous 
in the neighbouring Countreys and 
Kingdoms; many loved him, many 
feared him, and many alfo hated hfm. 
He found likewifc envious men in 
DenmArk^-^ It happening often, that 
vertueisnot without envy and per- 
fecution ; yet they c6uld not hurt 
him as long as the good King Frede' 
rick, lived \ but after his deccafe, this 
brave Sea Captain was. forced to yield 
his neck to the Sword, which many-e- 
nenlies could not obtain by their 
force ; for it happened in the year, 
1588, during the Minority of King 
Chrifitan the IV. of Glorious Memo- 
ry, that the faid Aiagmu Heinefon, 
being treachcrouOy accufed of a dark 
and wrongful crime, was arreftcd in 
the Palace of Copedhagefiy and being 
condemned to lofe his Life, was be- 
headed OH the place before the faid 
palace, and from thence tranfportcd 
M 2 to 
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to be buried in St. NkhoUs'%Cam ch* 
yard. 

But God, as a juft Judge, made 
his Innocence appear, appointing for 
that purpofc the Right Honourable 
John LindenorVyLotd of Oljlofe^ Pro? 
vincial Judge of North fntland, who 
concern'd himfelf in Alagnas Heine- 
fom innocent caufe and execiition 5 
and by a lawful fuitand fentence vin- 
dicated him, at the General SeiTions 
held at Koldingy in the year 1590. the 
6. oi jiugufl^onx. of S. Nicholas Churh- 
yard, whence he was with pomp 
trpnfported from Copenhagen into JM' 
land, and Buried in Oljlofe Church, 
ne-nrVibHrg \ his Valour having been 
very renowned in this Kingdom, 
where he had Married a Lady of 
Noble Parentage, and for the faffe 
accufation, for which he loft his life, 
there was given 3000, RixDollarsj 
by friendly reconciliation and agree- 
ment. 



The Right Honou: able Lord Litt" 

denow, 
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datow^ writ over this Valiant Sea 
Champion the following Epitaph. 

Epitaphicum. 



T let ate, pritdentia, namra excel fe^ 
rti wfiinHu.ac tango rerum maxinxirum 
ufu frosfiamififni viri, Magni Hcin- 
fonii, qui multu labor thus examlaturC' 
bus, domi forisque pradaregeflis, Haf- 
t7U perplexa cjueflione acoifatus eJJr^ 
€^ non fine omninm honomm ift[tu tm- 
dim decolUtm. 



Magnanimum Magno finxjtmc nomi- 
ne magna 

Majeftas .- magnum nomen & omen 
habet. 

Vixi ctiam magnus, majorcm magna 
ruina 

Erexit, tandem maximus ('euge) vo- 
cor. 

Magna gerens quondam ftuduit mc 
redd ere parvum ; 

M3 S«d. 
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Sed fruftra ; Magninomen ut antevi- 
gef. ^ 



VivJc poll funera virtus-. 



Johannes Lindenovim Senior 
feftiit,./4?!aOj 1550. 



Tkis Engliji.ed, 
The Epitaph. 

of Godljy Prudent y Gemrom and 
Expert mun^ Magnus Heine- 
fon_, whoy after many exploits 
Valixntly performed at hof^e 
and abroad^ being accused of a 
doubtffil crime-, veas beheaded 

; at Copenhagen;, not without 
tie griefe of all good men. 

Gods greate(i Ma'jefiy gave me of 

Great the namey 
Ai agreat fign I jhoM in time^ 

ome- 
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come to great fame. 
Thus J have li'yed ,great\ grew 

greater hy m'<i fall^ 
And now at tafi^ yon fee, I am 

greatefl of all, 
One^ that could io great things^ 

did (Irive to make me lefs^ 
But %n vain for rny name hath now 

ohtaind redrefs. 



Virtue liveth after death. 

Written by John Lindenow the 
Elder, in the Year, ijpo. 

So that thefe two variant men of 
IFeroe have not been much unlike one 
another, not only in yirtue, courage, 
and valour, but alfo iri the nianner of 
their death, having both received C- 
vilfor their good dee^s. 

Eefidcs thcfetwo, there have been 
none of i^^r^f that by valiant aflions 
have left any fanjous name to pofteri- ' 
M4 ty J 
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ty ; having from the beginning ap- 
plyed themfelves to a quiet courfc of 
life, contented with their poverty ; 
by which long tranquallity they have 
loft their old Hcathenifh ferocity and 
vigour, though they have continually 
been troubled by French, Irijh, and 
Englijh Pyrates .• but their means con- 
fiftjng in Lands, Cattle, and Wild 
Sheep ; whereupon, the enemy could 
do little damage, they ever faved 
themfelveson the high Rocks. Tbofe 
of Suderos neverthelefs .held once a 
fight with the lri{h Sea-robbers, who 
would not forfake the Land fo fooji 
aathiey defircd, whereupon they ga- 
theo'^d themfelves againft them, and 
flew them every one. Such fort of 
people have exercifed great violence 
againft the poor Inhabitants of this 
Country,there paffing formerly (carce 
any year^but they were troubled by 
them. 

For the laft Bifilpp, Mr. Peter Ribe, 
was feveral times plundered by the 
Frtnch-j fo that he was at laftforcc^ 
JO remove from hence. 1 

They 
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They tortured fo Mr. ErafmtuQ\x- 
rate of Suderoe, with a Rope about 
his head, for his monys fake, that he 
was afterwards dmoft unfit for his 
calling. 

They ufcd alfo very ill Mr. Martits- 
of Thors haven, thty took away the 
Lands Chcft, with the Writings j car» 
rying alfo with them wliat Merchants 
wares and goods of the King they 
found here, taking fuch Ships as were 
failing hither, and committing many 
other oppreffions. 
■ The Engliih Fifliers had an ordi- 
nary cnfi^ome, going every year to fifh 
under T/IW^totakcofthe Inhabitants 
of Feroe whom they found firft, with- 
out diftinfftion of perfons, not except- 
ing the very Pfiefts whom they car- 
ryed with them on their , Voyage, as 
if they had been flaves, to help them 
toFifh^ and when they returned and- 
were under the Land, they fet them 
on Shoar, where they could beft be 
off with them. Feroe hath in this 
manner, during a long time, been as. 
a prey to fuch ravenous Wolfes. Nei- 
M 3 thet>. 
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ther hath the Turk forgotten it •, for 
in the year 1629. there came two 
Turkifh Ships into Siidem,that dealt 
very cruelly in the Countrey, taking 
away without exception, whofocver 
came before them. It happened the 
fame time,that the Pricft of that place, 
called Mr. Paul Erafmufoa, fled upon 
a Rock with a little child ; the Turks 
purfued him, and took firft theChild^ 
which he had laid down, and after- 
wards purfued the Prieft, wherefore 
he leaped down from a very high pro- 
montory, under which many people 
had hidden themfelves from the ene- 
my, and God made it come to pafs 
fo wonderfully that he flopped upon 
a.Turffe of Earth that was foft and 
well overgrown with Grafs, there be- 
Hig round about nothing but Clifts, 
and Stones ; yet, though his body was 
notendami^gcd, his mind was never* 
thelefs very much diftraftcd by fhat 
high fall. Wherefore hisMajeflyof 
BeniTiark; King Chrifiian the IV. rig'd 
out a Ship commanded by the Ho- 
nourable George Daa, who likemfe ' 

did 
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did his utmoft to deftroy fuch a com- 
pany of Thieves. Amongft other, he 
furprix'd an Irifh Pyrate, in Wefimans- 
haven in Stremoe. 

A part of the Pyrates crew run pre- 
fently over the Land, and took one of 
the Inhabitants Boats, wherewith they 
fled from Feroe to Hetland ; thofe that 
were left behind were taken and han- 
ged. After the faid Daa, his faid Ma- 
■jefty commnnded other Ships to cruifc 
under Feroe, which harboured ufual- 
iy in Skaale ford in Olieroe j whence 
it is, that the iiarbour hath gotten the 
name of Kirrgs havem 

But there going more charges year- 
ly to fit out fuch Ships then the reve- 
nue, which the King received of the 
Land, could import ; King Chriftiaft 
thelV. waspleafedtocaufe to build 
a Fort in Thors. haven, againft the 
unexpected invafion of all enemies. 
There being not only kept the Kings ' 
contributions, but alfo all Merchan- 
dize for the maintenance of the whole 
Country ; which was done after the 
Turks falling into J'Wfn?e;andfincc. 

that 
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that time, they have in fome manner 
been free from fuch Sea-robbers, ex- 
cept when there hath been war bt- 
fw^cn Denmark, and the fjeighbouring 
Kingdoms, for then, as is probable, 
they haveJofiea been difturb'd by 
neighbouring enemies 

It is not heard; or read, of any civil 
war, or inv^ard tumult- in Feroe, as 
iit Ijlund, though there be an old tale 
of fomc troubles in the Country, and 
there hath been fliewed me a valley 
in Calfoe, above the village of Mile- 
dal, where two armies of the Inhabi- Ji 
tants have fought together, and two-'* 
hills under which they fay, the dead 
are buried ; though they know not 
the true ground thereof. I am almoft 
of opinion, that this happened in the 
time of King /mi Board's fon,inthe 
year of Chrift 121 1. by Erling Sturri' 
fan, of whomthe Hyftoryof AVw«7, 
f4g. 581. maketh mention inthis man- 
ner. There was 3 man in Feroe Ci\- 
led Erlirtg^ that gave himfelf out for 
King Suerrefon j his Mother vi'as J- 
Jiride Rets D.aughlst. Hemarch'da- 

bout 
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bout in the Ifiands with fomtgatht- 
red iTicn, doing great violence and op- 
prcffipH -he had 7 Children, and went 
fiOce for iVoyw^jf in the Ship o( Einar 
the Sheriff i rcndring himfslf to Philif 
and the Lady GhnJlfKa, (he received 
him very well, and acknowledged 
him for her Brother, he dyed fomc 
years after of an effufion of blood, 
after blood-letting. It may be^ that 
he, as ahlieir to the Crown ofiVor- 
w^;', would reduce Feroe to obedience, 
but that he was difcomnted and forc'd 
to go out of the Country to feek the 
affiftance of his Sifter Chrifiim, and 
that his dcfign vanifhed by his death. 
H^rc isalfo fpoken of another uproar 
that happened for a good while fince,. 
_by fomc few that gathered themfelves 
together, and would poflefs them-; 
ft Ives of .i^frd*, putting to death all, 
thofe that would not be of their Fa- 
iTlion, which company they call to- 
this day the Flock men, from their 
thus flocking and being gathered tOi,c« 
thcr. The InhabitantsofFfroi? having 
thus continually, been,. as,w.cU freq: 

from. 
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from civil, as from foreign wars, ck- 
ccpt what oppreffion the Sea-robbers 
and thofe of their party did them ; 
they have daring their long tranquili- 
ty taken great care to cultivate the 
ground, having not only till'd, Plan- 
ted,aud built the places that are now 
inhabited, but other places befidcs, 
that are now left untill'd, and are fcl- 
dome renewed. 

They devide the ground which 
they till, into acres ; the acre being 
fubdivided into ells, fo that by an a- 
ere of ground is underftood 320 Ham- 
borough Ells four fquare •, whereunto 
belongeth alfo a part of the ground 
that is without the Inclofure ; yet 
-there is a great difference in the great- 
nefs of the divifions, though every a- 
cre of Land be reckoned for 3 20 eds. 
And the Acres confifting in that fort 
of meafure, the poor free-holders 
know to divide it after their deceaf- 
ed Parents in many fraall parts, name- 
ly> in 80,60,40,20, and 10 ells, and an 
acre of ground cofting^ according to 
the ancient price of Land, fixtecn 

Gyl- 
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Gylders of ftm, they call ufually 
fuch fmall parts a^Gylder, namely 80 
Elis about 4 Gylders, 40 Ells 2 Gyl- 
ders, andfo forth, till it comes to be 
fo littk-thatitamounteth but to five 
Skins of earth, which is Land for 10 
pence. This divifjon being very da- 
mageable to the Couutry, for it ma- 
kcth many poor people • they do not 
pW their ground, but dig it, ma. 
king deep furrows iaing the earth, 
which they drg out of them, on the 
ground clofe together, the dung be- 
ing laid under it before. Neither is 
each Field abov- 3 cl!s broad, ufual- 
ly with a ridge on the one fide, that 
water may always have its fail into 
the furrow, and continually flow a- 
way, there faihng here very much 
rain 5 afterwards they break the 
Earth that was laid over,with a fpade 
inftead of harrowing h ; and when 
they have fowed their Seed, they clap 
the earth over with flat pieces of 
Wood ; inftead of rowling it over. 
Sothatrhey have a great deal of la- 

bour 
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hour and pain in the Tillage of their 
ground, which cannot otherwife be,- 
becaufc of the Lands propnety. The 
grouno which they thus Till, they let 
reft 8 or lo years,for it will not bear 
fruit every year; but in the mean time 
it yields exceHent Grafs for Hay, 
which they only mow , and not 
that which growech in Moorifh 
grounds, as they do in other Coun- 
treys. 

As they have a great deal of la- 
bour in the Tillage of their ground, 
fo they have no lefs about theit 
Corn y for they cut it off with an 
ordinary Knife, and p uck every 
Ear from the Straw, drying them 
afterwards in a Kilne ; the Corn 
not coming here to perfe<fl Matu- 
rity. Afterwards, inftead of Thra- 
fhing, Women tread the Ears of 
Corn with their bare feet j all 
this labour about their Corn ta- 
king up a great deal of time al- 
moft unprofitably ; ^which might 
well be remedied,. but they are fa 

mind; 
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iTiinded in general, that they will 
not change their old cuftomes no 
more in this then in many other 

things* 
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CHAP. V. 

Of the Qualities ofjhe In- 
habitants, " 




T T IS fo ordered in nature, afas / 
J. that Tares will comtnonlv grow 
amongft Wheat. It is here even as 
m other places, where there are bad 
and good, and fince the bad ones csn- 
notbemuchpraifedfor their vertue, 
we will fpeak little of their vices, it 
oeing undecent to blame very much 
Jiim that cannot be praifcd. The du- 
ty ot a_ Chriftian being rather to cover 
his Neighbours faults under the Man- 
tle of charity. As for what concern- 
eth the good, though one might think 
other places, that thefe Iflands be- 
jng fo far remote, there fliould live in 
theraarudc and barbarous people j 

not- 
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notwithftanding one rr.i'y in truth 
write of them, that for tho Countrcys 
conveniency, they are not only un- 
derftanding people, and skiU'd in 
their Laws, but alfo much rfore civil 
then Peafants ufe to be in other 
part3 : who neverthelefs fee every day . 
more gentlenefs aniongft thofe that 
live in Towns, then this Country 
can afford. For they arc hun\ble in 
their Cenverfatipn, civilin their car- 
riage, and courteous in their fpeech; 
fpecially towards ftrangers, and thofe 
that arc better then thennfelves .- they 
are fsrviceable, obedient, willing, and 
liberal to their Magiftrates; and thofe 
of f fwff muft be praifed above many 
other Nations in this, that a ftranger 
travelling through the Land, not on- 
ly is well received by them, and trea- 
ted with the bcft they have, without 
paying any thing ; but alfo, when 
they depart, if the Hoft is able, are 
gratified with a prefent, and befides 
helpj?d with free carriage to the next 
habitation ; which happeueth here,be- 
caufc it is not fo ordinary ,for ftran- 
gers 
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to travel over the Land, as in other 
Coufltreyj ; for if it were fo, thev 
would be obliged to become of the 
farne mind ^s others. They are char- 
Jtable to the poor and needy, for there 
being here many that po&fs no lands, 
iiving only of their fi/hingj when they 
flieare Sheep in Summer, they go a- 
bout to beg wool, and they give them 
as they are able, yea fome more then, 
they are able, to their own damage :■ 
ror none would willingly have thcrc- 
putation of niggardnefs, whence it I 
comes, thatthe poor Countrymen of 1 
tfeeviiragcs live near as well, as thofe-' i 
that hve on the Kings Farms xfo that 
they are almoft all equally rich in \ 
mony J only the Farmer hath his ' 
Sheep and Cattle more then the other, 
and therefore here liveth generally a 
poor people, poor indeed in Gold,but 
nch in the grace of God. 

By reafon of fuch liberality and 
chanty, this people have defpifed ri- 
ches, and loved poverty ; very few 
having ever cared to lay afide any 
mony or other necefTaries againft a 

time 
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time of need, but the moft part have 
let every day provide for it felf, be- 
lieving that the fruit of a year would 
be the food of a year, whereby thac 
filthy vice covetoufncfs fiath during a 
long time been without habitation in 
Feroe \ but Chrift hiith nor m vain 
warned all true Ghjiftians. Lukezi. 
34. that th^Y towards the end of the 
World fhould not trouble their hearts 
with care for the maintenance of this 
Life, for he knew very well that a- 
varice would, about that time, get 
the upper hand amongft the children 
I of men. Wherefore fince it advan- 
ceth now towards the evening of chis 
World, yea that it is already come, 
avarice hath alfo crept fin amongft 
fome of our Chriftians of Feree. May 
bethey have had their informers^ buc 
as they are not generally covetous, 
neither is Theft known amongft them. 
The pooreft and ncedieft fort may in- 
deed commit lome falfehood and 
theft, but they fteal ufually what is 
good for food, to maintain themfclves 
in their poverty. But, ay for fGold 
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and Silver there is found in that a 
great faithfuloefs amongft them all; 
for if one of Feroe Cometh in an able 
mansKitchin, and findeth there Sil- 
ver, Pewter, and Horn Spoons, and 
harhamindto fteal, he'l let the Sil- 
ver Spoons alone, and will rather take 
thofe of Pewter or Horn ; hetaketh 
rather the Pewier Spoons, becaufehe 
can melt it and make thereof Ilet 
Rings for womens bodies, but dares 
not touch Silver or Gold, becaufe he 
knows not how to alter or chang^ i 
it. ^ ^ 

They are for the moft part enclined ; 

to fobriety, for they care not to con- 

feme the Beer which they buy ini 

btit keep it, to treat therewith a 

(Irange gueft, or to conifort their 

teachers, when they come tb vifite 

thcnri, by rcafon of their Calling .; 

but they do not ufeto nnakeany de- 

"bauch in drink amongft themfelves; 

except about Chriftmafs, and then 

here, as well as in other places, they 

chcar up themfelves with a joy fall 

and merry cup ; yet we cannot fay 

they 
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they :are all free horn drunkennefs 
witli Brandy, which is lately crept in- 
to Feroe^ but fpecially among the 
jefs underftanding, and thofe that 
have fcarec wherewith to pay. Their 
dayly dyet ismoderate jiid frugal! 5 
obfcrving always their forc-fithers 
manner. ojf catiag.wichout breadjbeer, 
or fait, thofe that have any poflefli* 
ohs, live according to the fcafons of 
the year upon Flelli,Milk, Fifh, and 
Gruel. They dry their flefh in the 
wind v^ithout Salt, as they doStock- 
fifn, hanging it in the Wind-houfe ; 
which is built in the following man- 
ner. There are half deals faftened on 
the fides, two fingers breadth ffom 
each other J that the air may the bet- 
ter blow through and dry the fifh and: 

^^^> ■■' .. ^^ ■ • ,: ;.. ;,J 

j rAsjiifh are dtycd iiithefe.hoafes,: 
without corruption, and are after- 
wards tranfported over into the far- 
theft pairt of the world J theydolikc* 
\fe.*feid«y lEkfh here widiout any JimH 
trcfa€Won , . thoitgh, the Inhabitants 
w'iH rather have ita^ little tainted,and) 

' • u T ' ' half 
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half rotten drycd, for particular ufe. 
They alfo fait a little, fome parcel of 
Flefti, and hang it afterwards to dry 5 
which being a year old, they cat as 
one eats fmoked meat, it is pretty 
favoury, but of a hard digeftion to 
hinnthat is notufed to it* They call 
that fort of dry'd flefli Skerfe. And 
Salt meat, faked SVerp. They kno^v 
not how, neither care they,jfor drcf- 
iing any particular diilicSj but perOft 
in their own fimpiicity, for they boil 
thcirdryedmeat in wa<ter, and put a 
little B:uley meal in the bro h, making 
of it a gruel which they call Suhh^ 
and this is their ordinary pott3ge,they 
dll the fat which comes from that 
hard dry'd llefh A-Jadibged,beca{i(e it 
betters the meat, and i;9ufeth the wa- 
ter and meat, when it is grown cold 
t<J Be like Peafe Porridge?, wherein 
they' pour a little Vinegar ; when the 
flefh fufliceth nor, they put fome pre- 
f€rved Talloxw iti ihe .water, where, 
with vhey'iaoile the Porridge inftead 
titbctrer.' Thie faid Rue-Tallftw is 
pr^l^rcd ias followeth, they put frcfli 

Tallow 



of the IfihditOftts, 2^$ 
TaHow, rowled in pieces, awhile to 
rot a little. Afterwards they cut it 
finall and melt it half, cafting it out 
afterwards in great pieces^ that weigh 
about a load or 36 pound, which pie- 
ces of Tallow they dig and put in 
moift earth to keep it, it growing the 
better the longer itiskept.and wheu 
Jt IS old and is cut, it taftech like old 
Ghcefc. They gather this fort of Tal- 
low every year, and u'-eit in meat in- 
flcad of Butter. The moft able Pea* 
fants have ever much endeavoured 
to brmg together a great .;quantity of 
that IzW^w^ fo that a Countryman 
had fometimes in the Tallow Dike 
( that is a place in the earth where it is 
Kept; above J c6 loads, and this hath 
always been lookt upon as the grcat- 
efl riches of Fproe. For when Sheep 
dye, fuch Tallow is very nccefiary in 
the Land, the longer it is kept being 
10 much the better, and forreign Py- 
rates having little defire to rob it 
from them. It may therefore not un- 
reafonably bctermeda hidden trea- 
fure which ruft di^fh no^ eonfume, nor 
If, "■ Thieves 
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Thieves Real away. The poorer fort 

that have not thisTalloW, ufc inftead 

of it Whales far, as is faid before. 

With that plain dyet the people of Fe- 

roe have lived from the beginning; and 

are forauch the more to be praifed 

for it, that they rather agree therein 

with the ancient fimpie frugality, then 

virith the delicate abundancy and cmi' 

ofity of thefc times, whereby almoft 

ail other Nations know nothing of 

their Prcdeceflburs courfe dyct, and 

it may be would not be able to endure 

it, byreafon of their natures delicate 

cuftomc. For what hath Daniel and 

his Comeradcs Porridge been 4)Ut a 

kind of meal broth wherewith they 

were dyeted in their Fathers Coun- 

trey, though they defcended from the 

rhoft honourable Families there ; 

whereby is alfo manifefted the plain 

dyet of the Ifraelites, what was the 

Greeks x^'^jw, and the Rowans Alica, 

whereof P/twy writeth, but as a meals 

broth, wherewith thefc two mighty 

jjnd renowned Nations did maintain 

thcmfdves in their firft fimplicity, 

though 
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though the manner of preparing it was 
different, whereof the Author alfo 
fpeaketh. And as long as thefe tw<S 
Potent Nations lived with that fru- 
gality, and were free from covetouf- 
nefs, they were invincible ; but as 
foon as they grew partakers of the 
j^ftans and Perjians riches and plea- 
fures, they partaked alfo of their ef- 
feminate courage, whence the faid 
P% doth not a little blame this their 
delicatenefe in comparifon of fhcif 
antient frugality ; thinking always on 
delicate Viands, fo that they loved 
better a Stork then a Crane ; where- 
fore Horatimjib. z.fd.z. is angry 
at them, and givesUhem this touch, 
writing of thera as followeth. 
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The Turbot in the VlmA's^ 'and the 
Stork in her Nefty 

Layfafe till Praetorius his pdate 
both ^pprefi-, 

Hiftorians are of opinion that Afillm 
Prater, fome others that SiwfromM 
P^rfwr took plea fure therein, and tfiat 
the Stork being efteemed facrcd a- 
mongft the Heathen, Semprenim was 
forced to lofe his life for it. This 
manner did fince cat it felf through 
Jtalj into Germany, and from thence 
was brought over into Denmark, in 
King Inges's time, whereof our Da- 
■ nifh Hiftorian fpeaks plainly. After 
which it hath from time to time To 
taken the upper hand, that fubjcfts 
will therein be equal to Kings and 
great Lords, between whom there 
o-ught neverthelefe to be as much dif- 
ference as between the -glory of King 
Solomon and his Subjefls. This fru- 
gality 
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gality of Feroe is not therefore pre- 
fer'd to our Damp) dyet ; but all Mc- 
dioctity in the fear o\ Godispraife 
worthy, and every thing whereuntoa 
man is accuftomcd is wholefomeft 
and more convenient for him: butin- 
temperancy is every Vi'herc worthy of 
blame. 

They arc prudent in their houfc- 
keeping, for they, according to the 
antient manner, give a certain porti- 
on or meafure of meat to every one 
of their people, every meal ; a man 
fcrvant having then twice as much as 
a Maid \ and as they have their mea- 
fure of meat; fothey deal alfo their 
work, for they weigh every morning 
to every Man and Maid as much 
Wool as they muft fpin and knit that 
day, that is to fay, two pounds of 
Wool to fpin 5 and two pounds fpun 
to knit thereof a pair of Stockings in 
a day, and when they have done,thcy 
weigh them again at night when they 
receive the work from them. The In- 
habitants have from antient time ob- 
fejved a Mediocrity in, and one fa- 
N 3 fhioQ 
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{hion of cloathes. The men drcfs 
themfclves in Flannel : thofe that arc 
able men putting on holydays, or 
when they go to market or other pub- 
lick meetings fine Flannel .- their Goats 
are (hort and wide, fo that they fly 
about them when they go. They, 
wcare feldomeany linnen, but wool- 
lea Shirts. Womens Clothes are 
made alike both for the rich and the 
poor, the Bodies and Petticoat being 
fowed together without any skirts ; 
their Petticoats are wrinkled in fmall 
folds, as mourning Mantles in other 
places, their cloathes in general be- 
ing of courfe Flannel ; but on Holy- 
days they have them of cloath, and 
love very particular colours in their 
cloaths, fpccially a dark blew, and 
fome red, their facings are Fringes at 
the end of their flceves, with 3 yards 
of black Velvet fowed on red cbth, 
having befides no other trimming on 
the whole fuit. They have great 
Stomachers before their Brcafts,which 
they endeavour much to adorn with 
filk Fringes above, and fome knots of 

Ribbon 
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Ribbon or Lace on the upper part of 
the Stomacher, they have a little ob- 
long & '^ourfquare Ornament of filver 
giU, with Buckles, whereon hang, 
fome Gilt gingling thin plates, fa- 
ftening it under their chin through the 
. Stomacher. The common and poor- 
er fort make alfo ufe of the like or- 
nament, but .of Copper \ they have 
all a Copper Girdle about their bo- 
dies. Maids going barehcad with 
their hair pleated in a plain manner •-, 
Married Women weare all red knit- 
ted caps without rolls ; they hide but 
fi half part of the head, being circle 
roui)d, arifing dire<ftly, as the bea^, 
like antient Bonnets, or Scotch capir. 
They are purpofely made in Hollaidt 
and are not much worn in other plat- 
ces. Their Shooes arc of Sheep skin^, 
but the men's of neats Leather tanti'd 
with the root of ToymentiU .5 they 
have but one fole, only a liitlefow**! 
together about the Tpes and Heels .* 
they faften them wiih Shooeftrings at 
the Heels, and tye it about the leg 
above the ankle. Their Bedding is 
N 4 even 
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€ven as plain, for they lie on nothing 
but Hay,with a piece of flannel fpread 
over it, - ■'-'■■-"•"''^' ---"v^J'^' ■'- ■.■ 

This ptople is rtotuh'fit'rdr Handi- 
crafts, for they fow their own clothes 
ihemfclves ; fome of them apply 
themfclves to build houfes, and to 
Joyncrswork: fome employ them- 
felves in building of Boats, framing 
veryhandfom, i'ighr, and convenient 
ones tofailvv^ith in thcfe dangerous 
Seas : fo that the Boats of Ntrwa^ 
are not comparable to thefe of Feroe: 
others exifrcife themfclves by theit 
own induftry in Smiths-work , nia. 
king all what can be defied of I- 
ron, . > ,: 

The wom^n'befidcs their courfe 
flannels, weave alfoa great deal of 
*ine bed-doth of feveral colours ; they 
knit aifo fine ftockings and woollen 
wafte-coats, though not ma'ny>hich 
in finen^fs do not come fcreHind ^he 
Englirti. They prepare theriTrTelves 
feveral colours, green, yelloW-,'aBa 
red ; the red is almoft chcfttiut c<i- 

cork col-our, 
which 



our, and they call it 
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which cannot be imitated in other 
places by Dyer<5. 

They are not inclined to any un- 
profitable paftimes, but delight them- 
felves moft in finging ofpfalms on holy 
dayi,exceptin their Weddings,and at 
Chriftmafs, that they recreate thenr- 
felves with a plain Dance, holding: 
one another by the hand, and finging 
iome old Champions Ballad : but they 
ufc not then to excrcife themfelves at 
any fcandalous play. 

Befides, at their vacant hours,thcy 
take great pleafurc to pl'ay at Chefs, 
wherein many are very expert, as weU 
women, as men. 

They are by nature fomething in. 
elin'd to Affronomy^ for they do not 
only know fome Stars, and take dili- 
gent notice of their courfe; fpecial- 
ly the Star Booetes , which they call 
the Star of the day; becaufc in the 
heart of Winter they know by its 
courfe in the morning, what a Clock 
it is, and how long it is til! day, tiiat 
they accordingly may row out on 
fidling, or begin fome other workat 
N 5 horn* J, 
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home ; they alfo underftand io fome 
manner the courfe of the Moon, that 
is, when it will be new Moon, though 
not by reafon of its motion, but by 
the increafmg and decreafing of the 
Sea; whic!' being governed by the 
Moon, they know by the ftreams al- 
tcrationj as the effc<n of it, on which 
day there is new Moon. When there 
is no Almanack brought into the 
Country, they undcrfl-and their cem- 
pHtum EccleJiaflicHnf, and can dircft 
the courfe of the year in the moveable 
and immovable Holy Days, without 
any fault or error. 

They fpeak the Language of Nor- 
l¥ay^ though in thefe times moft J>;j- 
xijhf having neverthekfs many Nor- 
Veay words. There is alfo a great dif- 
ference between the Northern Iflands 
Dialers, and thofe that live m th« 
Southern lOands. 

The Air being here, as was faid be- 
fore, pretty whoifoRie, and the Inha- 
bitants ufing always one diet : here 
are alfo ufually found very antient 
folks beyond Other places; fo that. 
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cor only they atwin to the highcft agC 
p/ffnafl., vi%&i^<^l BavU fpeaketh, 
nameiy,8o y§«irs, but many alfo reach 
to 99, anc^ ipo years of age andg. 
bove. . ,, ,/ 

There is a very remarkable Exam- 
ple of an old man of this Gountrey, 
that died not long fince , whofe name 
was Era[mHS:M0gnnffm\mn% in Ha- 
»vW Sound) in ihe Northern Iflands; 
who was AUgwHi Heimfotjs natural 
Son, of whom is fpoken before.. This. 
Erafmus was firil married with an 
old woman, with whom he lived ma- 
ny years, and beg()t no children of 
bcr. : 9t iaft his faid wife died, hp be- 
ing th^a about 09 years old ; defiring 
neverthcJcfs to J.cave an Heir of his 
bo.dy.> h^ i«^r,ri^ a young woman, of 
whop he begftts Children, and W3S. 
i 10 y«ars old when he died, his youn- 
geft Child beif^^even years qf age, 
Whjcji lie Ijegot when he was 103 
years oldi, That one might not think 
there might be fome fcandafous fuf- 
pitionin this, the woman wasanho- 
acft woman, and of good reputation, 
•■?' ' having, 
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having left a very good name after her 
d^ath: His eldeft Son doth now pof- 
fefs-hifc 'v,ivjTc-/feing a great and ftrong 
young -r-iV. -ibsv? many of the Land : 
I have known his Father in hisanti- 
cn't agf ; who was a ftrong and coura- 
geous man. This example is more 
admir^'^le than that of Jbraham,who 
thSug;!!: ftrnnge' in'tis time,' that he 
fHouM beget c-hildren being loo years 
old. As the rime for women to bear 
Children IS Vvttli known to all under- 
ftanciing men, fo Phyfifians and Pht- 
lofophers have defigned the natural 
age for a man to beget Children to be 
under 65 or at rrtoft 70 years ^ where» 
upon antient Hiftorians do remark, 33 
rare aud fbrange Examples, that fome 
men (as Alexander Majfer.f rait. Med. 
lib. 4. de fierilitatey writes^ have be- 
gotteti Children when they have been 
above'So yearis of agt > much ftran- 
ger, and more worth%riting, is this 
Example of one, that has begotten 
Children being above 100 years old, 
sad in this late and weak age of the 
world. , ~ '• - 4- V, ;iJ.: 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI.; 

OfthiPolicie. 

THe i>oIicie of this Country may 
be divided into three parts, 
namely, Acmdminiffration of Juftice^ 
Merchandise^ and providing for the 



I. 



Of the, Adm'miflriitiim of 
Jtiflke, 

The Reader may eafily perceive 
by the Hiftories related above, how 
this Country was govern'd-in the be- 
ginning, when the Com-mon wealth 
ikei;e(rfxoafift(:d ia -an Afiftochracy, 
"■'^''■- and 
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and was govern'd by principal men 
ar Chiefctains; as alfo in fome man- 
ner how, when the Country came un. 
dcr the Kings of Norway^ there were 
conftituted Bifhops end Sheriffs over 
the Nation, befidcs the Kings Bay [iff, 
that gathered Taxes and contributi- 
ons. ; ;.> ^ ^fy, - . 

Since tfiethne of RfeiFormation, wc 
know not that this land harh been re. 
duced to a government or Diftritfl, 
wherewith the King 'of Denmarkji 
Miniftfirs have been intrufted ; but 
their Majefties have ever had their 
own Bayhffs here, that have governr 
ed the Land and received tho Kings 
duties, which have been paid to them, . 
that either by gratification or con- 
iradjought tobavethe fame, till in 
our time, the high and mighty Prince, 
ourSoveraign and Hereditary Lord, 
Frederick.the III. of Glorious Mcmo- 
ty, hath therewith as with a Govertl- 
ment gratioufly gratified his Excel- 
ence, the Right Honourable Chrifto' 
fher von Cabd, his Majefties State- 
holder, £iivy CouDlclbur,, ^nd- iVf- 
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fcfior ill the Counfel of State ; not 
only with the receipt of the Revenues, 
and the jurifdjaion thereof, but alfo 
with the liberty of eftabliftiing and 
ordaining there his own BaylifFor De- 
puty, to difpofe and difpencc as he 
thought St in matters of Commerce y 
and his faid Excellency hath fincc 
that time kept his own BaylifFor De- 
puty over the land to adminifter in his 
place; having Sheriffs under him, for 
the Landis divided into fix divifwns 
or diftrids, namely, A^or^ifrof, Ofierge^ 
Stromoe. Wadgos, Saudee and Sudtroe. 
Which Sheriff, each in his divifibn 
doth judge of all fmall.caufes j but 
they fummon the others to the Sef- 
fipns : They receive the Kings Tythes, 
and put in execution what is defired 
of them by the Kings Commiflary ; 
Here are alfo befidcs, Spiritual and 
Temporal Judges. In the Ecekfia- 
ftical State, though here be no Bi- 
ihops, Canons or other learned men, 
that make up a Chapter, in other pla- 
ces, yet there is a Synod kept yearly, 
as a Convfni or Chapter of Priefls.- 

The 
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The Provoft, and all the Priefts 
Affemfaling themfelves at Thors haven 
in Stremoe about Saint Olatu Tide \ the 
Seflions being then alfo kept in the 
fame pkce:, and if there be any Chap- 
ter caufc,they'a?e pleaded and judged 
in the Aflemblyj wherein the Bayliff 
of the Land prefides in the pJace of 
the Governour ; and there is alfo con- 
fultcd what may be for the advaa* 
rage of the Commonalty. 

The Temporal Juftice is twofold, 
particular and general ; The particu- 
\zr is yearly rendred in every divifion, 
and it is the fame thing as the Diftrifls 
court or firft inftancein Deumark^and 
is called the Spring Seffions, for there 
being not fo many controverfies a- 
mongft the Inhabitants here, as in o- 
ther places, it is kept but once a year, 
namely) in the Spring, whence it hath 
thcnameofSpring-Seffion ; where it 
is the charge of the Sheriff to prcGde, 
and of the Sworn Recorder to jndgej 
what caufes they cannot decide, or 
do it wrongfully, are appealed of to 
she law-feffions, Which is the general 

Courts 
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Court, and is as the Provincial in 
Dwwi^yJt, where his Majcfties Bayliff 
doth prefide, and hath with him ail 
the fix Sheriffs, who, one after ano- 
ther exhibitc to the Court what Law 
Suits they have, cither regarding his 
Ma-jefty or Private Perfons. The Pro. 
vincial Judge giveth the fentencc, ha- 
ving under hjin ;36 men eftablillied by 
Law, fix for every divifion,"and the 
fworn Recorder, that Regiftreth what 
is done and judged, as long as the 
Court is kept \ all the Clergy being 
there alfo, the Service of God is ce- 
lebrated every day in the forenoon, 
wich Preaching and Singing in the 
Church ; and in the afternoon, when 
the Dell rings, the Court is kept. The 
firft day they fir, al! the Priefts are 
called together, and when the Court 
is Tate, there is only confidered that 
day of what concerns the comaioti 
good In general ^ and all caufes and 
other controverfics being the other 
days brought to an end, and the 
'Court being then ready to be dif- 
'foJv'dj the Clergy is called again into 
— •'"- the 



i 



2^2 Of the Policie. 

the Court, to know if any general 
matter is yet to be confidered of, and 
when all things are come to an end, 
the Provoft of the Churches doth de- 
clare on which day St. Michael's days 
of Prayers begin to be obferv'd, as 
alfo if there be any other particular 
day of prayers appointed by his Ma- 
jefty, as alfo what fpace there is be- 
tween Chrijlmat and Shrovetide. Af- 
tcr all this the^ Provincial Judge a- 
rifcth and difmifleth the Court, pro- 
nouncing peace upon all ihero that 
go from the Court to their houfes ; 
declaring alfo a peaceable poiTeffion 
of all proprieties and freeholds in the 
Land, promifing our Gracious Lord 
and King Tribute as antiently ; and 
then for a fignof confent, every bo- 
by that is prefent, clap their hands, 
the Bell being afterwards rung, that 
every body may know the Court is 
difTolv'd. The fame day in the even- 
ing, both Ecclefiaftical and Civil, ga- 
ther themfclves in the Seffions-houfe, 
to Feaft and be merry together, where 
according to an antienc cuftomc they 

drink 
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drink the healths of his Majefty, of the 
Queen, and of the Prince, the Coun- 
fcls, their Governours, and other 
principal healths, with the following 
particular Ceremony and Speech. 
Firftoneof the eldeft Priefts begins a 
verfe of a Pfalm, which they fingout 
together, after which the fame Pricft 
alone fings it in Latinc, according to 
the antient manner, and the guefts 
anfwcr, finging in Latine as follow- 
cth. 

The Pricft fmgs. 



2. OmnU SperitfU, 

2. Benedicamtu Dtmim}, 

3. Benedicfte, 

The people anfvvers, 

I. Landet Dominnm^ 
.2. Vio gratias^ 
3. Domino. 

Afterwards the Elder of the coni- 
piany arifeth and mentions the health 

that 
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that is to be drunk with thcfollowing 
Speech, which being old Language 
and very remarkable, jthe Interpreter 
hath thought fit to put it here both in 
Danfjhand EngUjh. 



<^m tiere meD bo? aircr* 
naautgQe ^tnt oc mon* 
ntng,#?eCtim oc^lerctuw, 
jdetguw oc]iert)mix, iQim 
JSlelTen^^ang oc fattffijer 
f oimaale, ftaaOe i^tt oc 

l^eDetligt J3@mtie teg^nDt, 
font er ioj^ allernaaDigfie 
l^etrtgf oc moitnittg^, ^c. 
^ttil!e %ttt faa fa?e meD 
famme ^^iiTDe , lorn , Det 
Commet oc feDer allttmgO' 
Hum Q^annwittj teei: ftul* 
Itim ^elle atimumte,ti?tcte, 
gto?e Ml. oc icte hinu oem 
fom ftteiTcte, fojt e«D tjeter 

air^ 
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affD?ttcte« new ttal t»eere, 
(I5«D fteria, font weett d?p 
ctet oc winnfi cparer, ^eei 
fiet er :i5illie mi« "^txtt 
mongig{ : at 35tipen. %oq> 
Uen }tatigwmD, ^^efier, 
flDlDermenD , mu?^yMtZy 

^eime*menD, ilwllc alle ije* 
re ^wD oc fcelComweue* 



Thus Englifljecl. 



X- 



God be vetih our mofi Gracious 
Lord and King^ Priejls and Clerks j 
Lafes and Learned, for his hkf- 
fed fake and fair prornife nove and 
for ever. Here is begun an hc~ 
nouraile healthy -which is that of 
our mosi 'Gracio'M Lord and Kin{f^ 
8cp. one maft proceed as far with 
the [aid healthy as [uits and he- 
comes every good ntan^ every vne 

mull 
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mufi hrtng it to his mouthy drink ^ 
fledge^ iind not give it ngnift to 
him that plsy tiu it be drunk ofit'^ 
he jhall hebefi beloved of Gvd that 
drinketh moll and fpitreth /?^//, 
heboid \ it is the will of the King 
mj Mafier, that the Bilhop^ the 
Bayli^^ the Provincial Judge ^the 
Aldermen the Brothers mi Si- 
flers of the Feafl, the Gitefts and 
Hojts jhould be all welcome^ there- 
upon they all arife and drink the 
health of one another. 




This ceremony is ufed at every re- 
markaWc health that is drunk; when 
every one is fatisfied with drink, they 
return to their Lodgings, and the next 
day to their houfes, not feeing one a- 
nother together again, til! the fame 
time the next year. 

They have no particular law as in 
l^Und^ but govern themfclves after 
the law of JSl:oriivay. 

Thofe 
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Thpfe of Feroe have a particular 
Law, that determines how one muft 
deal with fhcep, called Soid-Brevet, 
or SheepOrdinance ; and having 
made feme mention of it above, to 
theHiftories better explanation^ for 
rhe fatisfadion of the curious Rea- 
der, and profit of the Inhabitants, I 
have thought fit to infert here the'faid 
Ordsnancc, word by word, which is 
thus : 

CHriftian /^« Fourth, bjthe Grace 
of God, King of DcHtnark and 
Norway, of the Vandals <j»^Gothes, 
X>»<£o/Slerwig, Holftein, Stormarn 
md D y tmersk. Count of Oldenburgh 
a;id Delmanhorft, e^c. Be it kpawn 
mto a/l men. That whereas manjefeur 
Moved Subjiai of our Land of Feroe, 
kave huwhlj defired that m would gra- 
ciohfy confirm and ratifie unto them art 
Ordinance concerning their Jheep, which 
the late King of Hoxw^y g^e them, thr 
tenor of which is word for ward as fot- 
Imeth I ■*: 



Ha- 
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HAgen, hy the GrAte of God, Dnkt 
■ of Norway, Son to Kin£ Mag', 
tius Crowned, fends all men that jhall fit 
or hear this Patent, the blejftng of God^ 
and alfo our fpiritual and dear friend 
Me. Eliender BiJhofofFcroe, and Air, 
Sifvort Provincial Judge of Hetland, 
which we have ftnt pu to end the C««- 
troiierfe amongft thecommonaltj, about 
the Points which they wanted in the Or- 
dinancefor profitable Hentskeepiffg, and 
therefore , we have let fiitcb together 
theje fonr leaves voncermng the J^dr, 
and the Sheep hujinep, which we have- 
with the coanjel of our Principal men 
prepared, as we know jhall be rnofiprof- . 
table for the Commonalty . 

But for the Ordinance of Chrifiiani^ 
ty, we cannot for the prefent alter it, but 
it ntufi remain as our Lord and Father, 
the Crowned caufed it to be colldied, anA, 
delivered it in the hands of Mr. Ellen- 
def the Bijhop, as the Cenntrj Records 
themfelves do manifefl. It is. our abfc- 
iHte Command and true will, that every 
onat do exa^ly and well ebferve this, Or^ 

diname 
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dimnce jihoM (keep , that mither w, 
noroHrSpiCcejfcrs, come in difrefpeO: for 
«; tfU With the comfd ofoHrprinci. 
fawen VIC maks another Ordiname. 
vphfch God grant may he for the befi al 
vantAge of the Commonalty. In •ptitneft 
thereof m have feakdthis Ordinanct. 
G,venwQpi\o on Saturday next afier 
St John smeUaJtpafi,from thekonr 
ofUns Chnfls birth, One Thonfand 
md Forty Winters, that is in the year 
1040. and of our Dnkedom the 19th. 
Lord Achis r^^ Chancellor fealed, Sr. 
Theytcr dilated this Law ^ and Baar- 
du • Petcrfon the Notary mit the Pa^ 
tent. 



ARTICLE I. 

To kpotv Sheep. 

IX^E have been informed of a bad 
^ cuftom, that hath been in the 
Land more than it (hould, about 
flieep; neither ought we to havefuf- 
feredit ^o^ but rather let every one 
bcconrenred with bis own, as^t be- 
O longeth 
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longeth to him, according to Law i 
Kow it is fd, that if two mcir or more 
have (he«p \i\ one clofe, and born wiii 
kill their fticcp, each. taketii what h^ 
caq get that is not marked, with dogs 
<tX othcrwife, whether it be Iamb or 
^dtheep, and whether \x belong to 
biiti or no ; now of -this it fcemeth 
untousajid other good men, that k 
ought not to be fo; and that nothing 
tinliwful be begun in the Land, we 
therefore make this Ordinance there- 
upon. That if any will take out hit 
lan:>bs and old fheep^ that are un- 
marJi'd , he muft produec two im- 
partial witneffes, that they are his 
Ihcep , and that they know their 
dam ; if he wants fuch witneffes, let 
him be as ov/ning nothing thereioi 



II. 



anOThM 



Kow if a fnafl gioeth rjttd an^ 
Jftan's field or clofe, aad drives- away 
his fheep to his damage, fo that it bB 
Worth half a markjche rtiuft anf«^ 
the full price to hrha that owneth^thc 

clofe. 
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clofe, as he is able, and to the King 
half a mark of fiver, and reftorc the 
iiieep as good as they wcrej and if a 
man accufeth another that he hath 
been in his clofe or field, and done 
mm damage, let him pay the damage 
if there be witnefTes, according to 
the Sentence of lawful Judges or 
deny it by lawful Oath, which 6un. 
derftanding men fhall declare oood ; 
and let thofe to whom the fhcep and 
clofe belongeth be warned and fum- 
moned three days before to the com- 
mon pound , that is the iaclofurc 
whcrem they ufe to drive their (heep ; 
let him j that doth not appear lofe hi* 
eaufe, and be fin'd to the King two 
Ortes of filverj now let every mafi 
know, that if any own clofe. and 
iheep together, they muft not have 
morcdogs than honeft men will judge 
fit; and if no dogs are agreed upon, 
let them be for their equal advan- 
tage; 
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III. 

Of putting off Sheef that feed 

unlaw fnllj. 

Item, If the fields arefcituatcd to- 
gether, and two men have each their 
clofe or fields , and ftieep goc from 
the ones clofeinto the others, being 
wont thereunto , and going therem 
always i and he that owneth the dofc 
will not fuffer it, but fpeaks about if, 
he that owneth the fheep muft take 
them out, and carry them all into his 
ownclofe; but if the fame (hccprun 
into the fame clofe a fecond and third 
time, thofe (heep (hall belong no 
more to him that owneth themi 
except he that owneth the clofe 
will let out rhe field , whereupon 
the {beep feed for a Gilder ; but 
if he will take no hire, he that own- 
eth the (heep may proffer to fell him 
half part of them ; and if he will nei- 
ther buy them, nor let out his ground, 
let him that owneth the fliecp, take 
them out at hisconvencic withmthc 

fpart. 
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fpace of twelve months j but if he 
that ownech the fheep will not profFci; 
any hire, nor fell the half flock to him 
that owneth the clofc, let him forfeit 
his flock : which men fhould drive in- 
to the pound where they feed, and 
each hold the pound open according 
as he hath part in the fheep v If it be 
done otherwife, let them be fined 3 
Ortes of filver to the King, and dam- 
age paid to him that receiveth dam- 
age, according to the Lav^'. Ifmea 
are together in a common pound(that 
is the inclofure, wherein they drive 
fheep together) let each one mark his 
lambs according as the dam belong- 
eth to him, and look how many there 
be, that have two lambs ^ and if there 
be any ftrange fheep in that pound, 
the fhepherds muft take notice how 
many have lambs, and mark the 
lambs of everyone, as many as have 
lambs and are not gelded \ but if any 
mark fheep falfe, let him have his 
fheep that owneth it, when it is well 
known, or the equivalent; forhcfor- 
O 3 fciis- 
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feits nothing, that markcth amifs ia 
the fame pound. 

I V. 




Of wildjheep. 

litm, If men own wild fliecp to- 
gether in one clofe, and fome wilt 
make their fhcep tame , and others 
will not ; let them chufe that will 
have their fhcep tame,and bid a price 
to the refl, that will play for them 
both, and let him rule his fhcep that 
own eth tame fhcep, and if there com- 
eth wild araongft them, Jet him hin- 
der it, and not let wild fliecp come a • 
mongfl the tame j but if he flips wild 
Iheep amongfl the others tame ones, 
let him therefore undergo the Law; 
and pay the Adverlaries fine accord- 
ing to Law, and 3 Ortes of filverto 
the King, and then let every one 
make tarae his flieep, which are left 
in the clofe. 



// 



of the Polit^e, ipj 



I V <*"J ioftf' *l<^ *»' another warn 
' Clofe. 

If any man goeth ina clofe with- 
out fending word or warning him, 
that hath; Sheep in the fame Clofe, 

tl and marks the Sheep or Lambs of any, 
I putting his mark upon them that were 
i- not marked before, without telling 
the owner of it ; he hath marked in 
fecret t Therefore let him pay to hiiB 
thatiowneth according to fentence 
and to' the King 3 Ortcs of Silver, if 
it be worth Ortcs, but if it be lefs, let 
him be declared a diftioneft man. 
Furthermore, if he marketh Sheep 
that were marked before, and puts 
hii mark upon the mark of him that 
owBCththem. then he is a Thief. 
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^§6 Of the Politie: 

VI. 
I 

Of Dogs. 

, If any man taketh along with him 
in the Fields or Cfofes any Dog that 
bites other mens Sheep, let him give 
the owner as good Sheep again, ; but 
if he biteth oftncr, let him pay as. if 
he had killed itj but ifthe Dogs, that 
are confenced tOjindamage any Sheep, 
let the man whom the Dog foliowcth, 
give as good Sheep. again, and: have 
afterwards a good care ; of his Dogi 
They are pernicious Dogs that bite 
Sheep morethen once, and fomc go 
put ofthemfelves to kill Sheep; there 
ought to be as many flieep in a Ciofc 
as there hath been formerly, except 
one can fee that the Clofe can feed 
more ; then let as many be put ia 
as will be agreed upon, and no more 
ifl each Field, neither Sheep nor Kine, 
then one knoweth to be juft, and 
feecp them in ones own Clofe, and 
notin another mans, oranfwerfor it 
according to Law. VII. Of 
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VII. 

Of InterdiSiion concerning: 
Sheep. 

If a man lets his Sheep EeediOt 
gro'A in another mans Clofe or Field,, 
and will not c°-''>., though he that 
owncth. the clofe will not fufFer it 5- 
the Ovvner muft make Hhterdidion 
thereupon. Whereof the firft forbid- 
ding muft be fiom St. OUm- week, 
tiWSt.^rJrevfsdiy; and if the Sheep 
be nottuen tiken outof forfeiture,the 
proprietary thereof (hall have a third 
part in the faid Sheep, The fccond 
Interdidion is from St. j^ndrsws day 
till Letit ; if the Sheep be not then 
taken out of forfeiture, the proprieta- 
ry of the eicfe is then to have two 
parts in the ftid Sheep. The third 
interdiQion is from Lent to St. OlaM 
week ; if the Sheep be not then taken . 
out of forfeiture, let the proptictary 
of the Clofe keep all the Sheep, ex- 
cept there hath been great diftrc/s, 
OS ^0- 
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fo that he could not take out his 
Sheep, though he would, yet in that 
i ji cafe the proprietary of the Cleft fhall 

be paid fdr ir. That Sheep is clofe 
faft where fhe brings a Lamb, and 
continueth the Winter over. 




VIII. 

How one mnfl goe into 
a Clofe. 

If the Clofes or Fields are [lying 
together, and the ones Sheep go into 
the others Clofe, let him that will go 
■to divide the Fields, warn the other 
to meet him, or go together with him, 
following fo together; if the one will 
not come or go, let him that warned 
him, go into his own 'clofe, and not 
in the others ; but if he goeth to 
divide Fields, and in anothers Clofe, 
lethimanfwcr the other in Law for 
it, as if he had not warned him. But 
if he hath not given him warning and 
goeth neverthelefs, let him anfwer in 
Law the other that was at home, 

fince 
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fmce he doeth him wrong, and pay 
ali the damage that is done that day, 
by reafon of his going, as alfo the ad- 
verts ics Mul<S, and 3 Ortesof Sil*^ 
ver to the King. 

IX. 

Herv to tante Sheifl ' 

Ifany have a Clofe or Field toge- 
ther, wherein are wild Sheep, and 
fomewill make the Sheep tame, and 
ethers will not, let them chufe that 
will tame the Sheep, and will bargain 
for his Cattle, and not they that will: 
play for them both, or^let thofe that 
will not make tame bear all the da- 
mage that can come thereof, except 
there hath been great calamityj 

Therefore we haveconfented and 
ordered that the ordinance above 
written, in all its points and articles, 
fhall be ratified and confirmed •, for- 
bidding all and every one to hinder or 
Obftfulliin any manner therein, the- 
faid Inhabitams vfferef} Under paia . 

'. "' . of 
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of our difpleafurc. Given in our Pa<. 

lace of ^fiderfkouf the 24 ©f Febrmrj, 

The Reader may take r^otfee of the 
fault that is founc( in the date <of this 
Sheep Ordinance in our 4th. Chapter^ 
there feems alfo tobe a great errour 
in the 5th. article, where it is faid, 
that he flvall be declared a diflioneft 
man, that markcth Sheep lefs worth 
tiren an Orcc. For one would think, 
according; to the La-w of Nature he 
ought to be a diftoneft man, that 
markcth Sheep worth more theoan 
Orte J for the greater a- fault is, fo 
much the greater ought to be the pu- 
»i(hmcnt J but this errour is p-oceed- 
ed from the long kept Sheep Ordi- 
nance in writing, that was put out in 
Print, without being altered. 

Concerning Mulds or Fines, they 
ate much greater in regard of the 
worth ia Perosy then in other Coun- 
treys or Provinces lying under the 
Crowns of Denmark^ and Normj, 
the hi^heft Muld in the law of Den- 
«M?fibeing but 40. marks ; Kin^ Ha.- 
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gmHagenfonoi iVow^yr, mitigated his 
Law aiTd gave away the two parts 
of thefe 40 mark&i whence it comes 
that ti.e grcateft Muia, namely, 8 
Ortcs and 1 3 marks, in the Law of 
Norway, is but a third part of 40 
Marks. A Marks Mulrt in Denmark 
IS expounded in the Bani^ Law- 
Gloffary for- a Rix-mark, but the 
Honourable Jens Bielke, in the txpli- 
cation of the Gloffery of Norveaj 
eounteth 8 Ortugs and 13 marks of 
Silver to be worth 8 Rix Dollars, yet 
m Feroe Qwii fin'd for a mark of fil- 
ver 2 Gilders and 8 Skins, which ma. 
keth 2 Rix-DoUars, and for 8 Ortugs 
i6Skms3thatis,4 Danidi marks ; fo 
that one gives in Muia for 8. Ortugs 
and 13 marks of Silver, 32 Gilders of 
Beroe, amounting in mony t0 2.6 Rix- 
Dollars and 4 marks. Neither doth 
any body know whence k comes, that 
the worth of thofe Mulds is rifenfo 
high m Feroe, above what it is in 
^orwaj.; fincethcy enjoy a common 
Law, chat hath been mitigated by the 
Supream Magiftratie.iiffli on the" q- 
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ther fide there is found no particu- 
lar ordinance of any King for aug* 
menting the faid Mulfts. Whether 
this be the juft worth of an antient 
mark of lilver, I leave to more skit 
ful perfons to judge. 





n. 

of Merchandife. 

One may perceive by the Chroni- 
cle of Norvfdjy as is faid before in the 
Hiftory of Trmct of Gete^ that the 
Inhabitants from the beginning have 
had Yatchts and fmall Barks, where- 
with they have themfdves tranfpor- 
ted their Wares into other places, 
and there put them ofFj neither is it 
long ago, as many old people cdn wit- 
nefs, that the Inhabitants had yet 
Ships wherewith they brought them* 
feives over their neceffaries from o- 
therCountreys ; f9t which there arc- 
yet, found privjkdges given tHcmby- 
■•'■• King 
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K\ti% Frederick, the Second of Glori- 
ous Memory ; but thofe, that bad 
procured them , having no skill hi 
Merchandife, and the Commonalty 
not being provided with what they 
had need of, and noftrangcr furnifh- 
ing the Countrcy with neceffary 
things, the faid King Frederick was 
grac.oufly pleafed to cftablifh and 
conhrm a certain Company that 
iliouldfurnifli the Country with all 
Merchandifes, and that the Inhabi- 
tants fhould only trade with the Mer- 
chants thereof. 

The old people of the land fay, 
that the Hamburgersha^vft firft by Pri- 
viledge from the King, had their Sta- 
ple m Feroe. After them the Burgers 
ot Ber_gen have had a priviledged 
commercethere; fincethat time the 
i'nvUedgc thereof was granted the 
aatient Company of 7/«»rfeftabIi(hed 
at Copnhagen^ which beipg diflblv'd 
HI tneyear 1662. his Excellency, the 
Right Honorable the Lord Stathdder 
Chrtjtopher wn GabeU,hy vertue of the 
Authority granted him over the Coun- 
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try, tranfported that Commerce to 
Mr. }0nas Trellnnd^ of whom the 
traffick hath ahiioft ever fince de- 
pended. And that Commerce mg'nt 
might be the better improv'd, and the 
poor people provided with ail ncce0a. 
ry things, King Chrifiian iuc Fourth 
ot'Giorious Memory, wasgracioufly 
pleafed to grant the Company cer- 
tain Priviicdges upon all Mcrchandi- 
fes, tranTported to,, and tranfported 
{torn JJlafid and Feroe, granting therii 
.befides the Revenue of Feroe^ for a 
moderate price, namely a load of fifh 
for every gilder of Feroe, and befides 
obliged thera totranfport allneceffa' 
rics thither, and reciprocally forbad 
the Inhabitants to traffick with ftran- 
gers. The Pricfts , and all Officers 
under pain of lofing. their employ- 
ments, and-the Peafantsof forfeiting 
their hoofes. And that this Monopo- 
ly might not be prejudicial to the In- 
habitants , there was a certain Tax 
laid upon all Merchandife ufually 
brought hither , and fold,, namely a 
Tun of Barley for two Gilders,, of 

Malt 

i 
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Malt 3 Gilders, of Rye 2 Gi!dcts and 
a half, of Meal 3 Gilders ; arid in that 
manner all Merchandtfes that %it. 
tranfp'orte'd hither have their certain 
price. ■-'■•- 

And here being notraffick withfil- 
vermony, but all Trade being Ware 
for WarCj there is alfo a certain price 
put upon the Commodities of Ferot, 
as are Skins, Feathers, Tallow, Train- 
.OyI,Fi(h,and StockingSjWz:. a Bundle 
of Skins Gonfifting of4o,for2 GilJ- 
ers a Load of Feathers and fifli for a 
Gilder 5 a Tan of Tallow and Butter 
1 a/ Gilders j a Tun of Trane^Oyl 6 
Gilders ^ a pair of Stockings 4 Skins ; 
formerly Wool was fold inftead of 
Stockings, few of thera being made 
here, though the price of thofe that 
were made, was 5 Skins. But fifhing 
having icominually failed for 50 years 
fince, the I-nhafeitants have been for- 
ced to work the wool into ftockings, 
and inftead that only fomc hundred 
pairs of ftockings were then every 
year trarifported out of the Country, 
there are now,and carried out yearly 

above 
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abo_vc 60000 pairs, when itpleafeth 
God to preferve their fteep, by giving 
a mild Winter. * 

. The Wares that are cither fold or 
exchanged here are reduced into mo- 
ny ot Feroe, namely Skins and Gil- 
ders: a Skin is as much as ^Dxni^k 
Shdlmgs; To that a -Sheepskin or 4 
Marksof fi{hdothcoftoncskin:a 
gilder IS as much as 5 Dani^ Marks, 

n?,t".?°^^'P'^^"^> «' ^ 'oad of fift 
raaketh adder; a load is y6 pounds 
or t^J^Ltspunds and four finglc 
pounds ; fo that though two finglc 
pouflds, or 4 Marks make but one 
Skin, and 36 fingfe pounds are real- 
ty but eighteen skins , the load nei 

rf/h •'^V"''^'"S *° "^^ old Tax, 
ei herinfiOiorother wares, that arc 
fold by the Load, is worth a Gilder: 
andthoughtheLawof iV«.„4; or' 
dcreth that the Ell of ^./W, and the 
the 1 un of Coftnhagen fhall be made 
ufe of al over Nomaj, they ufe here 
nevcrthelefs from anticnt time, the 
i^^yo\ H^rnboYOH^U, and the Tun of 
^ofto.i'^ which by an old cuftom is 

(ha- 
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fhaken three times. It may be the 
Germansy who had the firft Privilcdg* 
of Commerce , have brought tbefie 
meafures iuto Tcroe^ where they have 
remained ever fincc. 

Betides this, the Inhabitants have 
a particular greater price of things a- 
mongft themfelves, which is called a 
Mark of f<fr<«, that is worth 16 Gil- 
ders, or currant Dollars. They call 
it a Mark, becaufe a Mark of ground 
in Feree by the antient Tax is reckon- 
ed for 16 Gilders of Teroe. The In- 
habitants pay alfo their Rents to his 
Majefty in the Rent-chamber,accord- 
ing to the TaK aforetaid 5 yet his Ma- 
jefttcs Bayliff takech one skin more in 
the Load of his Majefties Revenue, 
which the late Provincial Judge 7<»- 
nas Heinefon^ granted his Brother 
Magnus Heine for* , who then received 
and tranfporced away his Ma- 
jefties Revenue ; may be , left he 
fhould come {kort upon the Mcr- 
chandifes;" for the great Leakage 
there is on Butter and Tallow; whence 
it is fincc come into perpetual cu- 

ftom 
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ftom; and whereas all his Majeftieg 
Tenants have in their houfes the Kings 
Inventory, confifting principally in 
fiiccp and Kine, which is called the 
Kings FmniiHrs^ they give therefore 
to his Majefty befides their Rents, a 
a yearly Revenue; namely for every 
flieep^a fheepskin, or the worth ja 
Tallow, and for every Cow a load of 
'.Butter for every Mark of ground, 
where there is no Kine, ten skins in 
other Wares ; and fome Countrymen 
having 3 or 400 and above of Furni- 
ture fheep ; it is too difficult for them 
to pay all in fhecpskins ; wherefore 
they lay down the half part in skins, 
and the other half in tallow ; and 
whereas a skin, or 4 Marks of Tal> 
low, are worth a skin and a half, and 
a Tun of Tallow 10 Gilders; the Tun 
of Tallow IS taken by the weight, • 
f«^. when it wcigheth 6 loads and % 
Bifmar-pounds ; which weight a Tun 
of Eutter ought alfo to weigh, fmcc 
fikewife it is worth 10. Gilders of /"«- 
roe- 
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III. 

0/ frovidifig for the Poer. 

Befides the portion which poor, in- 
digent, old, and helplefs men have of 
the4^part of Tythes, every one in 
his place ; the able Inhabitants affift 
them according to their power; but 
befides thcfc, here are alfo found poof 
leprous men, with whom one cannot 
converfc, by reafon that ficknefs is 
infe<!^ioi3s j wherefore deceafed Chri- 
ftian Kings have founded a particular 
place called ^r£e, ntat Thors kive»y 
whereunto bclongeth 4 Marks of 
ground, to feed their Cattle upon, 
and befides have gratioufly perpctua. 
ted 1 00 Gilders of fr 01? that are paid 
by hisMajefticsBaylitF. The infedl- 
ed arc brought and kept there, both 
by thcfaid Annuity of the K.ing, a^ 
alfo by what the Inhabitants, out of 
Charity, give thereunto ^ as, alfo what 
can be brought in by their particular, 
diligence J wherewith they, are now 

fo 
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fo plentifully maintain'd ■, that almoft 

as many may be entertained therCj 

as are infe<led 9 whereas before there 

were yearly but 12 perfons admitted 

therein. 

The '.vord of God is breached aftto 
rhem,3nd the Sacraments adminiftred 
by the Parifli Prieft of thori haven, 
when they fend him word, thfcy have 
their own infpedor, that takes care 
for the Tilling of the Manner, pro- 
vides the fick what they have need 
of, and travels yearly through the 
Land, to gather for the Hofpital what 
charitable peoj^le do freely give the 
p6oh His Sallary to maintain him* 
fcif arid his fervants, is the third pait- 
of the kings annuity, and what elfii ' 
is gathered roiind about in the Coun- 
try., •■ 

', As fot tcprofie it felf, I v;ould 
hat omit j f6r the Readers fake ^ 
to 'mention fomething >of its na^ 
ture. 

^^JPhyficians write, that there ^rc 
^ite. ?a nfc of Il.cprofies,nameIy,7)rfcii 
frdrn tiie ScrpthtTjrm 1 In thi*. Le^ 

pro fie 
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profie the Patients skin is fofr and 
fametimes falleth off in fheHs, and 
they, have many fpors and white 
Wanes thereon. The fecond is cal- 
led Alopfia,h^ reafon the hairs fall olR 
asthofe of a Fox; he that is infedlcd 
With this Leprofie hath a red face 
artd his Beard and £ye-brbws faH 
oft' -i'- -^Jir;', >::!:/■ . ;/; 

The third forf is ealicd Mlephantid^ 
p, from the Elephant, to whom they 
become hke on their skin, the body 
and face of him that is infeaed with 
this Difeafc is fufl of knobs. The 
teprofic wherewith they arc troub- 
led (n this Country,is ufilally Eltfhan. 
mfis'.iox the face and hmbs of almoft 
ail fhe .nfeded afc full of blew knobs 
that break fometimes out, as bovls* 
Whtfreby they look very deforiH-\| fa 
thfc'facfe; being bcfides, all Hbirfe 
and (peaking through their N^fes, th^ 
fieknefs taketh them moft in th^ 
Spring and in Autumn, and then ma- 
S.tf ^^/"?. '^Ve thereof- I fiftd, thtf 
wafe iiSmiS UpxCiSyt .to -fee. tht laii 
aaddfea } Jferw Hfeftid«bo*^ifitfr« 
' ^ is 
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is ufually a pretty cold and moift 
air, which ufually caufeth the Scurvy 
to thofc that lead a folitary !ifc,and 
this hath a great affinity with Lepro- 
,fy. Befides the meat of alk fpcci« 
ally of the poorer fort, is half rotten 
flefhor fidi all their nourifliment in 
Sun:;|ai€r being likewife frefh fifh and 
fweet Milk, without any Salt ; whcr » 
fore he that is not hi a ftrong and 
good complexion, may eafijy have- 
his blood corrupted , the Ccknefs 
gnawing then itfelf throughthebody, 
before it breaketh out, and when a- 
ny one is fo jinfeiiled he may eafily 
give it to another, that Is of the fame 
complexion with the fick. Now that 
Difeafe a^ing a great while in a 
man-, before it breaketh out, it hap- 
pcncththat many that think they be 
clean on, both fides, do marry togc* 
ther^ and yet afterwards the one is 
found tobcinfeded. God and na»- 
ture deals wonderfully with fuch 
people in their matriage, for amongft 
the children they beget, fomc flfiW 
and fomc unclean^ X have 3 t^vtin 

■ pics 
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pks in my Parifh of Women that 
have been unclean, andihave broughe 
forth many Children, whereof moft 
arc married, none of them being yet 
found to be unclean ; wherefore the 
Inhabitants take but little care in theic 
woing, whether their Parents have 
been dean or no. I have aifo an ex- 
ample, that the Father hath beenun^- 
clean, and yet the ChUdren health- 
ful. It has alfo been taken notice ofj 
that two hving together ib M:irriage. 
though Che one be found infeaed^ 
they hve together as before, as long 
as one doth but murmur of iti till the 
Magiftrate doth feparate them, and 
yet the found remaineth uninfefted, 
whereas another is often taken with 
the Difeafe by a very little conver- 
fation. Here are examples yet be- 
fore our eyes, that poor Cripples, 
clean but helplcfs, have been put a- 
mong the fick in the Hofpital, eat 
with thcm,-converre dayly with themi 
and ^re not infcftGd in the whole time 
of their lives j what is this ? but that 
God confirms the truth of his word, 
P , taking 
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taking pleafure in them that h'vc in 
a jufl: Wedlock, and wander in Law- 
ful ways^ putting their hopes in him, 
that neither fire nor Water, contagi- 
ous difeafe, nor dangerous Feftilence 
fliallhurt them. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Of ReUgioTto 

And firfi ef leaden. 



Something above loo vears aftct 
. Ferae was inhabited Jw'ith people. 
It pleafed God out of feis Grace fac- 
cording to his Divine Providence and 
J'romifc, in the 66th. of Ifiiah, I Jwiil 
fcndfomeoFthern that are delivered 
to the Heathens a long the Sea, and 
far out to the IQands, where none 
nath heard of rae, nor feen ray glory, 
&c.) to fettle his Domicil, and build 
Ws Tabernacle here in Teroe. For 
King OlufTrygefon^ in the fourth yea? 
<5f his Reign, and in the looo year of 
P 2 Grace 
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Grace, when the word of God was 
Preached in Denmark^^ did fend Si- 
gifmund Brefiefon, a man of feroe^ 
(of whom is faid beforc,that the King 
caufed him to be Baptized J to Feroe 
who Baptized all the people there. 
Though the Inhabitants of Feroe did 
not, after the Death of Sigifmund^ 
break the contra<S of their Baptifmc 
Wittj Chrift, as is perceived and con- 
eluded by the Hiftory of King OUm 
the Holy, who not only acquired 
friends in Feroe^ but alfo called them 
to him, and made them take their 
oath which he had not done, if they 
had not confefled themfelves to be 
Chriftians, having continual work 
•with thofcof Jfland that came to him 
to be converted to the ChriftianFaith, 
as the Chronicle of Norvoa) plainly 
teacheth. Neverthelefs one may well 
perceive that the beginnings of Reli- 
gion were very mean, the Inhabitants 
in a long time refufing to acknowledge 
the Kings of Noyviaj for their Sovc- 
raigns. Whence we 6nd alfo, that it 
wa$ long before they gotafly ^i^o^n 
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in the Country : for Bifliop Sarejmrt 
that is the fifth in the Catalogue of 
Bifhops, which Mr. Peter Claufon 
rcckoneth, lived 2eo years after Si- 
gifinund Breflefon ; for he was Bifhop 
in the time of King Hagen Hngenfoa, 
in the year 1223. as isfaid before in 
the 4th, chapter. Wherefore, if the 
Preaching of the Gofpel had conti- 
nued wichout interruption , there 
would needs have been more then 
four Bifhops in two ages, though 
there may be an crreur in the Cata- 
logue, fince we find that there has 
been a Biftiop in Feroe^ in the time 
of King Jidagnm Erlingfon, in the 
year 1277. whofe name was Roar, 
by whom King Suere wss brought 
up, whofe name, though the moft re- 
nowned amongft them is left out of 
the Bifhops Catalogue ; it might . 
. therefore more probably be , that 
fome of their names are left out, of 
whom we find nothing in Hiftory ; 
yec howfoever- it be, all beginnings 
being diiiRculr, fpecially the light of 
the word being obftruded by the 
P3 Prince 
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Prince of darknefs, it may very well 
have been fo in matters of Religion, 
herein Feroe,u\\ at Isft there came 
Bi(hops into the Country, but we 
cannot find when that was ; pofTibie 
in King Sigurd the Hierofolmites 
time, in the age 1 100. when the 
Kings of Norwaj were wall fetlcd, 
wherewith the Catalagui of Biftops 
doth beft agree. 

When the faid BiOiops came firrt 
hither, they had their refidcnce.'at 
Kircks hoe in Slremoe, where there 
hath been formerly many flone build- 
ings that are now ruin'd, there .only 
remaining a ftone houfe with a great 
Parlour of Timber, built after the an- 
tient fafliion. 

The Church which they had then 
in that plaee, is yet ftanding, and is 
madcufeof: it is built of free-ftone, 
but of a very poor and low ftruilure. 
There flands befides, another new 
Church-wall, which one of the laft . 
Bifliops Cilkd Hillaritti did build, it 
is a curious Edifice of even ftone, 
and the frames of the Windows arc 

of 
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of Stone, purpofely cut for thatufe. 
The Wall is yet in fomc manner 
unhurt, and one might yet build H 
Church of it, if the hearers would not 
fparethei-r pains. 

The Bifhopsinthofe days hcreas 
m other places, have bad great reve- 
nues of the Country, but the Priefis 
have fared very meanly; It is not cer- 
tainly known how manyBifhops have 
been in Feroe -. Mr. Peter Clanfon in 
bis Defcription oi Norway^ reckoneth 
up the following, Sudmnnds, Mathiof, 
Kroll, Suetn' or Smrke, Peter, Gauti, 
Serqmr, Erland or Ellttidar, Lodetr, 
Stgvar, Giajfvard, Hanard ^ beGdcs 
thefe, theie is found Bifhop Roar in 
the Hjftory of King Suerre, who it 
leems fliould be the third in order,and 
befidcs the faid Bifhop HiJiarim, that 
built the new Church wall. Jlrrild 
Huitfield in the Chronicle of King 
Frederick^ the I. in the year 1532. 
writes, that ^w««^0/«j^»» was cho- 
fen BiOiop of Feroe, being a Canon 
of Serpen, and gave the King 1000 
Gliders ofFeroe^ for his confirmation 9 
P 4 for 
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for Kings took then that pretended 
due, which the Popes of ifwfr recei- 
ved of Bifliops pro palljo, or the In- 
vcftiture, having at laft better difco- 
veredthe covetoufnefs of the Pope. 
This ^mundv/as the laft Roman Ca- 
tholick Bifhopof f^rof, Kingf>W«^. 
rick, dying the year after, his Son 
Chriftian the Ill.as foon as he was fet- 
tled in his Kingdom, removed ali his 
Lord Bifhops in all his Kingdoms 
and Provinces. Since which time 
here hath been but one Evangelical 
Bifliop, called Mr. '^ens Riher, that If. 
ved here during feme years, till at laft 
■he was fevcral times rob'd by French 
Py rates, and being an anticnt man, 
he returned from hence to Copenha- 
gen^ from whence he was fcnt to St<t- 
wanger'm Norway, and was there Bi- 
fhop in the year 1556. after whom his 
Majefty of happy Memory, King 
Chriftian the third Ordained that there 
ftjould always be a Provoft over the 
Churches there, who was under the 
Bifhops of Bergen , as long as the 
Trade ofFeroe was cftabliflied there i 

after- 
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afccwards he waa fubjcded to the 
Bifnop of Copeiihagea^ when the Co- 
merre of Feroe was removed from 
JBergento the Burghers of that City ; 
which the conveniency for travelling 
by Sea hath been the caufc of. His 
Majefty hath been Graciou/ly plea- 
ied to j^rant a Maanor in Andeflrd'xa 
Ofieroe califd Gaard Hodcle to the 
faid place of Frovoii ; the firft where- 
of was Mr. Heine H<^ugregfler^ as we 
have faid above in the Hiftory of 
Magntu Heinefon ; after whom was 
Provoil Mr. Oiden in Offeree^ Nli: 
Telle Prieft of fei-oe in Ofieroe, Mr, 
ChrifiUn Marftng Parilh Prieft of 
Thors haven, Mr. Jens Sk^we Parifh 
Prieft of Siwdoe, Mr. John Rafmuffm 
Feroe^ Parifh Prieft of Thon-haven^ 
Mr. fehn Gabrielfon Milens Feroe^ Pa- 
rifh prieft of Nordcroe. 

Befides this, his Majefty did di- 
vide all the Congregations of Feros 
in feven Church-Corporations, and 
therewith gave ,'every Prieft a free 
houfe, where they do refide till this 
dsy. The faid Church-Corporations 
P5 are 
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are fomcthing large , there being in 
each of them many, that is to fay, 
4. 5> <5, or 7, PariOi Churches. 

irfce Chnrch Corporation of Nordcroe. 

We-deroc Is the Chief Church whm 
the Pricftlivethy his annexed 
Churches are Jix, viz. 

The Churches lye remote from the 

Leagues. 



Prieft. 

1. Fngloe. 

2. Suime, 

3. Bordoe^ 

4. Kunoe. 

5. Megledal. 

6. Hnfum. 



rand half 

3 

2 and half 
I and half 

3 and half. 



Offerees Corporation. 

The Parifli of IVefs is the chief, 
where the Prieft liveth. 

7ht 
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The jinnexed Chnrchcs are ftx^ viz. 

The Churches lye remote ffoiri the 

Leagues 



Prieft, 

1 . Stow 

2. Cote 

3. Fngle fiord 

4. Ande fiord 

5. Fnnding 

6. Eide. 



half 

1 &haJf 

2 

2 & half 

3 &half 
4& half 



Stromoe 'on the South-eaft end 1% 

Thors haven^ where the Chief 

Church is, and the Prieft 

Hvcth. 

The jittmxed Churches are three., \\'£.- 

Remote from the Priefts, Leagues 



1. No! foe 


3 quar. 


2. K^lhack. 


4quaro 


3. Kirkebos 


J 
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Streme , on tit Korth-weft end is 

KddeJIord, the chief Church 

where the Prieft hathTiis ha. 

bitation. 

The mnsxed Churches are four mz. 
Remote from the Prieft, Leagues . 

1 Quidsv)g I 

2 Weftifianshaiien ' 2 

4 Tiormejg j 

wxgee. 

The Church of Midvaag is the chief 
Church wiiere the Prieft liveth. 

ThtmnexidChHrchesarefoHT. 

Remote from the Prieft , Leagues 



1 Sandevag 

^iSydervaaa^ 

iBee 

4 ^Jlgtnefi. 



I quarter 
3 quarters 
I and a quart. 



Smdoi, 
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S7««<!i-Church is the principal Church 
where the Prieftliveth, 

^he annexed Churches are four, viz. 

Remote from the Prieft , Leagues 

1 Skaakvjg 1 and half 

2 Hufevji I and half 
I Shjioe ^ I and half 
\ Store Diemm \ &: half 

Siideyce. 

Qjidboe-Oiiirch is the principal 

Cburc^, where the Prieft keep- 

ethhoufe. 

The Annexed Chnrchesare fi-ve^ viz. 

Remote from the Prieft^ Leagues 



^P9rvker 



I and friif 

2 and half 



^Ftiag 



if 
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3 and half 

4 

I abd half 



Thus there is in feroe 39 Pirifh- 
Churches; the faid Churches arc but 
little according to the meannefsofthe 
Congregations i they are built with 
deals, and without covered with 
ftones : except the Church of Thtrr 
haven, which is pretty great , being 
built of whole beams, with a ftecple 
thereby , whercunto King Chrifiim 
the Fourth of happy Memory, gaye 
Timber, and caufed it to be built in 
the yean 609. And the Congregati- 
ons lying fo widefcattered from each 
other, the Priefts have a great ^eal of 
painsi and undergo great dangers in 
Winter in vifiting them "ftenj be- 
fides, fome lie a great way f ?om their 
houfes, and the Churches that are far 
remote on the-little Iflands cannot al- 
ways be attended, becaufe of ftorra 
and bad weather. And when one 
comes there, the Service of God muft 
be regulated according to the Tides ;, 

which 
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which if negleacd one muft tarrv 
there fix hours longer, and in the 
mean time the wind may change • fo 
that ftorm and bad- weather kcepcth 
one there a whole fortnight. When 
the Prieft will vifit great Z>,Vwe», they 
muft draw him up, and let him down 
With a rope ; neither can he come to 
them but m tht Summer. They do 
not vifit their Congregations every 
Sunday , but every 5th, 6th, er 7th 
week, as the fcafon of the year will 
permit. 

ThePriefts Revenue is this. They 
have of every one of their hearers, 
that recciveth the Sacrament, one 
skin, that is four 'Dttni^ (hillings, in- 
ftead for their offering, the three great 
Fcafts of the year ; which may a- 
meunt to the fum of thirty Gilders ■ 
in fome placestwenty Gilders, or lefs! 
2ly they have for Tythes,thc 4th part 
of Corn, wool , butter and fift. Jn 
the Southern Inlets where the Land is 
moft fruitful,theirTythes may amount 
in Corn to eight or ten tuns. In the 
North Inlets to four or fix Tuns. 
In the Northern Inlets, they have in 

the 
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the grieateft Corporations lo or fif* 
teen Loads of wafted woo!, in the 
kfler Corporations, 4, 6, or 8 Loadsj 
according as God maketh (hccpprof- 
per ; and thus fomc years more, and 
feme years lefs. In the Northern In- 
lets, namely in Sandoc and Snderot, 
where fheeps wool i'".lhorr,and of fe- 
veral colours, they get little or no 
Tythes thcreof.They have a Tun, or 
fomething more of butter, in the beft 
Parirhes.and loor^o Loads of, fifh; 
fome years very little, according as 
God blefTeth thdr fifhing, though it 
be there now very little efteemed. The 
Priefts have ever from the beginning 
had a-houfe, which his Majefty was 
j>1cafed togivct hem; whereof if the 
rent were to be paid,ir would amount 
according to the Book of Rents,to a 
nfiatter of 26 Gilders. 

Fifhhig having now failed this ma- 
ny years, fo that the Priefts could 
hardly fubfift , and there being no 
means to affift Priefts Widows, that 
did not marry the SuccefTour ; his 
Majefty King Chrifiim the Fourth 

Cwhcre; 
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f wherefore the Lord reward him e- 
ternallyj upon their humble Petiti- 
on, gratioufly granted every Pricftof 
this Country yet another free houfe, 
namely in the year 1652, thc23ffoof 
ji^ril ; the Revenue whereof may 
amount to 20 Gilders : by which 
Grant the condition of Priefts is pret- 
ty well bettered. According to the 
premifles the Revenue of a Prieft put 
together, in the beft Corporation may 
amount to a great too of Gilders ; 
wherewith nouc can maintain himfelf 
and his wife and Children ; but, as 
in Dcnmurk the Priefts have pretty 
good Revenue of their o\yn tillage, 
in their free houfes j likewife here 
homebred flicepand kinc do conti- 
nually feed the Family, but wool 
muft contribute moft to houskeep- 
ing, the beft and clearefl: money pro- 
ceeding from thence. Wherefore a 
Prieft in Feree^ when his duty doth 
Hot take him up, muft not only be a 
good Husbandman, but alfo a good 
Tradesman, that is, a Hofe-knittcr; 
for he, and his wife, muft diligently 

look 
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look to it that his people do fpin and' 
knit ftockings, that may be merchants 
ware ; which if they do not, they faU 
toruine. Aqdthat Houskceping re- 
quiring miny people, one mufthavc 
at leaft 5 or 6 Servingjtica, and as 
many Maids for working thewoolj 
and doing other fervices of the houfc ; 
which great Houskeeping doth very 
much eat up it fclf. Befides, a Prleft 
here does not know how to provide 
for bis Sons r but muft needs keep 
them in other places to learn fomc- 
thing wherewith to get their living in 
time, which puts them to pretty great 
expences. Wherefore, that they 
may fatisfie every body honef^Iy and 
well, they farm alfo fome of other 
mens grounds, as they find moft con- 
venientj fpccially that field, which 
lies in their free cbfe, that they may 
enjoy their own in liberty for them- 
felves ; a. common enclofure produ- 
cing ufually Quarrels in that Coun- 
try. 

That we arc able thus to live, wc 
have fpecially to thank mofthumbly, 

after 
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after God, firft thofe deceaftd Godly 
Kings , that have granted us thofe 
Priviledges^ tficLord lee their Souls 
be bound in the bundle of the living, 
and be their precious reward in the 
Rcfurredion of the Juft. Secondly 
our moft Gracious Sovereign now 
reigning, King Chrifiian the Fifth, 
who not only lets us enjoy the fame 
free houfes, butalfooutof his innate 
mildnefs, hath proffered us other fa- 
vourable Graces. The great King 
of Heaven give peace unto him, with 
a long peaceable and happy reign, 
the Lord give him vidory over hiiS 
enemies , and cover him under the 
(hadow of his wings, let no evil come 
near his domicil, let his holy Angels 
ever pitch their tents about him whi- 
therfoever he goeth, fatiate him,Lord, 
with a long life, and let him ever fee 
thy falvation.. 

And although the Parifliioncrs 
( which yet ought not to be) govern 
themfelves according to the antient 
Ordinance of Chriftianity, and do not 
after the Church-ordinauce of X)f»- 
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mark,, after the three great Holy-dayS 
of the year, except in Thori. haven, 
(v\ hich I cannot here omit) but wil' 
record to the eternal praife of my Pa- 
riOiioners, who for fomc years ago in 
the time of my PredecelTor, without 
being required, have willingly begun 
to offer on the faid three principal Ho- 
ly-days of the year j which they 
have uot only continued in my time, 
but alfo augmented it, both thofea- 
ble ftrangers that refide here, as alfo 
the poor native Parifhioners, God 
grant them and all pious Hearers, that 
they may offer unto God their hearw 
asaliving, holy, and pleafant facri- 
fice J the Lord receive their prayers 
as a perfume, and the lifting up of 
their hands as an evening offet' 
ing J I fay , although they offer 
not, we feek not our right or power 
therein, but rather, according to the 
Example of St, Paul, maintain our 
fclvcs by our own tillage of what his 
Majefty hath granted us ; that we 
may not f'eem to feek more the Corin* 
thians means, than the Corimhwis. 

But ' 
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But there being but little Woolia 
the South Inlets, in the Corporations 
of Sandoe and Stideroe^and noTythes 
thereof being paid, the Prkfts cannot 
maintain themfelvcs with their calling 
alone ; though they as well as others, 
have a Tenement of augmentati- 
on , except fithiag be more sfaun- 
dani:. 

As the Chriftian Magiftrate hath 
provided for the office of Priefthood 
here, fo God hath furnilhed thefe re- 
mote Iflands witli able Preachers 
who teach the pure word of God, ac- 
cording to the true Confeffion of W. ' 
honnh ; and though they cannot, as 
in other places conilantly vifite their 
Congregations, they perform never- 
thelefs the fervice of God every Sun^ 
day and day of Prayer, in the princi- 
pal Pa rift, la the mean time they 
oblige their hearers to have theitr 
meetings in houfesonHolydays, and 
to read an Homily, and fing Pfalms 
to the Praifc of God : obliging alfo 
Parents to inftruft their Children, 
fiiice one cannot itiform Jthem every 

Sunday. 
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Sunday, which if they arc not able ta 
doe they are admoniflied to appoint 
one in every Parifh, that rcadeth beft, 
to teach them for a reafonable fallary, 
and be fides the Provofts General ex- 
amining in his Vifilation, every one 
heareth his own, according as time 
and opportunity will permir. 
, They do not only obferve all Sa- 
boths. Holidays, and new Moons, 
Prayer dayS; as in other places 5 but 
alfo twice a year three certain gene- 
ral days of Prayer, namely 3 days in 
the Week of the Afcenfion of Chrift, 
from the Sunday to the Afcention,and 
3 days in Michaelmas week. The 3 
days .in the week of the Afcention 
vs^ere eftablifhcd 469 years after the, 
birth of Chrift, by Mmeniu CUuditu 
Bifliop of yientie in frmce : by rca- 
fpn thatduring his time in the Bifliop-. 
rick, there happened not only a great, 
deal of terrible Thunder and Lights.' 
ning, with fearful Earth-quakes, but 
Wolves alfo did run about, and not 
only tore Cattle to pieces in the Field, 
but rah into Towns, and did the like i 

with 
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with men. Wherefore, to appeafe 
Gods anger, he ordained thefc three 
Prayer days to be kept in all his Bi- 
Ihopnck ; which Godly Ordinance 
the other Chriftians el fe where took 
up of thenifelves, whereof read Man. 
tHttnus Itb. 4. FaflcTHm, And they 
were afterwards confirmed and or- 
dered to be kept through all Chriften- 
domebyPopei^fothelll. in the time 
G/ the Emperour ChAr\m(im^\a. the 
year 816. V 

The 3 Prayer days about Michael- 
mas, are alfo eftabhflicd by the Popes 
of Rome^ who have yet ordered more 
Litanies, but by which of them it was 
done, I could not perceive by their 
acts, Religion being reformed in 
feroe the Teachers and Hearers have 
out of Godly intention, kept thefe i 
lortsofdays of Prayer, doubtlefs to 
the end, that in the Spring fhey might 
pray to God for hisblcffings upon the 
Land, With good Fifhing, incrcafeof 
L.orn, and augmentation of Cattel ; 
and ID the Autumn thank God for his 
blcffings and benefits j which cuftome 

being 
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being pious, it is continued to this 
day. The Lord accept of all to the 
Glory of his Name. 



_2^^^P 



Vfth Bearers^ 

T Hough the Popifti Dodrinc be 
much miK'd with humane Su- 
perftition a«d Figments, whereby the 
pure word of God hath been much 
obCcur'd, and the firnple not able to 
underftand the true ground of their 
Salvation, which doth confift in Chrift 
alone 5 and thereby did put their 
truftindhope in their own and dead 
Saints good works ^ ncvertbelefs I 
fifld that merciful God hath prefer, 
ved this poor people in the midft of 
Popifli darkncfs, with the true know-- 
ledge of their Salvation, though fottile 
part may have been tpoil'd with old 
errors and Supeiftitious Injnn^ions* 
as the rcmnancs thereof do witnefsin 
fome. But that they have kept the 

right 
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right ground of xhcir Salvation, bvan 
oncorrupcecl Faith in Jcfus Chnft 

PfT"'' I Z^'l ^"^'«"' spiritual 
Pfalo), which they in their .antient 
language call ^,-.«„, , therein arc 
contained the four States of Mankinds 
namely, their Perfedion, Corruption' 
Regeneration, and perfcd Rcdemp! 
tion to etennal Life, Wherein is al- 
fo ccrnprehended the Birth, PaffioB, 
and Death t,f Chnft. Jt feems to 
have been made in //7^„^ (here be- 

.ng many words of that Langmgeia 
it;X..«,fr isas much in Danifh; as 
Light or Splenoour. foi- the Suns 

beams arc yet called in the language 
of few, the Ltom of the Sun. Where- 

forediewordof God being comp» 
red m the Scripture to a light, fpien- 
dour, or (hining, they have called the 
faid Pfalm Zwmr, as thebeftfplcn, 
dour and hght of Gods word they 
had . \ have enquired after it, buc 
what I could gather thereof is very 
imperfea. Thii I ^nuft blame IJ 
our pcope of E^^^^,, that almoft aU 
of fhera knov^ the nioft part of the 
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old Gyants Ballads ; not only tho^c i; 
that are Printed in the Danift) Boo^ | 
of Ballads, but alfo many more of 
the Champions of Norvrn^^ that may 
be are forgotten elfewhere , here 
•in frefh Memory, being ufuallySung 
in their Dances. But they have fo 
abfolutely forgotten that gracious and 
ufeful Song of the true Champion of 
Jfrad Jefus Chrift, that I could not-, , 
amongft many of them find one pci-- I 
fon that knew it wholly. If our 
Countrymen of ftrBe had as careful- 
ly prefcrved it, as they have kept 
their Gyants Ballads ; they had not 
been much to blame for the laft ; for 
the praife of our Anceftours ought nei» 
ther to be put in oblivion, though it ! 
may be the number of new Pfalms I 
hath brought this in contettipt and 
driven it into the Land of forgetful- 
ftefs. tct us therefore * hear what 
good they know, and have learned in- 
ftead thereof. It having pkafed God | 
to kindle a great light for thefelnha- » 
bitants, by the true Expofitionofthe 

Gofpe! \ 
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Gofpe!, they have fmce foprofpcrcd 
in the knowledge of the true God, and 
ot their Salvation, that one may truly 
affirm, the like in the knowledge of 
Religion, are not found in ^tmarkt 
tor having fo feldom the conveniency 
to hear the Word of God by the voice 
of their Teachers, the heaircrs do cx- 
^rcife themfclves in reading, havine 
their Danifh Poflills, where, in the 
abfcncc of their Priefts^ they read 
me Explication of the Gofpcl j ha- 
ving befides other fpiritual Books, as 
well as that of the holy Scriptures, 
Which they read diligently ; wherce 
they are fo well grounded in the word 
o» God, that they know in good 
manner how to confer with their 
teachers in their meetings about 'fc 
vci^l points of Religion, and othct 
pafiages that- are remarkable in the 
Word of God. For all their^houfe- 
nold fitting for the moft part at home 
m Winter, they esercife themfclves 
tQntinually in Singing of Pfalms j fa 
that they knovv more of theni without 
Book, then can here be credibly rela- 
QL.2 - . ced . 
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ted •, Wherefore, whenjthc Congrega 
tioD doth me«t with the Prieft in the 
Church to fcrve God, they have no 
need oif a Reader to direft their fing» 
ing-, but the Prieft beginneth, and all 
the hearers fing of themfelves after 
him, how difficult foevcr the Pfalm 
may be ; for they not only fing with- 
out book, but almoft all the men have 
their Pfalm books with them, and an. 
ticnt hearers, being fo well informed, 
teach alfo their children |; whereunto 
they are continually admonifhed by 
their Priefts, and the Provoft in 'their 
■yifitations* W herefore many of the 
young ones that are not above 10 or 
12 years old^ know not only the Ca- 
techiOuof LHther. with its plain ex- 
plication , but alfo Dodor '}ajjpi»^ 
Brockptans Sentences, eolleded out of 
the Holy Scriptures, upon every ar- 
ticle of -Religion. 

So that this poor people is. richly 
fill'd with all fort of wifdom and intel- 
ligence in the Lord : God grant them 
all to difp'ofe their lives according to 
his true fear ; kaft they do bring up- 
on 
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on themrelvrs a greater punifhment ; 
that Servant that knows the will of 
his Mafter, and doth it not being wor- 
thy of many ftripes. 



Of th School. 

ITT Hen the Roman Catholick Bi- 
^y (hops lived in their houfc of 
Kirkthoe, they had their Monks with 
theni, that were learned in the word 
of Ciodj and in the Latine Tongue, 
according tathe rudenefs of that age, 
whom they ordained Priefts in the 
Gouiitry, as is fecn by the aforefaid 
Hiftory of King Smrre. Since the 
Reformation, the Bill\oprick being 
reduc'd to a Provoftfliip, the above- 
mentioned pious King, Cbrijiian the 
HI. ordered, that the Parifh Prieft of 
Thors-haven (hould alfo be School- 
mafter th^ere, and inform fuch youths 
as were put to School, where his fgid 
M^ijefty appointing loo Gilders -of 
Q_3 Firee 
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f rree to be paid the School- mafter by. 
his Majefties Bayh'ff of Ferot-^ whcrc- 
o£the School- mafter takes 70 Gilders^ 
for hisSallary, the reft being imploy- 
cd to the benefit of the School, and 
Schollars. Bcfides which the Schol- 
lars of Feree are privilcdgcd, whe,n, 
they become Students, to have their 
dyet in the Royal Univerfity ofC</- 
pnha^eii, but that imployment ha- 
ving been hither to a great burthen 
to the Prieft there, there is little or 
HO fruit proceeded of it in a long 
time, only fuch youths as were fent 
to School, have been informed in their 
firft elements, that there might not 
grow a general barbarifm in the Gouar 
liy; which could hardly beothcrwifc, 
a Teacher having enough to xio with 
his Priefthood, if he will attend it 
as he ought. Befides, there are often 
other hinderances in one manner or 
other 5 and finally a man groweih 
old, weary and weak ; by reafon of 
which the School muft at laft lye /va- 
cant ; neither can the School-mafter- 
Ihip be taken from the Prieft, .hia 

bene- 
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benefice being very meau in it felf,?x- 
cept the Supreme Magiftrate would 
be gracioirily pleafed to appoint the 
place Tomething dfe inftead thereof 
Neverthelefs there arc feme of the 
Natives, though 'if^^ in (0 long time,- 
that have been fentfrom that School 
to other places, to be further infor- 
med, who at laft have been Pricfts in 
:ptrQe .; namely, the following, Mr. 
Da-vid in ^ivig, Mr. Vaul Rafmuf 
fonin Sudeyte, Mr. Gabriel ToUefonm 
Ofieroe, Mr. JohK Gabrielfon Mittem 
mNorderee, Mr. Jehn Raffmufon in 
Thors haven, Mr. ^onas Afichelfm in 
KMefiordi Which though it had- 
not been, yet the SchooJ hath done 
this profit, that thofe perfons who 
have gone to School, and have lear- 
ned to read and write, are fpread a- 
bout in the Country, of whom ma- 
ny of the Inhabttantsi^have learned to 
read in Books, and others a little to 
write, whereby moft part ofthcmea 
of the Country can read in books. 

But the Inhabitants being here fo 
poor, that they arc not able to keep 
Q^f their = 
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their Children to School, whereupon 
they ufually excufe thcmfelves. My 
late PredecefTor, Mr. 'Jehn Rafmjfon, 
reprefenced moft humbly their indi- 
gcncy to his Maj<:ftv of Glorious Me- 
mory, King Chriftian the IV. petiti- 
oning for fome maintenance for thefe 
:^oor Schollars ; \yhich his faid Ma^ 
jefty received graciouily, and by his 
Royal Liberality in the year 1647, 
the 27 of Afarcbf gave in perpetuity 
for the maintenance of poor and in- 
digent Schollars in Ferog, a Vicarage 
then vacant in Roeskildey called, B<h. 
vaMtarisWilhelmi, with ail the Rents 
and Revenues of it, in fuch manner, 
that the Biftiop of ;i:eata!id fhall have 
thcinfpediionandfurveigh of the faid 
"Vicarage , that all things be regula- 
ted according to the Statutes of the 
Chapter, and the certain and uncer- 
tain revenue thereof be yearly paid, 
and delivered in time to the Bayliff 
Qfthc Country, who is. to take care 
that it be prcfently put in the hands 
pf the School-Mafter, to be afterwards 
byhis^and the Eldclt DiM^s mans 

con- 



confent, equally diftributcd attd di- 
vided as they intend to anfwer for 
ir,fo that every Scholar, that hath need 
of it, and hath wit and inclination to- 
learning, as far as the faid revenue 
can reach, may rereive about the fun* 
of lo currant DoUar-j, or lo G'lders 
of ii'croff yearly ; and the Bifhop is to 
caufe the faid- SchooU Matter to give- 
him an account how thismonyis gi- 
ven out, and as far as is poffiblci look 
that thofe that have means thcmfelvcs 
do not enjoy this monyjleaft the pooE 
fliould fuffer need by' miffing it, in 
regard it hath been gracioully ap- 
pointed by his Royal Majefty out of 
a Godly and Charitable intention 
for the relief of the poor only. Be- 
fides this, his faid Majefty gave the 
fame year to the School of J'^rofi 50 
Rix Dollars in Specie, and the right 
Honourable the Lord Nicko/as Trolle^ 
oiTrolholme^ then Councellor of State 
jh Denmark;,^ Governour of Refkiltt 
and Vice- Admiral of the Kingdom, 
likewife gave of his own Liberality 
50 Rix Dollars in Specie, and ordwed 
(Q^5 that 
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that the faid Capital of lOO Rix" 
Dollars fhotild be left upon intcrcft 
to the Provoft of Feroe^ that fliouid 
be infpedor of the School, one after 
another J and thereof fhculd be paid 
to poor Schol ars maintenance yearly, 
at Eafter t\\t xcm^vix. 6 Rix Dollars. 
They ingaging the-r year of Grace 
for the Capital rent, and other da- 
inage that it might incurre; for which 
30O Rix Dollars Mr. John Gabrielfm 
Mittens, for two years fince bought 
two Fields in 5«<3lwf, that the year- 
ly revenue of the School might be re- 
ceived without troubling the Provoft, 
he not being able to make ufe of the 
rnony, and it not being poffible to 
Jmploy them otherwife in that Coun- 
£rey. 

Since that School hath been fo in- 
dowed by the Kings Munificiency, 
Cwhcrefore the Merciful God be unto 
his Majefty as well as his faid Excel- 
lency (both dead in the Lord and in 
good Memory with men) a great re- 
ward eternallyj there hath been a 
pretty conftux thither » whereof is 

ceme 
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come no little fruit, for in the year 
i6v1o, in ray time three Schollars 
were difHiiffe^ with Tejftimanies to 
the Univerfity of Copnhagen, where 
they were approved and admitted. 
There were afterwards ftveral pcr- 
fons, fomething grounded in Huma» 
nities, fent to Copenhagen alfo, 
where they obtained honefium locum^ 
and there are now thence as many 
Learned Perfons of Feros, as could 
fupply all the callings thereof, four 
of them being already Priefls in that 
Country ;~ but becaufe (it would b© ' 
tedious to expeQ till all thofe cal- 
lings were vacant, that they might 
be provided with their own Coun- 
trymen , fome do feek preferment 
iR Denmarh^^ wherefore his Majefly 
of Glorious Memory , King Fredi' 
r»cJ^ the Thirds preferr'd two of thofe 
that were fent from that School to 
the holy office of Prieft, namely, 
Mr. '}ohn Hanfon Chaplain in Helfm- 
gor., and Mr. Thomas jMobfoir^ Pa- 
rifh Prieft of St. Peters Church io 
Eern?tgholn}e y which are the^fif^ 
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perfons of Feroe that have been ad- 
vanc'd to any; Priefts office in Den. 
wai-ki fo that more Prophets could 
yet come from that poor G^ttUa, if 
their Parents would fanaific them to. 
ihe Lord from their youth-. ' 
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OfSpeSlers and Ulufiom of' 
Satan in Feroe. 



T Hough the Hearers are here free 
from falfe Dodrine and Here- 
fie, yet Satandothnot omit to trou- 
ble them in other manners , that he. 
might overcome them. There are 
many examples related, by people, 
that live yet, how he hath deluded 
their Parents in the darknefs of Po- 
pery •, which we will altogether pafs 
by as a Fable (though much of it may, 
be true) and here only infcrt how the. 
faid, common enemy hath behaved, 
hi mfelf towards many pcrfons, fince 
the pure light of the Gofpe'l doth., 
fliine aniongft us, in deluding, fedu- 
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cing and Isading them out of the right- 
path of Gods wo"dj for we have here 
fiiany Examples how he hat^i taken 
fomeaway, and carried away feme-, 
reftorin| them afterwards,, though 
weakned in their underftandingj 
whereof I will only mention fome 
certain Hiftorics,, that are yet in the 
menaory of man, jand fome others 
that have happened whileftl was 
my felf at Teroe. 

I had not a mind to meddle with 
that matter, it being of a very ar- 
cane and .hidden nature, that caa 
fcarccornot at ailbc comprehended 
by a mortal man, but there bcingtna- 
ny of a weak faith that will not be- 
lieve there arc fuch Apparitions in 
nature : though many wife and learn- 
ed men maintain it in their writings, 
and fpecially Ludovkut- Lavateruit a. 
famous Divine, in a particular Trea- 
Jife de Sfe£lrU; and is fo generally 
known in Ferae, that almoft every 
where in the Country , where they 
have read no Books thereof,nor heard 
aay relation from other places, know 
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it fo perftdly by the open works and 
apparitions of Satan, that they are in 
no doubt at all of it : yea, that un- 
quiet fpirit hath Fately plaid a' trick in 
my Congregation, and in the whole 
Country, whereby he gave me e- 
nough to do, though he was forced 
with fliame, by the vcrtue of God ro 
creep away & retire into his darkncfs- 
therefore in fpight of him, to thcde- 
ftrudion of his Kingdom, to ftrength- 
en the believers, and convince unbe- 
lievers, I have made bold to infert 
here, and put forth the following true 
Hiftories and mattera of fail. 

It happened about fifty years ago, 
or above, that there lived a Tenant 
called Simon Simonfon in theantient 
Bifliop-houfe of Kirketoe, whereunto 
bclbngeth a little Ifland \mdtr Sandoe, 
called Mode pr Troldhofred , where 
upon Oxen feed Winter and Sum- 
mer. There was found on the faid 
Ifland an Oxe, which did not belong 
to the Farmer, nor to any man of the 
Country , wherefore the Bayliff did 
chaiknge the propriety of it in the 

^EJngs 
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Kings name, and commanded the 
Farmer to bring him the faid Oxe, 
which he prepared ro do, having with 
all his folks a great d^al of pains be- 
fore they could overcome it, and Jay 
itbound in theBoit; but being dc» 
parted in good weather from the I- 
fland,.hewas with all his folks and 
the Oxe carried away, the Boat com- 
ing back fafe and whole, with all the 
Oars to land, fo that there was no fign 
at all the people could be perifhed in 
other manner, Befides the Coun- 
trey-man had taken with him in the 
Boat three of his own Oxen , that 
fwam in the Sea near the Boat, and 
were taken up. This happened, as 
is known to all underftanding old peo- 
ple in the year 1617. 

Jt arrived for a ftiort while ago, 
namely in the year 1665. ^''^t the Te- 
nants Daughter of Froldemjje Gaard, 
in Kaljbeof NordtroSi, a marriageable 
maid, went in the evening from her 
work, and was loft, fo that (he was 
never found fince. Neither is there a- 
3fty likelihooA ihe Ihould beperiflied, 

the.- 
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thc^ca being far from the houfc, and 
fhe never having had any fad 
thoughts , wherefore ftic fhouid un- 
do her felf. 

Our D<ij«jjlj Hiftorian, Saxo Qrartu 
tnatticus, is much blamed by Forein 
Writers, for having, amongft other 
things , infertcd in his Hiftory fuch 
incongruous accidents with reafon; 
fpecially how King HaditJi was led 
away under the earth by a fpirit in 
the figure of a woman, and yet came 
back again. It "may alfo be that the 
ingenious Reader will blame me, as 
one that /filleth this Treatife with Fi- 
aions ^nd Fables ; but I know ccr- 
tainly ^hat what I write did happen 
Jo, though we cann-ot comprehend 
it by reafon. It was not fo ftrangc, 
that fuch happened in the darknefs of 
l^aganifmi Satan being then powerful 
amongft unbelievers, as it is wonder- 
ful it fliould now come to pafs God 
having implanted his true faith in the 
heart of the Children of men, where- 
with they might excinguifh th cburn- 
ing dart of Satan. But thefe Hifto- 

ries 




^H of specters. 

turned , as King Hadini • joynine 

£ur o,^,'R^''^'''^e ^cvertheleft the 
courteous Reader to take alJ in the 

dem-^bsfQire he und«(h.nds ir pe,. 

wh^nfff r'^^^^''^^^ whifefince, 
Wftcnthe Burgers of ^fref„ hg^ th- 

M4. W.«^„, who waskept^y fpi. 
ms in a, mountain during the fpaceof 

fear l/iT'^l '" ^"""^ diftrefsat^d 

away, wherefore people were obli- 

gcd 



of Sfeciers. 35 f 

gedto watch ovtr* him in the nighti 
and at laft, for fear of that, he 'retur* 
ned from hence to B ergen in Ni^r- 

Whileft Mr. TaAlle was Prieft in 
Ofieroe^ it happened that one of his 
Hearers was carried away , and 
though returned again ; at laft the 
fakl young man being to be married, 
and every thing prepared , and the 
Prieft being arrived the Saturdaj bC" 
fore at the Parifh , the Bridegroom 
was carried away •, wherefore they 
fent folks to look aftel: him, but he 
could not be found j the Ptieft defired 
his friends to have good courage, asd 
that h« would come again i which ht 
did at laft, and related, that the fpirit 
that led him away was in the ftiape of 
a moft beautiful woman , and very 
richly cloathed , who defired him to 
forfake her whom he was now to 
marry, and confiderhow ugly his Mi- 
ftrefs was in comjiarifon of her, and 
what fine apparel (he had ; he faid al- 
fo, that be faw the men that fought 
after.hixn, and that they went clofe 

by 
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byhimi but could not fee him; and 
tJiat he heard their caih'ng, and yet 
could not anrwer them : but that, 
when he would not be pcrfwadedj he 
V'as again feft at liberty. 

Mt, Erapnus Gaming^ Parifh-Prieit 
in Wdagoe, whofe Son Mr. John Era/- 
mHjfm was my Predeceilor in Thors- 
ferfw«,Jik -da lighter called Chrifihr, 
beiijg- young, went once in Summer, 
jO'the abrence of her Father, fop/sy 
in the fields with her other young Bto-- 
thers and Sifters; and as they were 
playing, there came to them a Duck 
running in the grafs , fluttering with 
her wings, and the Children running 
after the Duck, this Girl ran before 
them, and coming behind a houfe af- 
ter the Duck, they faw her no more, 
and knew not what became of hen 
Whereupon her father being coma 
home, and hearing thi<, , was very 
much troubled, and fceking after the 
chiia, but could find her no where. 
At laft he fought the afflftance of God 
by prayers, and invocation, and going 
once into thefieldj did feck as far as 

he 
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he could; and it being eight days af- 
ter her iofs, he found her, unhurt, and * 
warm, fleeping and wrapt with her 
head-cloth about her head, lying on a 
high rock above a hundred fachoms 
high, juft at the brink of it. He took 
her fo home along with him, but the 
child could relate nothing of the bufi- 
neTs; faying that a great man Carried 
her away, whom fhe thought had been 
her Father, When fhe came to years 
flic was of a weak underftanding,and 
was neverthelefs married in the 
Country, having many children: fhe 
died a few years flnce, her Mothef 
and three fillers bring yet living. 

For thirty years fince, it happened, 
that awonfian of Wefimans-hauen in 
Strewoe, was carried away, and by 
■common prayers in the congregation, 
was found again on the eighth day, 
but dead and yet warm, lying in the 
ftiidd'ftof a high way. 

In the year ie58, the fecond of 
dHgufi, Domifi. 2. Trinit. the daugh- 
ter of Ollitjf Hartfon , of Velberfidty 
Vas mift on the way, as fhe' was re- 

tulming 
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turning froin Church,having the fanlt 
day received the Sacrament of me, 
whereupon in the evening, as well as 
two days after, they feUght for her 
every where but could not find her ; 
at laft ber father complained unto me, 
and the next SuKddj, being the pth of 
■J^ugufiy in the Congregation of Kal- 
bach, which I then vifited, 1 eatneft- 
ly admonifh'd them to fall down with 
mc before God^ for the deliverance 
of that poor creature. The Lord al- 
fo heard our prayers and interceflion, 
for the nextday at three a clock in the 
afternoon , (He was found by fomc 
Milk-maids in the next Hamlet to 
Volberfiat, namely Suderdd^ lying be- 
tween two ftones at the higher part of 
the clofe, having her cloth wrapt a- 
baut her head, fhe would fpeak to no 
body that went by, neither durft the 
Milk-maids fpeak to her,but went and 
difcoveredit to the man of the houfej 
who went and fpoke to her, defiring 
hertorife; which (he did then, firft 
fpcaking to hitti ; and the man asking. 
lieffrhow fhe was come thitfier, fh^ 

fhew- 
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fiiewedJiim beyond them aprettv 
highclifr, whence fhe had glided- 
down though the manalTures, it was 
impoffibleforanyman to come down 
from thence without hurt : befides 

andherftoesasnew,asthedayflil 
wasmifsd, though there had been 

dunng fome days and nights great 
ftorms and rainy weather j neither 
dfdflie according to her own confcf- 
fion, eat any thing dCring thefc nine 

weii? difppfed to receive and digeft 
whatfoever meat they gave her I 
have endeavoured by all means to 
make her confefs the whole bufinefs 
unto me, but in vain : fo'r (he faid al- 
ways, that flic 16ft her rc!f in the 
mounra.nswhich cahnocbc,the ground 

ly.nsh.gh and being but' a League 
broad J from the top whereof crte 
may fee the Sea on both fides,wherc- 
by^ne may caHly find the right vcay, 
«|d from i^^^., io Vdi^ji^"^ 

way 's along th,Sea-nde,and over the 
h'gh mountain^ fo that a Be^ft cannot 

lofe 
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lofeit felf, much lefs a rcafonablc 
creature, except one docs it puipofc* 
ty jand yet it would be great labour 
to climb up that.great mountain j but 
I have found alfo by other Examples, 
that would be too prolix to infcrr,that 
moft of, fuch people are not only fe- 
duced in their bodies, but alfo in 
their minds^ fo that they will by 
Jio means difcover that bufinefs j and 
there are others that do not know well 
themfclves hew it was ; neverthelefs, 
if there has been a natural wandering 
by the fancie of that fimple Creature, 
as the Reader will poffibly imagine.- 
1 doubt whether the party could live 
nine days, without the Uaft hurt or 
damage of nature .- Hippocrates telling 
as,'C« '«pV»"5»'«A«e» , That fs,a man 
cannot live above fevcn days without 
meatj whereunto all Phyfuians and 
Katuraliils do agree, it bein§ dayly 
fconfirmed by experience. Levim 
Letmim writes, that a man can live 
fevcn or nine days withdfljt meat, but 
then nature is already indammagcd, 
and the forces of the body weakfled. 

A' 



of SfeCiers, ^6i 

Arild Heuitfield writes upon the re- 
lation of others in the Hiftory of 
King Erick, tJMenveds, that Duke 
W^ff/^fww, who with Duke Erick. his 
1 Brother, was caft in the Tower of 
1 New Kiohing by their Brother King 
Bjrge oi Sueden, that they might dye 
of hunger,Uved ii days without meat 
or drink, and his Brotner but 3 days. 
But this feems to be guefs'd by the 
I difcourfc of the common people, and 
I giveth no certainty ; for the Hiftory 
fayes that the Tower was well ihut 
with Locks and bars, and the Keys 
caft into the River j fo that none could 
tell cxatftly' when they expired. If 
j the one Brother, as is related, lived 
|;fo long, hemuft have fuftained him- 
felf with the body of his dead brother. 
Whence followeth alfo,thatthis maid 
could not naturally be kept alive with- 
out meat. 

In the fame Harveft a.man of Sn- . 

deroe was alfo carried away, as the 

Parifh Priefl there, Mr. ^acob Chri- 

§ianfon, writ me, aniafterwardsfur- 

I ther related me by word of mouth • 

R He' 
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He was abfcnt fevera! days, but b> 
the payers of the Prieft and Con- 
gregation, he return'd fhortly after, 
being then dumb during a fortnight./ 
at laft by their general Prayers, ha- 
ving recovered his fpeech, he fpoke 
blafphemous words againft ;;God, 
and his holy Scripture, but by the 
Grace of God came again to his 
light fenfe -, and afterwards related^, 
that whileft he was away he percei- 
ved nothing, but when hefhould re- 
turn he faw a great many of that fort 
of Spirits that pufti'd and thruft him a- 
way from them, and then he retur- 
ned without hinderance. Doubtlefs 
the Devil by the Commandment of 
God, upon the prayers of the Con- 
gregation durft not keep him longer. 
in the year 1669, Satan did here 
torment two Children of a man of 
Saxan'm Stremee, the Parifli Prieft of 
the Morth ChurchCorport3tion,where- 
of Mr. Gregory Hanfon vaard, writ 
alfo unto me ; the mans name is 
Chrijiopher j^bfilonfin-, His Son was 
firft troubled by him, butby thcaffi- 

flance 
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JanccofGodthe boy overcame him ■ 
fo that the evil fpirk fled when ever 
hefaw him, and the boy could aifo 
piamly fee when he came : but as 
foonashebeguntopray orfing.the 
fed"h"c^''; "^^^'""'^^'J-^rou- 
Wedh.s^Sjfterfromthebeginning of 
:^«^^y?to C^r./^^, the Maids name 
is Alary, when the fpirit came to her 
fte grew very fick, and hath almoft 
connnuaRy been fick and weak of un- 
derftanding ever fince he begun to 
trouble her. But that I might have 
certain information thereof, I have 
fentforthe Boy, f.oniwhofe mouth 
recaved the following relation. He 
told me, that he faw him 6rft. about 
«. a/^«^day in the evening, before 
thehoufemtheFigureofagfktmn 
m grey cloaths. The next time he faw 
him wasonChriftmas Eve! when he 

came mto the houfe and -took out his 
Sifter ; wherefore the Boy purfued 
him^and found him neer the River 

on the^ Earth n.car the water; but at 
1 ^'f^m'^m^ ,he went away ; 
R 2 where. - 
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wherefore the Boy carried his Sifter 
into the houfe, (he being fick and 
weak : but the Spirit followed him 
foftly to the houfe, and when the boy 
came out again, he flood yet before 
it. The next day in the evening he 
came again in the room, and the boy 
faw him leaning againft a Poft ; but 
they being awake in Prayer and in- 
vocation, he did not tarry long : and 
when he went out the boy followed 
him out of doors, wherefore he Cpoke 
to the boy, and ask'd wherefote he 
followed him fo / the boy ask'd him 
again,what he had to do there? wher^- 
unto he anfwered that he fliould get 
what became for. And the boy re. 
plyedjthat he Ihourd not get it at all. 
Whereupon he went away, as ano- 
ther man 9 but came ncverthelefs a- 
gain feveral times in thegnight, when 
they were watching over the Girle, 
being in the me?in time in continual 
Prayers and Singing of Pfalms, but he 
did them no harm, except that he put 
out the light, and rhe boy grew fomei 
thing fick, the Girlc not being able 

to 
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to fpeak as long as he was there : the 
21th day, being Chrifimas Eve, the 
Boy being abfenr, the fpirit came in, 
as flie fate by the Table , and was 
playing at Cards wich her other bro- 
thers and fiftcrs, and ftruck her on 
the one fide as fne fate, fo that (lie fpic 
I blood afterward. Siace came the Pa- 
p riih Pricil to them, and fent her over 
toCote'iaOFtereo-^ from which time 
they have perceived nothing of the 
fpirit. 

In the aforefaid Examples there 
■ are many things confiderable which 
ought not to be pafled by in filence. 

Forthe firft, that they let them- 
felves be feen in outward and corpo- 
real fhape , is not only proved by 
Profane and Church Writers, fpcci- 
ally SulpittM Severm, in -vita Mirtini 
Bpifcspi Turonenfu , but alfo by the 
Holy Scripture, in the Divels tempt- 
ing of Jefus Chrift in the wilderaefs. 
Matth.^th. 

Secondly, that they have their ha- 

bitation within Mountains in Caverns 

and Holes,vacant and dry places j out 

R 3 fa- 
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famous Divine Dodor Jaf^er Brocif- 
man, teaching us alfo in hisSyfteme 
of Divinity, that they inhabit in 
thofe places that are polluted with a', 
ny crying fin, ascffufionof blood, ojr 
where unbelief or fupcrfticion hath 
gotten the upper-hand. 

But it f'eems they go into the mouo- 
lains, where the eye of naancanper* 
ceive no entrance ; the pcflibility 
v/hcreof Stefhanut Jchamis Stefbn' 
nitUy in his Notes upon Saxo Gram- 
maticHiy teacheth us to be by the 
cunning power of Satan : bur in what 
manner it happencth , is an Art the 
Devil keeps for hioifelf. 

Thirdly, that they will abufe the 
body of men to luxury vas well 
known to the Heathens, who ca lied 
them therefore Incubus and Succpibm ; 
as alfo to the holy Fathers, wherefore 
HicrotijTKHs by rcafon of their grcac 
fuxury, called them fitarius' i ■, yea, 
many witches confcirioas of the fe- 
duflion of Satan, do plainly witnefs 
it ^ whereof many exarnpies are faund 
inTheatro devemficis, and other wri- 
tings. Fourth- 
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Fourthly, that they caniaot eafily 
carry men away, as they pleafe, hap- 
peneth by the Almightincfs of God, 
whofe power is greater than the Dl' 
vels, and affifteth thofc poor men, for 
elfeit wouldbe as eafie for them to 
carry away men in their infirmities, as 
it was for the tempter to, carry Chrift 
through the Air, upon the Pinaclc of 
the Temple. 

Fifthly, That they cannot do men 
more harm than God permicteth 
them; which is plainly percei\7ed in 
the Book of M: That they maybe 
feen by fome men and not by all, 
might be proved by more Examples 
here in Feros, that being a meer en- 
dowment of their nature , .and that 
people grow much altered, when 
they fee fuch Apparitions. 

The curious Reader may, perhaps, 
fbe defirous to know, what chcy may 
be ? There have been many beifore 
now, and are yet, that will not be- 
lieve fuch Apparations , efteemiflg 
them to be only the mcer fancies' of 
mchneholly people ; but it is as great 
R 4 er- 
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errour to deny them , for the many 
examples, both here and clfcwhere, 
not only amongft common people, 
that do eafily deceive others or are de- 
ccived, but alfb amongft many un- 
derftanding men, as is read in Hifto, > 
ly, together with the Holy Scripture 
fufBcientiy prove their exiftcnciej not- 
withftanding that the eyes and ears of 
nien,in many fights and Apparitions, 
by an errour of ihe fence arc decei- 
ved. 

^ And as the Difciples took Jefus 
Lhrift when he walked upon the Sea,; 
and when he appeared to them tbe 
doors being (hut, to be a Phantafm or 
a Spirit; fo many fun pie people pre- 
tending they have feen or heard fpi- 
ms which were not fo, maketh that 
the moft part contemn the opinion,, 
there ftiould beany. 

We call fuch Apparitions Speders, 
fcecaufc they prefent themfelves to 
the eyes of men, appearing as if they 
were real bodies , whereas they are 
fpirits, that take upon them an ex- 
ternal figure, and in refpeft to a right 

created 
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created body, are to be confidered 
but as Ihadows. Wherefore Chrift 
fays to his Apoftks, that took him 
to be fuch a fpirit, Why are you fo 
afraid ? and why come fuch thoughts 
into your hearts ? look upon my hands 
and feet, it is my felf ; feel and fee j 
for a fpirit hath neither flefh nor^ 
bones, as you fee I have ; that is, 
though a fpirit appears with the out- 
ward figure of a body. By which 
words Chrift doth not refute theApo- 
ftles opinion of fpirits, as vain and 
erroneous, but agrees with them, that 
there are Phantafms, that they are 
fpirits, and that the figure they take^ 
hath not. the propriety of a natural 
body. Secondly , Chrift grants, 
that they hadcaufe to have been a- 
fraid , if he had been a Phantafm. 
Whereby we are taught,that our own 
nature proveth their exiftencie, fince 
we are afraid when they appear, by 
reafon of the innate emnity which is 
between men and fuch fpirits. Where- 
fore when Elifhas (ii Thman faw a 
fpirit going before him , and there 
R 5 ftocd: 
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flood an knage before his eyes, where- 
of he did not know the figure,, but 
heard a voice,, the hair of his body 
flood upon end. In Latin they call 
them SfeOra^ that is, fuch fpirits as 
are feen , fo that the invifible good 
Angels when they appear in vifible 
forms, for as much as they are feen, 
may alio be called Specira ; but we 
according to the Holy Scriptures, and 
the explication of all Learned men un- 
derftanding only by SfcQers, fpirits 
who m fcveral vifible Figures and iilic- 
ncfTes appear unto men, either to 
hurt or frighten them 5 of which fort 
.was the figure that appeared to King 
Sml-m the iikenefs of Samuel^.i Sam. 
28-. as alfo the Divcls outward fhape, 
thatfpoke withChrift, and tempted 
him in the wildernefs, A^at. 4. 

The Heathens, iri their writings, 
call fome of thofe SfeClers , Fannes, 
Satyrs and Panes , which we call in 
■Panijh, i>kow and BUrgeTrold, that 
IS Wood and Mountain fpirits ; thofe 
©f Feroe call them under-ground peo- 
ple, hoUow men, and Feddmbmud. 

The 
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The Holy Scripture cails them Gods 
oj ihc\M ooAs, Efaiah iith.&nd alfo 
field Gods, Deut. 3 2. which really are 
none but unclean fpirits. I have read 
in the writings of a godly man, who 
Fetcnded that, bcfides the good and 
bad Angels, there were alfo extcraai 
fpjnts of the world, which were no£ 
eternal, and took their natural ori- 
gineof the worlds vifiblefpirif, and 
finiftcd alfo natara ly ■ which if ft 
were, they ftould then be fomc other 
Creatures then the eternal fpirits, or 
thevifiblefnap'd Creature?. Though ■ 
there be much whereof our eyes can- 
not fee the e/Tcnce, our reafon com- 
prehending no further, then what is 
djfcovcred in the outward corporal 
nature, which yet it harldly comprc-- 
hends ; as the wife man complain- 
eth j neverthelefs one ought not to 
affirm fuch things, as have no.ground 
iathe word of God, though itwere 
foin nature- and therefore we will 
oRiy contemplate thefc Apparitions 
by the dear light of Gods word, and 
thereby, togetiier. with ucderftand- 
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ing Learned mens writings, fee what 
one may conclude and judge of 
* them. . 

One would think it might be worth 
a particular Speculation, that the Ho- 
Jy Scripture fpeaksof Phantafms to- 
gether with Zijm, fim^ and Ochim, 
Mfd. 13-21. cap. 34. 14. 7(?r. 50, 3p, 
for the Lord threatning Babylon with 
its laft deftru<;?tion, faith by the Pro- 
phet Efaioi ^ Babylon (hall be chan- 
ged as Sodom and Gomorrha, and no 
man fliall inhabit there any more, nei- 
ther live there for ever j but Zijm 
ftall there pitch their Tents, and their 
houfes (hall be full of Ochim, Oftridg- 
€s (hall live there , and wood diveis 
kap thereabouts 5 Owls fhall fing in 
their Palaces, and Dragons dwell in 
their plcafurc-houfes. 

The Prophets calling them Zibim 
and Ohim is not expounded by ia- 
iher in his Bible by any other word, 
but he writes, in the Margin, that he 
taketh them to be all forts of wild 
Beafls ; underftanding, without doubf,, 
fuchvvilde Beafts as the wife man de- 
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fcribes in this manner, Wif. 1 1 . •ver.i<)y 
&c. The Lord, faith he , fent over 
thembecaufe of their fins ,, newlha- 
pfed, cruel, unkown Beafts, that either 
breathed out flame, or blew out cruel 
fmokc, or darted fparks terribly from 
their eyes; which not only could, 
bruife them to pieces with terror, but 
mqrther them with the terriblenefs of 
their fights. The wife man reckon- 
cth alfo up thefe unknown Beafts,. 
Chaf. 17. ver. 3. 9. among fpirits,. 
wherewith the Egjftianr were terri- 
fied. A-Ialdonatftt in his Schslia upon 
Efaiah, eRccms this kind ofcruel,ur. 
known, wild Beafts to be a fort of Di- 
vcls. 

That excellent Philofopher and Di- 
vine, Johannes Henricut Vrftnm, in 
the fixti^ Book, Cha^. 27. of his Jinn- 
leHafacra, writes, that thefe names 
can fignifie both cruel wild Beafts and 
men, but more properly Devils, for 
Jgijw from n,'S drinefs, are properly 
thofe that inhabit dry and defart pla- 
ces; fijm from >8^ an Ifland , thofe 
that live in lilands j Qthmftom niH 
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a funeral Bird , thofe that cry out 
with a terrible voice ; but in the Pro- 
phet he underftands Divels to be fo 
called J firft, becaufe (wim or Wood. 
diveJ is alfo mentioned there ; fe- 
condly, becaufe Saint JohnAot\\ fo ex- 
pound it in the Book of the Revda- 
tions.Chap. iS.ver-.z. when he faith, 
■ jhe i-sfdUn, (lye is fallen , Babylon the 
great, and is become the habitation 
o/Divels andthe domicilof all m^ 
clean fpirits, and therepairof all un- 
clean birds. Thirdly, becaufe it is 
plain both by holy and profane wri- 
tings; and experience teacheth aftual-^ 
ly, that Divels have their habitations 
in defart places. 

My poor conclufion is this , that 
the examples and clear words of the 
Holy Scripture do agree both with o- 
ther Hiftories, as alfo with the above- 
mentioned of the apparition of fpi- 
rits, that they were not fancies, bu£' 
were real and indeed ; and thofe Ima- 
ges not being fubftantial bodies,'they 
muft be fpirits in external figure j,and 
appearing to hurt men,, that they are 
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not good, but bad fpirits, that is very 
Divels. And fuch as are mentioned 
m the abovefaid true Hiftories, whe- 
ther they appeared in the Figure of 
man, or of any Beaft, are doubtlefs 
that fort of pivels . which the Holy 
Scripture particularly calls Field- 
gods in the tifth Book of Mofes, Chap. 
32. ver.\j. zChrorj.Chap.g.ver. 15. 
For Divels can far caGer turn them-' 
ftlvcs in fcvcral fuchforms, than in 
that of Angels of light ;. it being all 
one what name one gives fuch Appa- 
ritions, if one but knows their Chief 
M^ho as the deadly enemy of ail man! 
kind, that walketh in every Element 
to hurt man; SineJIm teaching that 
there are fix forts of fpirits, that are 
all bad, appearing to men fpecially to 
hurt them, namely, thofe-thatarein 
the air, in the fire, in the water,, upon 
the earth, under the. earth, and in 
darknefs ; all forts of men both good 
and bad being obnoxious to be trou- 
bledby ihefe fpirits... the good tofc- 
perate them from God, as the exam- 
j?les of fQb and Chxiit do witnefs ; 
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which God doth peimit that their 
taith may be tri-d, and that they may 
learn to walk warily. The bad, over 
Which though Satan hath a great pow- 
er yet he appears to thefe following, 
Murtherers, oppreiTors of the poor, 
difobedient to their Parents, defpifers 
or Ood s word, unbelievers and fu- 
perftitiouspeop!c,and thofe that have 
made a contrad with him, whom he 
lo long deludes, till at laft he takes 
them away both body and foul. 

As long as thefe lOands of Verm 
Jiave been uninhabited during fo ma- 
ny hundred years, it feemsthey have 
been nothing but an habitation of 
Uevils, a Domicill for unclean fpi- 
ms, and a Den of Goblings, it being 
lutticiemly known in Hiftory what 
power the Devil had antiently in the 
Countreys of the Nmh Iflmd, Fin- 
Und^ VarmeUnd, and La^Und-, and 
«"nany know how powerful they are 
there to this very day. Befides thfc 
olitar.nefs of Feroe^ there are not on- 
ly found great Chinks, and long dark 
holes above in the Mount-aios ; but 

alfo 
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alfo below underneath fomc places* 
guite through the Land. Wherco^ 
one hears fomecimes tell ftrange Sto- 
ries eftough,amongft which there may 
alfo be fome truth ^ befides here arc 
alfo thofe terrible Caverns mention- 
ed above which they call Latters ; and 
when men took in the Country to pof- 
fefsit, thofe fpirits could not be dri- 
ven out by Fighting, forcc^ or Wca«- 
pons , as the abovefaid Fable of 
Mjffgenejfe wov^d perfwadp^ for i- 
ron is likeftraw, and brafs as a rotten 
wood, as the Lord faith, ph^ Chap. 
4i.'0«r, ly.againfttheftrengthof L&- 
viatban, or the Divel, Befides, the 
people here have chofen their habita- 
tion near the Sea-fide, but the moun- 
tains with their holes and chinlcs are 
uninhabited to this day i and though 
the whole Country were inhabited ia 
all places, it would not therefore be 
free from thefe unclean fpirits ; for 
what Country is fo populous but the 
Divel may be there ? where is there 
ever a Church built , but the Divel 
builds himfclf a Ghappel? where is 
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there any wh«tfowed, but the ene- 
myfowcthtares.mongft, ^^,,,^.,3, 

"'"' ^Z'*' ^h*^"^ he can devour, 
r-lLr^^'^-""'-^- The evil fpi. 

from tbe:rfirftorigine are wide fpread 

ovc ail the earth; they take no room 

ny place; for they are bound toge- 

ward darknefs ; neverthelefs thev 
are in greater number about men, than 

^acehnderthcirprefence; for if a 
whole Leg.on of Divels can have 
room enough in one only man, how 
r "y ^f^^"""'d be contained i^ a lit- 

Oh?^^^''' '^''^^ ""^ «"'y '^an? 
un- that fomc mens eyes were but 
opened, they would then withgrea- 
tc fear and trembling work -out their 
nflT""'' V<^^;'^«"shtheybema. 
mod <n every place, they have not an 

S-?"*"" r^'^^^^"^®' when the 
mhabuacns of F,,,, ^,,;^ ^^^^j,^„^^ 
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and ftrangers to the knowledge of Jc- 
fus Chrift, thefe fpirits had power c- 
nough amongft them by rcafoh of 
their unbelief, Efhef. 2. yet in this 
time he hath been tor the moft part 
quiet; but when the Lord had fent 
them his word, the Minifters thereof, 
alas ! mix'd that pure word with 
Ivumane Superflition and figments 
andfili'd their Hearers hearts more 
with errors and fuperftitions than 
with true and juftifying faith. But 
as ^darknefs is never fo thick, but 
the light doth break through, fo the 
light of God's Word did (hine in 
thofe dark days for them , that did 
feek invifible things, and they recei- 
ved a tri^-e faith fhining in their good 
works ; but othars that gaped after 
outward fplendor, which was though 
butdarknefs, and remaiaed iaobfcu- 
rity, being blinded in their errors and 
fuperftition ; whereby Satan made 
at that time more proofs of hisMa- 
fterfhip than at any other, afwcl hsSrc, 
as in other placeSjby many falfe fights 
and miracles, that he might the bet- 
ter- extinguifn their fparli. of faith, and 
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wholly darken their undcrftanding. 
tinalJy^God having out of his Grace, 
driven away foch darknefs of errors, 
by the great new kindled light of his 
Gofpel J the great Prince of darfe. 
ncfs was forced to retire and hide 
himfclf ; but, it feems, he hath not 
been in quiet, and thetefore by the 
permiffion of God , breaks out and 
lometimesopcniy deludes thefe poor 
Inhabitants, feducing them fometimes. 
to their eternal ruine, and fometimes 
to an errour and delufion for a time. 

Chrift teacheth us how this cometh 
^^/^[s 'n-the Gofpel according to St, 
A^atthew, Chap. 12. ver. 43. That the 
unclean fpirit finding no reft in his dry 
manfion, rcturneth then back with fe- 
ven other fpirits worfe than himfelfi 
that IS to fay, with many grofs fins 
and vices to precipitate a man into. 
1 ruly, the deeds and efFe^s (hew the 
words of Chrift to be true : for it can- 
not be cxpreft how ftedfaftly fonie 
keep theirold Traditions and fuper- 
ititious cuftoras, which they do fc- 
cretly and dihgently obferve, think- 
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ing thcmfelves very fubtilejf one can- 
not with (harp admonitions and warn- 
ings from the word of God root them 
out. 

Befides, many grofs fins and vices, 
as in other places, here in ufc amongft 
many, (the true Children of God be- 
ing in no ways meant hereby^ here 
grow up young people that are dif« 
obedient to their Parents, ftifFncckcd 
and contradictory ; wherefore the 
Devil, as is faid before cafily appear- 
eth- 

Tell me, Chriftian Reader, what 
is this ? but that the old Spirit of fu- 
perftition is come again into his houfe, 
hath found lodging with thofe many 
crrours and fuperftitions , and with 
other unclean fpirits, work out ma- 
ny abominations ( God grant this 
were but in Feroe) fo that it is no won- 
der if he thus far deludeth man^ but 
itis to be wondred, that the Devil 
doth not oftner appear, taking and 
carrying more men away than he hath 
done already. Wc mufi: thank God 
therefore that hath put a ring in his 
(■ * nofe. 
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nofc, that his goodnefs and long.fuf- 
fering might incite men to better 
thcmfdvesand repent; yea, it is the 
cunning of Satan not to appear ^a 
often in a vifiblc figure to rtiany im- 
pious people, that continually call up- 
on him, and curfebyhim, that atlaft 
he may lead them captives at his plea- 
fure into perdition. 

There may poiTibly yet ht found 
feme that will not believe ail this, be- 
caufe they never faw any fuch Appa- 
ritions or Divels -. whereunto I atr- 
fwer, that I never faw them neither, 
and pray God I may never fee them ; 
and which I alfo wife all my Readers j 
and if ever I ihould fee them, God 
being pleafcd to tempt me thereby,! 
will befeech him to give me his Grace 
and a good Spirit, that I may over- 
come them by faith •, this Opinion 
being.orhcr.vifean humane weaknefs,, 
not unlike the infirmity of Thomas!, 
that would not believe except he faw; 
whereas faith doth confift in believing, 
things which are not feen, nor can bp 
feen. It is a poor conclufion in xai- 

fon. 
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fon, that becaufe one hath not feen a 
thing, therefore it is not extant in na. 
ture : every one hath a reafonable 
Soul in hinafclf, which is an immor- 
tal living Spirit, and yet none could 
yet fee it forfaking its habitation,and 
the parttng from the body. The An. 
gels pitch their Tents about the God- 
ly, yet who ever faw them ? none can 
ever fee God and live afterwards in 
this mortal body ■■ is there therefore 
no Soul, Angel nor Godexifting. As 
long as we are in this mortal body, 
we can naturally fee none but corpo- 
real creatures^ and yet our eyes arc 
fo weak, that they cannot difcern ma- 
ny things, but by the help of an in- 
ftrument invented for that pnrpofe 
Neverthelefs there are men that have 
feen fuch fpirits, as is (hewed by the 
aforementioned Examples, and other 
Hiftories ; but then thofe fpirits had 
taken upon them fome vifible (hape 
TheSpeders abovefaid are as well 
fpirits, as the Angels, all being invifi- 
blc to our eyes ; neverthelefs we r^ad 
in the Holy Scripture, that many hav^ 
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fcen them, fpecially the good An- 
gels, in fuch an external figure as the 
bufinefs about which they were fcHt, 
did require ■ for the Afs ot Salaam 
faw the Angel of the Lord iwith a 
drawn fword in bis hand, which Ba- 
iaam could not fee ti!l the Lord open- 
ed his eye. Saul faw a figure in the 
likenefs of Samuel ; Ell^a faw a 
whole Army about him upon the 
mountain in the likenefs of flaming 
waggons and Horfes, which his fer- 
vant Gehaz.i could tiefther fee until his 
eyes were opened ; King Bel^azttr 
faw a hand before him writing apon 
the wall ^ to pafs by the examples of 
the Maccabees. That tempter the Di- 
velwent openly toChrift in an out- 
ward (hape, and may be in that of a 
man, fince he fpoke as one. By which 
Examples this matter is clearly pro- 
ved by having been feen j and there- 
fore he that will not believe the afore- 
faid Examples happened in Feroe^ be- 
caufehehath not feen fuch Appariti- 
tions (though thefaid Examples be 
as certain as if they had been fworn 
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Secondly, he asked him where lits 
pain was? whcrcunto the young man 
ahfwered nothings ; afterwards he 
llroaked him with his hand along his 
breaft, and round about ; whereby the 
faid young man was prcfently healed^ 
and he enjoyn'd him then that he 
fhould fay a prayer thrice every day, 
pronouncing the prayer 3 times nnto 
him; whereby the young man learn- 
ed it inftantly, it being as foilowr- 
eth. 

OThm mrthj, ffo^ Ghofi, com- 
farter of all ferroVfful and affit' 
Utd ! thm kfonveji befi what our fiejh 
und blood can fnjfer in the cr of s , where it 
goeth butfadlj with m, except we receive 
help from another flace, then frcm eitf 
felves J he than therefore my comforter 
and my Shield ^ firehgthen me hj thf 
fewer, help me in ti^ty great infirmitj,and 
apfi me \ chear up my heart and ««W, 
that I VtAj call and cry unto thee for 
help in my mcejfttj ';firln^then my faith, 
i^arf, with a firm expiation and af 
fnranf eyhfo-yexpeif. help and counfel from 

Above t 



^ovc: gwemc grace that I may Met 
mth ^at^encc thy fatherly rodfJnId, 
notrnthmHrmHring and mpatienceef. 
fend the Stnce m l^,v, '„ot in inr 
crofs, ^hat we JIM fray for andde. 

ThoH.whomtb the Father and th^ 
Son art an Almighty Gyd f. aSetertii. 
ty, Amen. •• 

.T, ^^l"'^^'<^^ he told the young marr 
that he (hould fay this Prayer tbS 
lime he fhould come to Church : firft 
TJJ ^"^,^^«'d -^f ^he Church doo, 

rorn the Church commanding alfe 
that the people of the Country ftouM 
prayumo God, faying this Prayer. 
7^tTi '[^^^""d bowed knees 
r 5'^°''i''''''" everyday, fo the 
Lord vvodd turn away' the punifh- 

mentwh.chthreatned the Land :a«d 
commanded that he fhould admo- 
n.(h the people to convert themfelve*. 

"Jf .^'^•^'^/'■o'" «" other Hnsi and 
that^ fo God wouJd appeafe his anger 
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Having faid that to the Lad , as he 
"would go away, he added^Rife found, 
«nd fin no more ! Departing fo from 
him, and going away through the 
Roof hole. Five days afterwards he 
appeared the fccond time to the 
young man, before it was clear day,as 
the Lad was fitting in his bed, and 
fung the Pfalm, Mf Shepherd U the 
living Lord, &c. it came in his mind 
as if oriehad defired him to go oat, 
though he faw nothing; whereupon 
he arofe, and put on bis clothes, and 
wens out before the houfc , where he 
faw in the SouthSouth-weft, the Hea- 
vens open,and one coming down from 
thence, who flood by him in the yard 
with a Priefts habit on, that reached 
down to his f^tx, the habit being red 
and white, with a red Crofs on the 
back; and he faid to him that he 
fhould not at ali doubt but hecam« 
from God ; and therewith left him 
haftiiy, afcending to the place from 
whence became. The next Sundai/ 
nightjWhich was thefcven and twen- 
tieth cf)'»zff«<<r;', became to him the 

third 
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third time, as he lay a\vakc, in the 
fame form as the firft time , through 
the Roof hole into the bed j and ask- 
ed him if he had'fpread abroad what 
lie had commanded him ? whereun- 
to the youngman anftvered, yes. 
Whereunto the other replied, not fo 
earnsftly as it ought to have been 
done : asking him withal, whether 
he had not feen fome fignes in the 
Heavens ? the Lad anfwered, that he 
had feen no fignes, but that other 
folks faid, they had feen two Suns in 
the Heavens f Samtal Pomlfon, E- 
cUndar Anderfo»,Sineve^Jonas daugh- 
ter, and fome more of ElcLevjgmt- 
nefled in the Court , they had feen- 
thefe Suns ) then he faid, that they 
did look as if they had been Suns, 
though they were not ^ but a figne 
that they (hould begin to kcepHoly- 
day^ from the time they faw the true 
Sunarife, which was on SatHrdAjat 
half an hour paft 1 2 in the afternoon ; 
and that Sermon which they preach. 
ciou Sunday, fhould be preached on 
Satnrdaj in the afternoon; 
S 3 
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when they rowed 0ut,they fhould fing 
the Pfalm , MyShephtrd u the living 
Zord^Sic. and as the Lad going" about 
to wake his Stepfather, that lay in the 
bed with him,- he departed as-before, 
going out througf, the Roof-hole. The 
next night, J4». z^th. he appeared 
unto him the fourth time, as he was 
awake as before ; the young man ask- 
ed him then who he was .? He an- 
fwcred, that he was Saint ^ohtt, that 
lay in the bofom of ^efiu at the Lords 
Supper, and fpake no more, but va- 
nifhedaway, as formerly. He came 
Jto him the fifth time in the night, pre. 
fcntly after thcParifh-Prieft Mt.Te- 
ter Hedifon Wiberg was gone to vifit 
iais Congregation, and asked the Lad 
if he had declared to the Pricft what 
he had commanded him ? the young 
man anfwcred yes, adding thcfeunto, 
that the Prieft found very ftrange,that 
he (hould appear unto bim,who was fo 
great a finner. W hereunto the preten- 
ded Saint ^ohn anfwcrcdjthat the Lord 
bad given many fignes, and giveth yet 
many fignes, that are not manifcft. 

Thefc 
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Theft apparitions became publike in the 
Country, and many of the fimple hear- 
ers did put great faith therein. Where- 
upon I did fend for the faid perfon, exa- 
mined him, and carneftly admonifhed 
him, that he fhould not have anything 
to do with any fuch invented figments ; 
but the young man perfifted in the fame 
affirmation, that the faid matter was paft 
in theforefaid manner j wherefore! havs 
written the matter of fa(ft word by word 
as he told me. 

But the fire being once kindied, would 
hot go out of its felf, but kindled it felf 
further round about j for his fame was 
fpread over aJl the Iflands, and in all 
Congregations ; i\\e comgion people gi- 
ving great credit thereunto^ fpectally 
fervants for holydays fake, and begun 
in many places to keep Saturday holy, 
believing really that it was juft, theper- 
ion to whom this- vifion did appear, be- 
ing eftccmed by all to be very Godly, fo 
that one had never heard a vain word or 
oath from his mouth. Wherefore many 
obferved diltlgently their ncwholyday, 
but they could not defift from curfing oc 
{wearing: befidsthisjthey invented thcm- 
b 4 fclvcs 
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felves ,maHy other vrfions and fprcad 
them over the Country, the pcopJe be- 
ing milch enclined thereunto-, yea, theffe 
fupcrftitious people out of their o\t*n 
foohfh ^imagination, framed thcmfelves 
many arguments, giving out , that afe 
God had illuminated fome poor fibers;, 
he could alfo illuminate this fimplc man'^ 
that God would make Apoftles of Aii^ 
gels, and fpirits to preach unto men '•', 
That the Devii cannot- take the (hapfc 
of an Angel, can do no good, and canw 
not fpeak a true or good word ; con- 
cluding thereby, that the fandificatioft 
of the Saturday was commanded byGod 
land pleafant unto himi asapious ad/i 
€>n ia it fclf, and therfefbrc ought to 6c 
obfervedj.for the world coming near t6 
its isnd, which the Lord will fhorten, fo 
ought the laft dayof the weeks work te 
be ihortened, and the day fanflified bel 
times. Whereupon fome did rift up Aw 
gainft their teachers, as it happened untd 
me by one of my.Congregatien, who 
ftood faft thereupon, that to pray ani^ 
feecp holy Was a good afl and no fiii^ 
and therefore none could blame or for' 
fcid.it. Tfeui the common people is eafily 
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£lcceiv<?d, and deceiveth others. Satan 
liaving thus fuddenly feduced many fim- 
plt pcrfons from the true Prophetical 
word, and their plainncfs in Chrift, I 
fent to every FrieO; iii the Country a 
copy of the parties confeffion about his 
Vifions, and therewith added my cetv 
fure thereof 3 that they might read itia 
the Pulpit, and the hearers know how 
much thereof babling people had inven- 
ted and addea to ihefe vifions and illufi- 
onsof the Devit; and they at the fame 
time teach and mildly admonifh their 
hearers that they: fliould pcrfift in the 
conftant word of God, and not feck, a- 
nother way of wordiipping him^then is? 
contained thereinj.or is injoyned by the/ 
Suprcam Magiftratc to his honor, how 
feeming h oly foever it might be. Having. 
aJfo in-thc explication of the Catechifmc 
in my vifitation, according to the fpirit 
and grace which God hatJi given me,, 
done my beft to bring them out of- that 
fuperftition and cunningerror. 

At lafl: it happened, that the faid, as' 
was thought, Godly pcrfon, the follow- 
iag ycar,by the indudion of that uncleaa.) 
fpirit, fell iato the fm of Fornicatioa j., 
S 5 wbsrs-'''^ 
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Xi'herefoir'e Idid in writing refer the great 
fcandal and difturbance he gave in the 
Congregations, to the mod Reverend 
Father in God, Dt.foh^ Swanning, Arch- 
hi(ho}p oi Zealand j from whorh I recei- 
ved orders, according to the Kings Or- 
dinance, that I fhould piiblickly admo- 
nifh the faid ^aeeh Olefon out of the word 
«f God, as alfoabfolvc him of his fiii, 
and reprefent to the Inhabitants their 
great errour in the Church of Thors-hA- 
ven, whjen the Seffions Hiould be kept, 
and moft of the people be prefent; which 
was done accordingly in the year 1668, 
onSt. John the ffaptifi day j whereby God 
be praifed all this emotion was fuppreft, 
fo that nothing at all hath fince been per- 
ceived of it, That the Canded Reader, 
may not yet frame himfclf ftrangcima- 
ginations,or be fo credulous as to believe 
any fuch illufions, figments, and cun- 
ning deccpticns, if Satan, either here or 
clfewhere, in the like or other manner, 
pradtife any ; this example not being 
the firft nor the laft ; it being more dif- 
ficult to be aware of the white devil 
then of the black; I have thought fit to 
add hereunto a |)lain explication that 
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one may the better know Satati, though 
he change himfelf in the holyeft, and 
moft beautiful Angel of Light. 

It is noftrangc thing that fuch deceit- 
ful apparitions ftiould happen/to bring 
a man into Tupcrftition j fpecially in this 
Country, fince the Prophecy of Chrift 
muft alfo be fulfill'd here amongft us, 
faying, /^/^r.24.9. that in the later times 
there (hall arifc many falfe Chrifts, and 
fay here is Chrift and there, &cAo that 
even the Ele^ (hould be in danger of 
being feduc'd, wherefore he alfo giveth 
a very earncft admoflition thereupoHj 
faying, do not go out to them, and be- 
lieve them aot. God permits fuch things 
to prove men, and try vi'hether they love 
Hm out of all theirhearts and fouls,Df«» 
i?.j. Butthat none may fulTer himfelf 
to43e feduc^d by every bubble of tempta- 
tion, we will confider and ponderate all 
h e circumffiinces of this deceitful vifion. 

As for the per fon, that appeared in a 
white (htning GarmcDt, and afterwards 
in the Habit of a Prieft, and fpoke pious 
words and admonitions; we know that 
Satan can change himfelf into an Angel 
«f light, 2 Cer. Cha^ 1 1. -vtr. I4,yet the 
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Divcl cannot fo difguife hiinfelf as t<K 
hide his Claws, which is here perfedly 
fecr\b"his giving himfelf out for Saint 
>^», t' 4t lay on the bofom of Chrift, at 
the Lords Supper 5 and befidcs would: 
teach men a particular Holiday, and 
thereby draw them from the pure re- 
%^ea!ed word, from which no body might 
fwerve- either to the right hand or to the 
left J from which one mull: neither take, 
nor add thereunto; except we will 
draw upon us all the curfcs mentioned 
in the Holy Scripture, Revel, zz.v. 18.^ 
wherefore we will conclude with Saint 
P^a/, Cd. I. wr. 8. That if an Angel of 
Heaven would preach another Gofpcl, 
than Chrift and his Apoftles have prea- 
ched , let liim be an Anaihem. Upon 
the PretTiifes I cannot judge, but that 
this apparition bath been a Phantafm, or- 
illufion , and all the admonition , that 
fvmple yoiting man had had* Phantafie. 
There is enough written of Phantafms 
in feveral Trcatifes , and they are of 
many forts.. 

1- Phantafms or Illufions, that hap' 
fenintkeAir,, and are called byNatu- 

raliila 



mm 



of ^^e tiers.- ^grj. 

Mlifts Phoemmenas, being feveral Vifi- 
ons, that are lien in the Air; namely, 
ftrange Suns, Aunies, Ships , and fuch 
other things. 

2. Phantafms^that Teems to be, and 
are not; as when the Apoftles believed 
ehrift to be an-apparitionorfpirit,when 
he, in a ftrange manner, did walk upon 
the Sea, and after his Refurreaioncame 
in to them, thedoors being (hut. 

3, Phaniafms, that by natural caufes^ 
namely the temperature and ficknefs of 
a man, or what they, think much upon, 
do appear in dreams. In this manncs 
the Emperor iVe)-* did no looner fall a- 
flcep, but he had ftrange dreams, ha- 
ving killed his own Mother; his Tutor, 
and many other Citizens, innocently* 
Thus choierick and melancholy folks are 
troubled with Vifions, according to the 
predominant humour ;- whereof PJiyfi- 
tians and Naturalifts write at large. St. 
jHflindeCi'Vit Dei^ L 1 8. writes,that one 
had related him, that before he went to 
bedjinhishoufe, hefaw a certain Phi- 
lofopher come to him, expounding him 
jfacBook? ,of Platff^ . which he . had de fi. 
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red of him before, but he would not do 
it? and having afterwarks asfi'd the 
fame Philofopher , wherefore he came 
and expounded jn his houfc, whereas he 
was before unwilling to do it in his own? 
he faid, I did it not, but 1 dream'd I did 
fo. In this Example the one faw in a 
dream, what the other faw waking. 

4. Phantafms in themfelvcs , as they 
arc and appear to men, when they are 
awake, that have properly no bodie5,buC 
aflumeone for a time, to delude man- 
kind, ,fuch commonly announce men pu- 
nifhment and univerfal calamities , or 
bring them a defpairing horror for their 
fine. It was fuch a one ihat appeared to 
SaHl'\nx\\t likcnefs oi Samhtl ^ and am 
nounced him his death. Plutarch re- 
lates, that there appeared a fpiritto 
MarcMi Brutus^ as he was awake ; and 
Brutus asking him who he was .' he told 
him he was an evil fpirii, and that he 
fhould foon fee htm in the Philipfiart 
Fields. It is written of a Duke of the 
Athenians called Pelyzelm, that he,iH the 
fields of Marathon , faw a fpirit bigger 
Jhanaman, whereupon he grew Wind, 
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and yel having loft his fight won a great 
Battle upon the Enemy 5 fuch fpirits do 
vex men, and either hereby ftrcngthen 
them in their old errors, or will bring 
them into new ones , as the adoration of 
ftrange gods, and fuperftitious works, 
which happened but too much in the 
times^of Popery. All Learned Divines 
tell us, whar we muft believe of ftich 
apparitions, namely, that they arc evil 
fpirits. 

In the relation of this fimple man, 
there is made mention of two forts of 
apparitions ; the one feen in the air, 
nan~.cly an unufual Sun,th3t was nothing 
but an illufion of Satan, whereby he en- 
deavoured to introduce a ftrange adora- 
tion of God, and fuperftitious ails, 
which God does not require from us, 
that fo he might by thefe Vifions, fe- 
duce them from the true word of God, 
to believe deceitful errors. Satan that 
brought down fire from Heaven upon 
the Cattle of pby ]ob i.ver.i6. could 
eaftlycaufe tofhine a bright fire in the 
sky, evil fpirits, reigning in the air, £- 
phtf.e.-ver. 12. 

The other was propeily aPhantafin, 
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orfpirit." lam in doubt whethc,' .,;, 
may refer apparitions in dreams t0 5..c». 
«aers,it being firft come to him in 'bis 
fleep, when he was fick, which mighr 
indeed caufe fuch afancie; but fince if 
i ti: ^^^^ ohntx appeared to him. afterwards. 
Irf» when he was in perfedl health and a- 
wake, and I often diligcntJy asked the 
party, whether this was really feen byT 
him J which he ever conftantlyaffirm'd :. 
Wemuft conclude, that it was a fpirit- 
andapparition ; and though it had not 
fuch terrible afpcd as the former Exam-: 
pies, yet we know that Satan can trans-- 
form himfelf into an Angel of light, that. 
evH fpirit knowing very well that hc- 
coutd have promoted his Kingdom but 
little if he had appeared in his terrible 
figure, and put the black-fide outward ;- 
wherefore he cloathed himfelf in a white 
fhining Garment, and a Priefts Habit, 
which is not his firtt IVIafter .piece ; for 
Sdfitim Ssverm^ in the life of MArtin < 
the Bifliop writeth ,.. that' Satan ^ 
appeared once unto him when' 
he was in bed and prayed , having a 
golden Crown on his head, and a white . 
Ihining Gaiment on, i«itli gjltihooesj 
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who fpoke to him, faying, I am Jefus^ 
who being come down on the earth, 
would firft appear unto thee. Martin 
having look'd upon him, and bethought 
himfelf, faid, Jefus did not go in this 
ijianncr on earth, depart ftom me Sa- 
tan. Whereupon he prefently vanifli- 
ed, with a great ftink. Plitjitu Secnndus 
Novvcamenfis., fjifi. 7. Epifi, relates, 
thattherclay a Boy and flept amongft 
other Children in the Chamber, when 
two fpirits in white Clothes were feen 
to corae therejn,^ that cut the Boys hair 
as he lay afleep, going fo away j and in 
the morning the Boy was found with 
his hair cut, find fpread about in the bed. 
There ate Examples cDough of Ghofts 
that have appeared in Prieflrs clothes,du^ 
ring the time of Popery, which v/e will 
omit, becaufe of their prolixity. Thus 
the white cloathes and holy Garments of 
this evil fpiric cannot avail him, for he 
difcovers himfelf,. not only by bis erro: 
tieous Service of God, but alfo by pre^. 
tending to be the Pcrfon of St, ^afcw-that 
lay in Chrifts bofome at the Lords Sup-, 
per. For having not beenconftant in 
truth , neither can he always.-, fpeak 

truth.. 
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truth. And we know that God fends 
his Angels, for their fake thatare to in- 
herit Salvation, and hot the Souls of the 
dead ; for they are in the hand of God,, 
where they reft from all their Jabours.- 
And if any of them appeared unto us^. 
they fhould either do '\t of their own 
Authority, which they cannot in the- 
condition they are now, or by the com- 
mand of God, which happcneih not; 
for men have Ai'ofej and the Prophetsi 
unto whom they (hould hearken during' 
this life, Lnks 16.ver.26. and it were 
in vain for them to appear, fince none 
muft E>elieve them , under great 
puniOimentof God, Dent. iS.-wr. 11. 
yea, the Soul of dead Saints have left alf ' 
thoughts and care of earthly things 5 for 
Graham, knoweth nothing of us, and 
//r^Wremembreth;usnot, Efa.d+.v.ie. 
Finally, we read no where, either in the 
Old or New Teftament, that God hath 
any time converft with the living by 
means of the dead •, God fpokc indeed 
many times, and ia feveral manners, to 
the anticnt by his Praphets, but now 
he hath fpoken to us by his Son, and 
Ws Son withdrawing from us- his 

_ vifi- 
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vifible prefcnce, fcnt to us his Apoftles 
and Difciples, Matth. 28. ver. ip. there- 
fore faith Paul we arcMeflcngeis in the 
place of Chrift, for God admonifheth 
by us •, fo we pray now in the name of 
Chrift, we reconcile our fclves unto 
God, 2 Cor. 5. ver. 20. Wc may per- 
ceive by the premifes, that the fpirit of 
lies was not the perfon vvhon) he preten- 
ded to be, being much lefs fent of God, 
as he gave out, buc was the unclean fpi- 
rit himfelf. This falutation alfo gives no 
little fufpition of him, when he ufed an 
carneft falutation and worfhip! which 
agrecth little with that of holy Angels, 
but is i-ather like that of ^peUo, the Idol 
of Delfhosy which always contained 
fome hidden Myftcry. Neither ought 
it to be an occafion of error to any • that 
he healed him ; It may be the young 
man was cured of himfelf on the four- 
teenth day, but if it be fo, as the par- 
ty folemly protefteth ; it iseafic for the 
Dive! to heal and do good for a bad end, 
that he might thereby confirm men in 
their errors. God hath ratified his word 
by Miracles , that he might thereby 
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faith ; and befides, we have a conffant 
prophetical word, which alone wc ought 
to believe, 2 Pet. ver. ig. But Satan is 
the ape x)f God, doing often the like 
things, that he may fcducc men from 
faith and the word, to fupcrftition, and 
thus be powerful in them, Epbef. 2 wr. 
2-. The Apoftles fliewing great fignes 
and miracles, by healing the fick, and 
making the Hind to fee, that they 
might bring blind Heathens from 
'^'»''™s to light, and from Belial 
to Chrift ; Simon the Magician 
.s prefently ready to doe the fame by 
the help of Satan, as powerfully and ma- 
ftcrly tothecyes of all SamJa,fo that 
many ftuck to him and faid, this is the 
great power and vertue of God, ^s 8. 
9, 10. It i^needlefs to add more exam- 
ples, but wc muft confider that the de- 
vil does not do this for a paftimc, for 
Ghrifl fays of him^ that he was a Murthe- 
rer and a Iyer from the beginning, fohn 
S.44" and It IS his own nature to fpeak 
lyes, and as the Father of lies, difperfe 
them amongft the Children of men.. 
Therefore P^a/ fays pia,n|y tothtThef 
filmia»s, z Th^f. a, 7. ^hat he feeks by 

his 
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A hgnsi which is thereby to iaduce man 
'" 'eve lies, wherefore he calls thofc 
y ing wonders \ not but that they 
dt/c .ometimes happen amongft men, as 
thi^ example witnefleth, but becaufe he 
feeks thereijy to ftrcngthen his lyes a- 
gainft the truth of God ^ his falfe wor- 
j Ihip againft Gods true adoration j his fii- 
' perdition againft the true4uftifyiiig faith 
for God is truth, and his word is truth, 
}iiswil[ being that all men come to the 
confeflion of truth, and be faved, 2 Tim. 
2.4. But Satan is the Father of lies, all 
bis words being nothing but lies, and 
therefore would feduce men from truth 
to faUhord, and thereby to damnatioa 
with him : and what he cannot do with 
his falfc words, he feeks to execute by 
his falfe miracles and figns. The pray- 
er which he taught that young man, is 
at the endofMr. ?o«« Thomafon%^U' 
ter, and hath been continually us'd in 
lioufes in the fame Town, where that 
young man lived; and i do in a manner 
believe there is fpme falfliood in fhis re. 
jat^Qp,; he having continually heard it 
fa,id; in that place.. But if it befo, that 
Satan hath taught him if, he hath bimfeif 
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found it in the faid Book, or been pre 
fcnt ; when ft was read, and therefore 
could repeat it to the young niian, which 
IS aoc incredible^ he being prefent in th« 
houfe of the Lord, and rooting the word 
outof the hearts of many, Luks 8. I2.' 
neither is it a new thing for him to fpeak 
the word of God,for he knew cxcel/cnt- 
lyto make ufe of the word of God out 
oi Davids Pfahns againft Gods own fon, 
Mat. 4. 6. but it is a wonderful thing, 
that he cannot make ufe thereof without 
falfifyingit; He therefore commanded, 
the party to fay \t^ lying upon the thref- 
hold of the Church door, with his head 
outwards, which this fimple man did ac- 
cordingly, till he was converted from hisj 
Errors. Which foolifh and falfecom-i 
inand of Satan is more worthy to be 
mocked and laughed at, then refuted 5 
only hereby is perceived his power of 
feducing, wherewith, as in a net, he 
would have taken that poor people. The 
Pfalm which he commanded to be Sung 
when they Rowed our, was wholly 
necdlcfs ; the Inhabitants never going 
to Sea, but they fmg that and other God- 
ly Pfalms. The Prayer which he com- 
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jjiandithem to pray» is moft imperfect 
iQ many Torts of occafions j for which 
and all other we have a perfe<n one, 
u/hich the Son of God hath taught us 
himfelf, Mat, 6. p, &c. That he com- 
BBands Godly excrcifcs, and reprehends 
f)fis worthy in tfecmfelves {of rcprehenfi- 
on, and arc alas ! but too many amongft 
the children ofmcn, threatning thereup- 
on imminent plagues and punillimcnts, 
is his old Sanflity,when he will give him- 
felf out for an Angel of Light,and though 
all that be good in it relf,yet he knowcth 
IP extrad his own evill out of that good, 
which he alfo doth by his figns and mi- 
racles, only endeavouring thereby to 
draw and feduce the children of God 
from the faft Prophetical word, from the 
plain Preaching of the word, to believe 
vifions and certain apparitions. And 
when he hath brought them thui far, he 
knoweth himfelf powerful in their fuper- 
ftition, and can lead them captive accor- 
ding to his will, from one error into ano- 
ther, and at laft make them believe raa- 
nifeft lyes. It was already come fo fa/ 
with this poor people, that fomc carei 
butlittlc for their Teachers,as appeareth 
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by what we hav* already faid, v-hieh 
Godinhis mrrcy forgive them, forthev 
knew no bertcr. This is the moft d J- 
gerous means whcrcbySatan can fcducc 
men 5 whereby he ftcals ttie word out 
efthcir hearts, which is theoniy fword 
wherewith they could pi^t t\itm to flight. , 
by what IS already faid the fooli/h and"* 
erron.ous arguments of the common peo- 
pcfall of themfelve8,andare reduced to 
nothing, whereby one may fee how cafie 
It IS to lead fuch poor Sheep into errors, 
from whence they cannot come out, ex- 
cept their Shepherd and ArchbHliop of ' 
their fouls recall them by his fcr vanes. 

tt CW/?;«„ Kmierhhouthm k,/I peruf^d the pre- 

Z.I T^l ^f "i'«" '*" '«. »"■«<« t/;er.o/';/«t /;.- 

1/ ,T " T "".'"'^^ "^'^^^ difobed.eJ. KeJm- 
Z^ZT''''t7T''^'''"'^y '0 4 from tljfm, 

Amen, FINIS. 
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